
SUPREME COURT OF NEW JERSEY 

It is ORDERED that the attached amendments to Rule 1:21-1 (e) of the Rules 

Governing the Courts of the State of New Jersey are adopted to be effective 

immediately. 

For the Court, 

s l ~~ 
Chief Justice 

Dated: January 21, 2015 



Rule 1 :21-1. Who May Practice; Attorney Access and A vailabilitv; Appearance in Court 

ill} ... no change 

.(hl ... no change 

(£! ... no change 

@ ... no change 

(e) Legal Assistance Organizations. Nonprofit organizations incorporated in this or any 

other state for the purpose of providing legal assistance to the poor or functioning as a 

public interest law firm, and other federally tax exempt legal assistance organizations or 

trusts, such as those defined by 26 U.S.C.A. 120(b) and 501(c)(20), that provide legal 

assistance to a defmed and limited class of clients, may practice law in their own names 

through staff attorneys who are members of the bar of the State ofNew Jersey, provided 

that: (1) the legal work serves the intended beneficiaries of the organizational purpose, (2) 

the staff attorney responsible for the matter signs all papers prepared by the organization, 

and (3) the relationship between staff attorney and client meets the attorney's professional 

responsibilities to the client and is not subject to interference, control, or direction by the 

organization's board or employees except for a supervising attorney who is a member of 

the New Jersey bar. In addition, nonprofit organizations incorporated in this or any other 

state for the purpose of providing legal assistance to persons of low and low-moderate 

means, which are affiliated or associated with an ABA-accredited law school and which 

include a program to educate, mentor, or train recent law school graduates who are recently 

admitted members of the New Jersey bar ("participating new attorneys"), may practice law 

in the name of the organization through such participating new attorneys, provided that: Cl) 

the legal work provided by the organization serves clients of low to low-moderate means, 



(2) the participating new attorney responsible for any particular matter signs all papers in 

that matter on behalf of the organization, and (3) the relationship between the participating 

new attorney and the client is consistent with the attorney's professional responsibilities to 

the client and is not subject to interference, control, or direction by the organization's board 

or employees, except to the extent that the participating new attorney is under the oversight 

of a supervising attorney who is a member of the New Jersey bar. 

ill ... no change 

.(g} . . . no change 

Note: Source- R.R. 1 :12-4(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f). Paragraph (c) amended by order of 

December 16, 1969 effective immediately; paragraphs (a) and (c) amended July 29, 1977 

to be effective September 6, 1977; paragraph (a) amended July 24, 1978 to be effective 

September 11 , 1978; paragraph (a) amended September 21, 1981 to be effective 

immediately; paragraph (c) amended and paragraph (d) adopted July 15, 1982 to be 

effective September 13, 1982; paragraph (a) amended August 13, 1982 to be effective 

immediately; paragraph (e) adopted July 22, 1983 to be effective September 12, 1983; 

paragraph (c) amended November 1, 1985 to be effective January 2, 1986; paragraph (a) 

amended November 5, 1986 to be effective January 1, 1987; paragraph (a) amended 

November 7, 1988 to be effective January 2, 1989; paragraph (b) amended arid paragraph 

(d) caption and text amended June 29, 1990 to be effective September 4, 1990; paragraph 

(c) amended and paragraph (e)(8) adopted July 14, 1992 to be effective September 1, 

1992; paragraphs (c), (e), and (e)(7) amended, and paragraph (e)(9) added July 13, 1994 

to be effective September 1, 1994; paragraphs (a) and (e) amended June 28, 1996 to be 

effective September 1, 1996; paragraph (c) amended November 18, 1996 to be effective 

January 1, 1997; paragraph (c) amended January 5, 1998 to be effective February 1, 

1998; paragraph (a) amended, former paragraphs (d) and (e) redesignated as paragraphs 

(e) and (f), and new paragraph (d) adopted July 10, 1998 to be effective September 1, 

1998; closing paragraph amended July 5, 2000 to be effective September 5, 2000; 

paragraph (f) amended and new paragraph (f)(11) added July 12, 2002 to be effective 

September 3, 2002; paragraph (a) amended November 17,2003 to be effective January 1, 

2004; paragraph (a) amended July 28, 2004 to be effective September 1, 2004; paragraph 

(e) caption and text amended July 27, 2006 to be effective September 1, 2006; paragraph 

(f) amended and paragraph (g) adopted July 16, 2009 to be effective September 1, 2009; 

paragraph (c) caption and text amended July 23, 2010 to be effective September 1, 2010; 

caption and paragraphs (a) and (d) amended January 15, 2013 to be effective February 1, 

2013; paragraphs (a)(1) and (a)(2) amended February 27, 2013 to be effective 

immediately; paragraph (a) amended July 9, 2013 to be effective September 1, 2013;_ 

paragraph (e) amended January 21, 2015 to be effective immediately. 


