
Notice to the Bar 

 

SUPREME COURT ADOPTION OF TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS  

TO RULE 1:21-1 

 
 
On February 27, 2013, the Court adopted technical amendments to Rule 1:21-1, 

published with this notice. The Court also approved a revised form for designating the 

Clerk of the Supreme Court as agent under Rule 1:21-1(a)(2). The revised designation 

form will be posted at http://www.judiciary.state.nj.us/supreme/index.htm and is 

available from the Office of the Clerk of the Supreme Court. The amendments and 

revised form are effective immediately. 

 
 
      /s/ Glenn A. Grant 
       
      __________________________________ 
      Glenn A. Grant, J.A.D. 
      Acting Administrative Director of the Courts 
 
 
 
Dated: February 28, 2013 

http://www.judiciary.state.nj.us/supreme/index.htm


SUPREME COURT OF NEW JERSEY 

 

 It is ORDERED that the attached amendments to Rule 1:21-1 of the Rules 

Governing the Courts of the State of New Jersey are adopted to be effective 

immediately. 

        For the Court, 

        /s/ Stuart Rabner   

        Chief Justice 

 

 

 

Dated:  February 27, 2013 



SUPREME COURT OF NEW JERSEY 

 

 It is ORDERED that the attached technical amendments to Rule 1:21-1 of the 

Rules Governing the Courts of the State of New Jersey are adopted to be effective 

immediately. 

 

 

        For the Court, 

 

 

        Chief Justice 

 

 

Dated:  February 27, 2013 



Rule 1:21-1. Who May Practice; Attorney Access and Availability; Appearance in Court 

 

(a) Qualifications.  Except as provided below, no person shall practice law in this 

State unless that person is an attorney holding a plenary license to practice in this State, is 

in good standing, and complies with the following requirements:   

(1) An attorney need not maintain a fixed physical location for the practice 

of law, but must structure his or her practice in such a manner as to assure, as set forth in 

RPC 1.4, prompt and reliable communication with and accessibility by clients, other 

counsel, and judicial and administrative tribunals before which the attorney may practice, 

provided that an attorney must designate one or more fixed physical locations where 

client files and the attorney’s business and financial records may be inspected on short 

notice by duly authorized regulatory authorities, where mail or hand-deliveries may be 

made and promptly received, and where process may be served on the attorney for all 

actions, including disciplinary actions, that may arise out of the practice of law and 

activities related thereto. 

 

(2) An attorney who is not domiciled in this State and does not maintain a 

fixed physical location for the practice of law in this State, but who meets all [other] 

qualifications for the practice of law set forth herein must designate the Clerk of the 

Supreme Court as agent upon whom service of process may be made for the purposes set 

forth in subsection (a)(1) of this rule, in the event that service cannot otherwise be 

effectuated pursuant to the appropriate Rules of Court. The designation of the Clerk as 

agent shall be made on a form approved by the Supreme Court. 

 



(3) … no change 

 

(4) … no change 

 

A person not qualifying to practice pursuant to the first paragraph of this rule shall 

nonetheless be permitted to appear and prosecute or defend an action in any court of this 

State if the person (1) is a real party in interest to the action or the guardian of the party; 

or (2) has been admitted to speak pro hac vice pursuant to R. 1:21-2; (3) is a law student 

or law graduate practicing within the limits of R. 1:21-3; or (4) is an in-house counsel 

licensed and practicing within the limitations of R. 1:27-2. 

 

Attorneys admitted to the practice of law in another United States jurisdiction 

may practice law in this state in accordance with RPC 5.5(b) and (c) as long as they 

maintain a bona fide office. 

 

No attorney authorized to practice in this State shall permit another person to 

practice in this State in the attorney’s name or as the attorney’s partner, employee or 

associate unless such other person satisfies the requirements of this rule. 

 

(b) … no change 

 

 

(c) … no change 

 

(d) … no change 



 

(e)   … no change 

 

(f)    … no change  

(g)   … no change 

 

Note: Source - R.R. 1:12-4(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f). Paragraph (c) amended by order of 

December 16, 1969 effective immediately; paragraphs (a) and (c) amended July 29, 1977 

to be effective September 6, 1977; paragraph (a) amended July 24, 1978 to be effective 

September 11, 1978; paragraph (a) amended September 21, 1981 to be effective 

immediately; paragraph (c) amended and paragraph (d) adopted July 15, 1982 to be 

effective September 13, 1982; paragraph (a) amended August 13, 1982 to be effective 

immediately; paragraph (e) adopted July 22, 1983 to be effective September 12, 1983; 

paragraph (c) amended November 1, 1985 to be effective January 2, 1986; paragraph (a) 

amended November 5, 1986 to be effective January 1, 1987; paragraph (a) amended 

November 7, 1988 to be effective January 2, 1989; paragraph (b) amended and paragraph 

(d) caption and text amended June 29, 1990 to be effective September 4, 1990; paragraph 

(c) amended and paragraph (e)(8) adopted July 14, 1992 to be effective September 1, 

1992; paragraphs (c), (e), and (e)(7) amended, and paragraph (e)(9) added July 13, 1994 

to be effective September 1, 1994; paragraphs (a) and (e) amended June 28, 1996 to be 

effective September 1, 1996; paragraph (c) amended November 18, 1996 to be effective 

January 1, 1997; paragraph (c) amended January 5, 1998 to be effective February 1, 

1998; paragraph (a) amended, former paragraphs (d) and (e) redesignated as paragraphs 

(e) and (f), and new paragraph (d) adopted July 10, 1998 to be effective September 1, 

1998; closing paragraph amended July 5, 2000 to be effective September 5, 2000; 

paragraph (f) amended and new paragraph (f)(11) added July 12, 2002 to be effective 

September 3, 2002; paragraph (a) amended November 17, 2003 to be effective January 1, 

2004; paragraph (a) amended July 28, 2004 to be effective September 1, 2004; paragraph 

(e) caption and text amended July 27, 2006 to be effective September 1, 2006; paragraph 

(f) amended and paragraph (g) adopted July 16, 2009 to be effective September 1, 2009; 

paragraph (c) caption and text amended July 23, 2010 to be effective September 1, 2010; 

caption and paragraphs (a) and (d) amended January 15, 2013 to be effective February 1, 

2013; paragraphs (a)(1) and (a)(2) amended February 27, 2013 to be effective 

immediately. 

 

 

 


