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PER CURIAM 

 

Petitioner Bradd Thompson became enrolled in the Police and Firemen's 

Retirement System (PFRS) following his hiring as an investigator with the 

Burlington County Board of Chosen Freeholders effective August 1, 2002. 

Fifteen years later in August 2017, and after purchasing five years and two 

months military service credit towards his PFRS membership, he applied for 

twenty-year service retirement pension benefits (early service retirement 

pension benefits) under N.J.S.A. 43:16A-5(3).  

 On January 9, 2018, the Board of Trustees (Board), PFRS, issued a final 

agency decision, finding that because Thompson was not a member of PFRS on 

January 18, 2000, the effective date of N.J.S.A. 43:16A-5(3), he did not qualify 

for early service retirement pension benefits.  See also N.J.A.C. 17:4-6.11.   

 Before us, Thompson contends: 

POINT I 

N.J.S.A. 43:16A-5(3) DOES NOT REQUIRE, AS A 

PREREQUISITE, THE MEMBER TO BE 

ENROLLED PRIOR TO THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF 

THE STATUTE (JANUARY 18, 2000).  

 

POINT II 

THE PROVISION PROVIDING FOR A "20 AND 

OUT" SERVICE WILL PROTECT THE FINANCIAL 

INTEGRITY OF THE PENSION FUND.  
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We incorporate by reference the legal analysis set forth in the consolidated 

matters of Jason Fairchild v. Bd. of Trs., Police & Firemen's Ret. Sys., No. A-

1361-17 (App. Div. Nov. 25, 2019) and William McElrea v. Bd. of Trs., Police 

& Firemen's Ret. Sys., No. A-4119-17 (App. Div. Nov. 25, 2019), in our 

companion opinion rendered today, wherein we rejected similar arguments that 

the Board misinterpreted N.J.S.A. 43:16A-5(3) in determining eligibility for 

early service retirement pension benefits one must be a member of PFRS on 

January 18, 2000, the statute's effective date.  Because Thompson was not a 

PERS member as of January 18, 2000, the Board's determination is consistent 

with our recent decision in Tasca v. Bd. of Trs., Police & Firemen's Ret. Sys., 

458 N.J. Super. 47 (App. Div. 2019).  

Affirmed.  

 

 

 
 


