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 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
> Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B.
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.1. Findings, declarations

The Legislature finds and declares that:

a. The State is responsible for providing care, treatment and rehabilitation services to mentally ill
persons who are disabled and cannot provide basic care for themselves or who are dangerous to
themselves, others or property; and because some of these mentally ill persons do not seek treatment
or are not able to benefit from voluntary treatment provided on an outpatient basis, it is necessary that
State law provide for the voluntary admission and the involuntary commitment to treatment of these
persons as well as for the public services and facilities necessary to fulfill these responsibilities.

b. Because involuntary commitment to treatment entails certain deprivations of liberty, it is necessary
that State law balance the basic value of liberty with the need for safety and treatment, a balance that is
difficult to effect because of the limited ability to predict behavior; and, therefore, it is necessary that
State law provide clear standards and procedural safeguards that ensure that only those persons who
are dangerous to themselves, others or property, are involuntarily committed to treatment.

c. It is the policy of this State that persons in the public mental health system receive inpatient
treatment and rehabilitation services in the least restrictive environment in accordance with the highest
professional standards and which will enable those persons committed to treatment to return to full
autonomy in their community as soon as it is clinically appropriate. In addition, it is the policy of this
State to ensure that appropriate outpatient treatment services are readily available to all persons with
mental illness, such that involuntary commitment to treatment is rarely required; but that persons with
mental illness who are determined to be dangerous to themselves, others or property should be subject
to involuntary treatment in the least restrictive environment possible, in an inpatient or outpatient setting
clinically appropriate to their condition.

Further, it is the policy of this State that the public mental health system shall be developed in a manner 
which protects individual liberty and provides advocacy and due process for persons receiving treatment 
and insures that treatment is provided in a manner consistent with a person’s clinical condition.

d. It is the policy of this State to encourage each county or designated mental health service area to
develop a screening service, outpatient treatment provider and short-term care facility which will meet
the needs for evaluation and treatment of mentally ill persons in the county or service area. The State
encourages the development of screening services as the public mental health system’s entry point in
order to provide accessible crisis intervention, evaluation and referral services to mentally ill persons in
the community; to offer mentally ill persons clinically appropriate alternatives to inpatient care, if any;
and, when necessary, to provide a means for involuntary commitment to treatment. Similarly, the State
encourages the development of community-based outpatient treatment providers and short-term care
facilities to enable a mentally ill person to receive outpatient or acute, inpatient care near the person’s
community. Development and use of screening services, outpatient treatment providers and short-term
care facilities throughout the State are necessary to strengthen the Statewide community mental health
system, lessen inappropriate hospitalization and reliance on psychiatric institutions and enable State
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and county facilities to provide the rehabilitative care needed by some mentally ill persons following 
their receipt of acute care.

History

L. 1987, c. 116, § 1; amended 2009, c. 112, § 1, eff. Aug. 11, 2010.
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 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.2. Definitions

As used in P.L.1987, c.116 (C.30:4-27.1 et seq.) and P.L.2009, c.112:

a.  “Chief executive officer” means the person who is the chief administrative officer of an institution or 
psychiatric facility.

b.  “Clinical certificate” means a form prepared by the division and approved by the Administrative 
Office of the Courts, that is completed by the psychiatrist or other physician who has examined the 
person who is subject to commitment within three days of presenting the person for involuntary 
commitment to treatment, and which states that the person is in need of involuntary commitment to 
treatment. The form shall also state the specific facts upon which the examining physician has based 
his conclusion and shall be certified in accordance with the Rules of the Court. A clinical certificate may 
not be executed by a person who is a relative by blood or marriage to the person who is being 
screened.

c.  “Clinical director” means the person who is designated by the director or chief executive officer to 
organize and supervise the clinical services provided in a screening service, short-term care or 
psychiatric facility. The clinical director shall be a psychiatrist; however, those persons currently serving 
in the capacity will not be affected by this provision. This provision shall not alter any current civil 
service laws designating the qualifications of such position.

d.  “Commissioner” means the Commissioner of Human Services.

e.  “County counsel” means the chief legal officer or advisor of the governing body of a county.

f.  “Court” means the Superior Court or a municipal court.

g.  “Custody” means the right and responsibility to ensure the provision of care and supervision.

h.  “Dangerous to self” means that by reason of mental illness the person has threatened or attempted 
suicide or serious bodily harm, or has behaved in such a manner as to indicate that the person is 
unable to satisfy his need for nourishment, essential medical care or shelter, so that it is probable that 
substantial bodily injury, serious physical harm, or death will result within the reasonably foreseeable 
future; however, no person shall be deemed to be unable to satisfy his need for nourishment, essential 
medical care, or shelter if he is able to satisfy such needs with the supervision and assistance of others 
who are willing and available. This determination shall take into account a person’s history, recent 
behavior, and any recent act, threat, or serious psychiatric deterioration.

i.  “Dangerous to others or property” means that by reason of mental illness there is a substantial 
likelihood that the person will inflict serious bodily harm upon another person or cause serious property 
damage within the reasonably foreseeable future. This determination shall take into account a person’s 
history, recent behavior, and any recent act, threat, or serious psychiatric deterioration.

j.  “Department” means the Department of Human Services.
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k.  “Director” means the chief administrative officer of a screening service, short-term care facility, or 
special psychiatric hospital.

l.  “Division” means the Division of Mental Health and Addiction Services in the Department of Human 
Services.

m.  “In need of involuntary commitment” or “in need of involuntary commitment to treatment” means 
that an adult with mental illness, whose mental illness causes the person to be dangerous to self or 
dangerous to others or property and who is unwilling to accept appropriate treatment voluntarily after it 
has been offered, needs outpatient treatment or inpatient care at a short-term care or psychiatric facility 
or special psychiatric hospital because other services are not appropriate or available to meet the 
person’s mental health care needs.

n.  “Institution” means any State or county facility providing inpatient care, supervision, and treatment 
for persons with developmental disabilities; except that with respect to the maintenance provisions of 
Title 30 of the Revised Statutes, institution also means any psychiatric facility for the treatment of 
persons with mental illness.

o.  “Mental health agency or facility” means a legal entity which receives funds from the State, county, 
or federal government to provide mental health services.

p.  “Mental health screener” means a psychiatrist, psychologist, social worker, registered professional 
nurse, licensed marriage and family therapist, or other individual trained to do outreach only for the 
purposes of psychological assessment who is employed by a screening service and possesses the 
license, academic training or experience, as required by the commissioner pursuant to regulation; 
except that a psychiatrist and a State licensed clinical psychologist who meet the requirements for 
mental health screener shall not have to comply with any additional requirements adopted by the 
commissioner.

q.  “Mental hospital” means, for the purposes of the payment and maintenance provisions of Title 30 of 
the Revised Statutes, a psychiatric facility.

r.  “Mental illness” means a current, substantial disturbance of thought, mood, perception, or orientation 
which significantly impairs judgment, capacity to control behavior, or capacity to recognize reality, but 
does not include simple alcohol intoxication, transitory reaction to drug ingestion, organic brain 
syndrome, or developmental disability unless it results in the severity of impairment described herein. 
The term mental illness is not limited to “psychosis” or “active psychosis,” but shall include all conditions 
that result in the severity of impairment described herein.

s.  “Patient” means a person over the age of 18 who has been admitted to, but not discharged from a 
short-term care or psychiatric facility, or who has been assigned to, but not discharged from an 
outpatient treatment provider.

t.  “Physician” means a person who is licensed to practice medicine in any one of the United States or 
its territories, or the District of Columbia.

u.  “Psychiatric facility” means a State psychiatric hospital listed in R.S.30:1-7, a county psychiatric 
hospital, or a psychiatric unit of a county hospital.

v.  “Psychiatrist” means a physician who has completed the training requirements of the American 
Board of Psychiatry and Neurology.

w.  “Psychiatric unit of a general hospital” means an inpatient unit of a general hospital that restricts its 
services to the care and treatment of persons with mental illness who are admitted on a voluntary 
basis.

x.  “Psychologist” means a person who is licensed as a psychologist by the New Jersey Board of 
Psychological Examiners.
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y.  “Screening certificate” means a clinical certificate executed by a psychiatrist or other physician 
affiliated with a screening service.

z.  “Screening service” means a public or private ambulatory care service, whether or not affiliated with 
a hospital, designated by the commissioner, which provides mental health services including 
assessment, emergency, and referral services to persons with mental illness in a specified geographic 
area.

aa.  “Screening outreach visit” means an evaluation provided by a mental health screener wherever the 
person may be when clinically relevant information indicates the person may need involuntary 
commitment to treatment and is unable or unwilling to come to a screening service.

bb.  “Short-term care facility” means an inpatient, community based mental health treatment facility that 
is designated to provide acute care and assessment services to a person with mental illness whose 
mental illness causes the person to be dangerous to self or dangerous to others or property. A short-
term care facility is authorized to serve persons from a specified geographic area, may be a part of a 
general hospital or other appropriate health care facility, and shall meet certificate of need requirements 
and be licensed and inspected by the Department of Health pursuant to P.L.1971, c.136 (C.26:2H-1 et 
seq.).

cc.  “Special psychiatric hospital” means a public or private hospital licensed by the Department of 
Health to provide voluntary and involuntary mental health services, including assessment, care, 
supervision, treatment, and rehabilitation services to persons with mental illness.

dd.  “Treatment team” means one or more persons, including at least one psychiatrist or physician, and 
may include a psychologist, social worker, nurse, licensed marriage and family therapist, and other 
appropriate services providers. A treatment team provides mental health services to a patient of a 
screening service, outpatient treatment provider, or short-term care or psychiatric facility.

ee.  “Voluntary admission” means that an adult with mental illness, whose mental illness causes the 
person to be dangerous to self or dangerous to others or property and is willing to be admitted to a 
facility voluntarily for care, needs care at a short-term care or psychiatric facility because other facilities 
or services are not appropriate or available to meet the person’s mental health needs. A person may 
also be voluntarily admitted to a psychiatric facility if his mental illness presents a substantial likelihood 
of rapid deterioration in functioning in the near future, there are no appropriate community alternatives 
available, and the psychiatric facility can admit the person and remain within its rated capacity.

ff.  “County adjuster” means the person appointed pursuant to R.S.30:4-34.

gg.  “Least restrictive environment” means the available setting and form of treatment that appropriately 
addresses a person’s need for care and the need to respond to dangers to the person, others, or 
property and respects, to the greatest extent practicable, the person’s interests in freedom of 
movement and self-direction.

hh.  “Outpatient treatment” means clinically appropriate care based on proven or promising treatments 
directed to wellness and recovery, provided by a member of the patient’s treatment team to a person 
not in need of inpatient treatment. Outpatient treatment may include, but shall not be limited to, day 
treatment services, case management, residential services, outpatient counseling and psychotherapy, 
and medication treatment.

ii.  “Outpatient treatment provider” means a community-based provider, designated as an outpatient 
treatment provider pursuant to section 8 of P.L.1987, c.116 (C.30:4-27.8), that provides or coordinates 
the provision of outpatient treatment to persons in need of involuntary commitment to treatment.

jj.  “Plan of outpatient treatment” means a plan for recovery from mental illness approved by a court 
pursuant to section 17 of P.L.2009, c.112 (C.30:4-27.15a) that is to be carried out in an outpatient 
setting and is prepared by an outpatient treatment provider for a patient who has a history of 
responding to treatment. The plan may include medication as a component of the plan; however, 
medication shall not be involuntarily administered in an outpatient setting.
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kk.  “Reasonably foreseeable future” means a time frame that may be beyond the immediate or 
imminent, but not longer than a time frame as to which reasonably certain judgments about a person’s 
likely behavior can be reached.

ll.  “Geographic area” means a distinct area of the State that is designated by the commissioner to be 
served by a screening service and may be a county, portion of a county, or multi-county area.

History

L. 1987, c. 116, § 2; amended 1989, c. 73, § 1; 1994, c. 134, § 5; 1995, c. 4, § 2; 2005, c. 55, § 1, eff. Sept. 20, 
2005; 2009, c. 112, § 2, eff. Aug. 11, 2010; 2019, c. 391, § 1, effective August 1, 2020.
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 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.3. Involuntary commitment to treatment

The standards and procedures in this act apply to all adults involuntarily committed to treatment, including 
those assigned to an outpatient treatment provider or admitted to a short-term care facility, psychiatric 
facility or special psychiatric hospital and all adults voluntarily admitted from a screening service to a short-
term care facility or psychiatric facility. The standards and procedures in this act shall not apply to adults 
voluntarily admitted to psychiatric units in general hospitals or special psychiatric hospitals, except as 
provided in section 11 or 20 of P.L.1987, c.116 (C.30:4-27.11 or C.30:4-27.20).

History

L. 1987, c. 116, § 3; amended 2009, c. 112, § 3, eff. Aug. 11, 2010.
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 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.4. Screening services

a.  The commissioner, in consultation with the appropriate county mental health board and consistent with 
the approved county mental health plan, shall designate one or more mental health agencies or facilities in 
each geographic area in the State as a screening service. The commissioner shall so designate an agency 
or facility only with the approval of the agency’s or facility’s governing body.

b.  In designating the screening services, the commissioner shall ensure that screening services are 
accessible to all persons in the State who need these services. To ensure accessibility to mental health 
services, the commissioner shall accept, on or after the effective date [Aug. 1, 2020] of P.L.2019, c.391 
(C.30:4-27.4a et al.), an application from a screening service to expand services that are tailored to meet 
the needs of the persons in its geographic area. The expanded services may include, but need not be 
limited to, establishing a satellite program that is situated in a location separate from a screening service 
and that provides services emphasizing outreach and early intervention.

c.  The commissioner shall ensure that screening service evaluation is the preferred process for entry into 
outpatient treatment, short-term care facilities, or psychiatric facilities so that appropriate consideration is 
given to less restrictive treatment alternatives.

History

L. 1987, c. 116, § 4; amended 2009, c. 112, § 4, eff. Aug. 11, 2010; 2019, c. 391, § 2, effective August 1, 2020.
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 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.4a. Duties of department

The department shall:

a.  collect, at a minimum, data about the expanded services provided by a screening service pursuant 
to section 4 of P.L.1987, c.116 (C.30:4-27.4), the utilization of these services, and the services to which 
individuals were referred, if any, after receiving the expanded services; and

b.  issue a report, within one year of a screening service expanding its services pursuant to section 4 of 
P.L.1987, c.116 (C.30:4-27.4) and annually thereafter, to the Governor and pursuant to section 2 of 
P.L.1991, c.164 (C.52:14-19.1) to the Legislature, based on the information collected pursuant to 
subsection a. of this section. The report shall include a review and analysis of the collected data and 
any recommendations for improvements to the expanded services.

History

L. 2019, c. 391, § 3, effective August 1, 2020.
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 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.5. Screening service procedures

The commissioner shall adopt rules and regulations pursuant to the “Administrative Procedure Act,” 
P.L.1968, c.410 (C.52:14B-1 et seq.) regarding a screening service and its staff that effectuate the following 
purposes and procedures:

a.  A screening service shall serve as the facility in the public mental health care treatment system 
wherein a person believed to be in need of involuntary commitment to outpatient treatment, a short-
term care facility, psychiatric facility or special psychiatric hospital undergoes an assessment to 
determine what mental health services are appropriate for the person and where those services may be 
most appropriately provided in the least restrictive environment.

The screening service may provide emergency and consensual treatment to the person receiving the 
assessment and may transport the person or detain the person up to 24 hours for the purposes of providing 
the treatment and conducting the assessment.

b.  When a person is assessed by a mental health screener and involuntary commitment to treatment 
seems necessary, the screener shall provide, on a screening document prescribed by the division, 
information regarding the person’s history and available alternative facilities and services that are 
deemed inappropriate for the person. When appropriate and available, and as permitted by law, the 
screener shall make reasonable efforts to gather information from the person’s family or significant 
others for the purposes of preparing the screening document. If a psychiatrist, in consideration of this 
document and in conjunction with the psychiatrist’s own complete assessment, concludes that the 
person is in need of commitment to treatment, the psychiatrist shall complete the screening certificate. 
The screening certificate shall be completed by a psychiatrist except in those circumstances where the 
division’s contract with the screening service provides that another physician may complete the 
certificate.

Upon completion of the screening certificate, screening service staff shall determine, in consultation with 
the psychiatrist or another physician, as appropriate, the least restrictive environment for the appropriate 
treatment to which the person shall be assigned or admitted, taking into account the person’s prior history 
of hospitalization and treatment and the person’s current mental health condition. Screening service staff 
shall designate:

(1)  inpatient treatment for the person if he is immediately or imminently dangerous or if outpatient 
treatment is deemed inadequate to render the person unlikely to be dangerous to self, others or 
property within the reasonably foreseeable future; and

(2)  outpatient treatment for the person when outpatient treatment is deemed sufficient to render the 
person unlikely to be dangerous to self, others or property within the reasonably foreseeable future.

If the screening service staff determines that the person is in need of involuntary commitment to outpatient 
treatment, the screening service staff shall consult with an outpatient treatment provider to arrange, if 
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possible, for an appropriate interim plan of outpatient treatment in accordance with section 9 of P.L.2009, 
c.112 (C.30:4-27.8a).

If a person has been admitted three times or has been an inpatient for 60 days at a short-term care facility 
during the preceding 12 months, consideration shall be given to not placing the person in a short-term care 
facility.

The person shall be admitted to the appropriate facility or assigned to the appropriate outpatient treatment 
provider, as appropriate for treatment, as soon as possible. Screening service staff are authorized to 
coordinate initiation of outpatient treatment or transport the person or arrange for transportation of the 
person to the appropriate facility.

c.  If the mental health screener determines that the person is not in need of assignment or 
commitment to an outpatient treatment provider, or admission or commitment to a short-term care 
facility, psychiatric facility or special psychiatric hospital, the screener shall refer the person to an 
appropriate community mental health or social services agency or appropriate professional or inpatient 
care in a psychiatric unit of a general hospital.

d.  A mental health screener shall make a screening outreach visit if the screener determines, based on 
clinically relevant information provided by an individual with personal knowledge of the person subject 
to screening, that the person may need involuntary commitment to treatment and the person is 
unwilling or unable to come to the screening service for an assessment.

e.  If the mental health screener pursuant to this assessment determines that there is reasonable cause 
to believe that a person is in need of involuntary commitment to treatment, the screener shall so certify 
the need on a form prepared by the division.

History

L. 1987, c. 116, § 5; amended 2009, c. 112, § 5, eff. Aug. 11, 2010.
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Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.6. Custody

A State or local law enforcement officer shall take custody of a person and take the person immediately and 
directly to a screening service if:

a.  On the basis of personal observation, the law enforcement officer has reasonable cause to believe 
that the person is in need of involuntary commitment to treatment;

b.  A mental health screener has certified on a form prescribed by the division that based on a 
screening outreach visit the person is in need of involuntary commitment to treatment and has 
requested the person be taken to the screening service for a complete assessment;

c.  The court orders that a person subject to an order of conditional discharge issued pursuant to 
subsection c. of section 15 of P.L.1987, c.116 (C.30:4-27.15) who has failed to follow the conditions of 
the discharge be taken to a screening service for an assessment; or

d.  An outpatient treatment provider has certified on a form prescribed by the division that the provider 
has reasonable cause to believe the person is in need of evaluation for commitment to treatment.

The involvement of the law enforcement authority shall continue at the screening service as long as 
necessary to protect the safety of the person in custody and the safety of the community from which the 
person was taken.

History

L. 1987, c. 116, § 6; amended 2009, c. 112, § 6, eff. Aug. 11, 2010.
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Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.7. Immunity from liability

a.  A law enforcement officer, screening service, outpatient treatment provider or short-term care facility 
designated staff person or their respective employers, acting in good faith pursuant to P.L.1987, c.116 
(C.30:4-27.1 et seq.) and P.L.2009, c.112 who takes reasonable steps to assess, take custody of, detain or 
transport an individual for the purposes of mental health assessment or treatment is immune from civil and 
criminal liability.

b.  An emergency services or medical transport person or their respective employers, acting in good faith 
pursuant to this act and pursuant to the direction of a person designated in subsection a. of this section, 
who takes reasonable steps to take custody of, detain or transport an individual for the purpose of mental 
health assessment or treatment is immune from civil and criminal liability.

For the purposes of this subsection, “emergency services or medical transport person” means a member of 
a first aid, ambulance, rescue squad or fire department, whether paid or volunteer, auxiliary police officer or 
paramedic.

History

L. 1987, c. 116, § 7; amended 1992, c. 152; amended 2009, c. 112, § 7, eff. Aug. 11, 2010.
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§ 30:4-27.8. Short-term care facilities designated

a.  The commissioner, in consultation with the Commissioner of Health and Senior Services, shall 
designate one or more mental health agencies or facilities in each county or multi-county region in the State 
as short-term care facilities. The commissioner shall so designate an agency or facility only with the 
approval of the agency’s or facility’s governing body.

b.  The commissioner shall designate one or more mental health agencies in each county or multi-county 
region in the State as an outpatient treatment provider, and shall authorize the designated outpatient 
treatment provider to provide services to persons from a specified geographic area. The commissioner shall 
so designate an agency only with the approval of the agency’s governing body.

History

L. 1987, c. 116, § 8; amended 2009, c. 112, § 8, eff. Aug. 11, 2010.
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§ 30:4-27.8a. Plan of outpatient treatment developed by provider

a.  An outpatient treatment provider shall develop a plan of outpatient treatment, in cooperation with 
screening service or short term care facility staff or the court, as applicable, for patients committed and 
assigned to outpatient treatment by screening service staff or order of a court, or both. When appropriate 
and available, and as permitted by law, the provider shall make reasonable efforts to gather information 
from the patient’s family or significant others for the purposes of developing the plan of outpatient 
treatment.

b.  During the time a patient is assigned to the outpatient treatment provider for services pursuant to a 
commitment to outpatient treatment, the outpatient treatment provider shall provide and coordinate the 
provision of care consistent with the plan of outpatient treatment.

c.  If a patient fails to materially comply with the plan of outpatient treatment during the time the patient is 
assigned by a screening service to the outpatient treatment provider for services pursuant to a commitment 
to outpatient treatment, or if the outpatient treatment provider determines that the plan of outpatient 
treatment is inadequate to meet the patient’s mental health needs, the provider shall notify the screening 
service of the material noncompliance or plan inadequacy, as applicable, and the patient shall be referred 
to a screening service for an assessment to determine what mental health services are appropriate and 
where those services may be provided, in accordance with section 5 of P.L.1987, c.116 (C.30:4-27.5). In 
such a case, the patient shall be afforded the protections and procedures provided for in P.L.1987, c.116 
and P.L.2009, c.112.

d.  If a patient fails to materially comply with the plan of outpatient treatment during the time the patient is 
assigned by a court to the outpatient treatment provider for services pursuant to a commitment to outpatient 
treatment, or if the outpatient treatment provider determines that the plan of outpatient treatment is 
inadequate to meet the patient’s mental health needs, the provider shall notify the court and screening 
service of the material noncompliance or plan inadequacy, as applicable, and the patient shall be referred 
to a screening service for an assessment to determine what mental health services are appropriate and 
where those services may be provided, in accordance with section 5 of P.L.1987, c.116 (C.30:4-27.5). In 
such a case, the patient shall be afforded the protections and procedures provided for in P.L.1987, c.116 
and P.L.2009, c.112.

e.  If an outpatient treatment provider determines that a plan of outpatient treatment is inadequate and 
needs to be modified, but referral to a screening service is not necessary, the provider shall seek court 
approval for such modification and shall notify the court, the patient’s attorney and the county adjuster of 
the request for court approval of such modification.

History

L. 2009, c. 112, § 9, eff. Aug. 11, 2010.
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§ 30:4-27.10. Court proceedings

a.  

(1)  A short-term care or psychiatric facility or a special psychiatric hospital shall initiate court 
proceedings for involuntary commitment to inpatient or outpatient treatment by submitting to the court a 
clinical certificate completed by a psychiatrist on the patient’s treatment team or an electronically 
scanned clinical certificate in lieu of the original certificate, and the screening certificate or an 
electronically scanned screening certificate in lieu of the original certificate which authorized admission 
of the patient to the facility; provided, however, that both certificates shall not be signed by the same 
psychiatrist unless the psychiatrist has made a reasonable but unsuccessful attempt to have another 
psychiatrist conduct the evaluation and execute the certificate.

(2)  A screening service or outpatient treatment provider shall initiate court proceedings for commitment 
to outpatient treatment by submitting to the court a clinical certificate completed by a psychiatrist on the 
patient’s treatment team or an electronically scanned clinical certificate in lieu of the original certificate, 
and the screening certificate or an electronically scanned screening certificate in lieu of the original 
certificate which authorized assignment of the patient to outpatient treatment with the outpatient 
treatment provider; provided, however, that both certificates shall not be signed by the same 
psychiatrist unless the psychiatrist has made a reasonable but unsuccessful attempt to have another 
psychiatrist conduct the evaluation and execute the certificate.

b.  Court proceedings for the involuntary commitment to treatment of any person not referred by a 
screening service may be initiated by the submission to the court of two clinical certificates, at least one of 
which is prepared by a psychiatrist. The person shall not be involuntarily committed before the court issues 
a temporary court order.

c.  A court proceeding for involuntary commitment to treatment of an inmate who is scheduled for release 
upon expiration of a maximum term of incarceration shall be initiated by the Attorney General or county 
prosecutor by submission to the court of two clinical certificates, at least one of which is prepared by a 
psychiatrist.

d.  The Attorney General, in exercise of the State’s authority as parens patriae, may initiate a court 
proceeding for the involuntary commitment to treatment of any person in accordance with the procedures 
set forth in subsection a. or b. of this section. When the Attorney General determines that the public safety 
requires initiation of a proceeding pursuant to subsection b. of this section, the Attorney General may apply 
to the court for an order compelling the psychiatric evaluation of the person. The court shall grant the 
Attorney General’s application if the court finds that there is reasonable cause to believe that the person 
may be in need of involuntary commitment to treatment. The Attorney General may delegate the authority 
granted pursuant to this subsection, on a case by case basis, to the county prosecutor.

e.  Any person who is a relative by blood or marriage of the person being screened who executes a clinical 
certificate, or any person who signs a clinical certificate for any purpose or motive other than for purposes 
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of care, treatment and confinement of a person in need of involuntary commitment to treatment, shall be 
guilty of a crime of the fourth degree.

f.  Upon receiving these documents the court shall immediately review them in order to determine whether 
there is probable cause to believe that the person is in need of involuntary commitment to treatment.

g.  If the court finds that there is probable cause to believe that the person, other than a person whose 
commitment is sought pursuant to subsection c. of this section, is in need of involuntary commitment to 
treatment, it shall issue a temporary order authorizing the assignment of the person to an outpatient 
treatment provider or the admission to or retention of the person in the custody of the facility, that is both 
appropriate to the person’s condition and is the least restrictive environment, pending a final hearing.

h.  If the court finds that there is probable cause to believe that a person whose commitment is sought 
pursuant to subsection c. of this section is in need of involuntary commitment to treatment, it shall issue an 
order setting a date for a final hearing and authorizing the Commissioner of the Department of Corrections 
to arrange for temporary commitment pursuant to section 2 of P.L.1986, c.71 (C.30:4-82.2) to the Ann Klein 
Forensic Center in Trenton or other facility designated for the criminally insane pending the final hearing 
and prior to the expiration of the person’s term. The order shall specifically provide for transfer of custody to 
the Ann Klein Forensic Center in Trenton or other facility designated for the criminally insane if the person’s 
maximum term will expire prior to the final hearing.

i.  In the case of a person committed to treatment at a short-term care facility or special psychiatric hospital, 
after the facility’s treatment team conducts a mental and physical examination, administers appropriate 
treatment and prepares a discharge assessment, the facility may transfer the patient to a psychiatric facility 
prior to the final hearing; provided that: (1) the patient, his family and his attorney are given 24 hours’ 
advance notice of the pending transfer; and (2) the transfer is accomplished in a manner which will give the 
receiving facility adequate time to examine the patient, become familiar with his behavior and condition and 
prepare for the hearing. In no event shall the transfer be made less than five days prior to the date of the 
hearing unless an unexpected transfer is dictated by a change in the person’s clinical condition.

j.  A clinical certificate or screening certificate that is electronically scanned pursuant to subsection a. or b. 
of this section shall be transmitted in accordance with the Rules of Court.

History

L. 1987, c. 116, § 10; amended 1994, c. 134, § 6; 2009, c. 112, § 11, eff. Aug. 11, 2010; 2014, c. 43, § 1, eff. Sept. 
10, 2014.
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>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.9. Purposes, procedures

Outpatient treatment providers, short-term care facilities, psychiatric facilities and special psychiatric 
hospitals shall effectuate the following purposes and procedures:

a.  An outpatient treatment provider to which a person has been assigned pursuant to an order of 
continued involuntary commitment to treatment pursuant to section 15 of P.L.1987, c.116 (C.30:4-
27.15) shall maintain the plan of outpatient treatment approved by the court pursuant to section 17 of 
P.L.2009, c.112 (C.30:4-27.15a), and shall notify the court, the person’s attorney and the county 
adjuster of any material non-compliance with the plan by the person and of the inadequacy of the plan 
of outpatient treatment to meet the person’s mental health needs, if applicable, and seek court approval 
for a modification to a plan of outpatient treatment, as provided for in section 9 of P.L.2009, c.112 
(C.30:4-27.8a).

The director or chief executive officer of a short-term care facility, psychiatric facility or special psychiatric 
hospital shall have custody of a person while that person is detained in the facility and shall notify:

(1)  appropriate public or private agencies to arrange for the care of any dependents and to ensure the 
protection of the person’s property; and (2) appropriate ambulatory mental health providers for the 
purposes of beginning discharge planning.

If a person is admitted to a psychiatric facility, the chief executive officer of the facility shall promptly notify 
the county adjuster of the person’s county of residence that the person has been admitted to the facility.

The facility is authorized to provide assessment, treatment and rehabilitation services and shall provide 
discharge planning services as required pursuant to section 18 of P.L.1987, c.116 (C.30:4-27.18).

The facility is authorized to detain persons involuntarily committed to the facility.

b.  A person shall not be involuntarily committed to treatment at an outpatient treatment provider, short-
term care or psychiatric facility, or special psychiatric hospital unless the person is in need of 
involuntary commitment to treatment.

The person shall be assigned involuntarily to an outpatient treatment provider or admitted involuntarily to a 
facility only by referral from a screening service or temporary court order. The person may be admitted 
voluntarily to a short-term care or psychiatric facility or special psychiatric hospital only after the person has 
been advised orally and in writing of the discharge provisions established pursuant to P.L.1987, c.116 
(C.30:4-27.1 et seq.) and P.L.2009, c.112 (C.30:4-27.8a et al.) and of the subsequent possibility that the 
facility may initiate involuntary commitment proceedings for the person.

c.  A short-term care or psychiatric facility, or special psychiatric hospital may detain a person, admitted 
to the facility involuntarily by referral from a screening service without a temporary court order, for no 
more than 72 hours from the time the screening certificate was executed. During this period of time the 
facility shall initiate court proceedings for the involuntary commitment of the person pursuant to section 
10 of P.L.1987, c.116 (C.30:4-27.10).
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d.  A person shall not be assigned to an outpatient treatment provider by referral from a screening 
service without a temporary court order, for more than 72 hours from the time the screening certificate 
was executed. During this period of time the provider shall initiate court proceedings for the involuntary 
commitment of the person pursuant to section 10 of P.L.1987, c.116 (C.30:4-27.10).

History

L. 1987, c. 116, § 9; amended 2009, c. 112, § 10, eff. Aug. 11, 2010.
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Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.11. Patient rights

A patient admitted to a short-term care or psychiatric facility or special psychiatric hospital either on a 
voluntary or involuntary basis, or assigned to an outpatient treatment provider has the following rights:

a.  The right to have examinations and services provided in the patient’s primary means of 
communication including, as soon as possible, the aid of an interpreter if needed because the patient is 
of limited English-speaking ability or suffers from a speech or hearing impairment;

b.  The right to a verbal explanation of the reasons for admission to the facility or assignment to the 
provider, as applicable, the availability of an attorney and the rights provided in P.L.1987, c.116 
(C.30:4-27.1 et seq.) and P.L.2009, c.112; and

c.  The right to be represented by an attorney and, if unrepresented or unable to afford an attorney, the 
right to be provided with an attorney paid for by the appropriate government agency. An attorney 
representing a patient has the right to inspect and copy the patient’s clinical chart.

The clinical director of the facility, or the outpatient treatment provider, as appropriate, shall ensure that a 
written statement of the rights provided in P.L.1987, c.116 (C.30:4-27.1 et seq.) and P.L.2009, c.112 is 
provided to patients at the time of admission or assignment, as applicable, as soon as possible thereafter, 
and to patients and their families upon request.

History

L. 1987, c. 116, § 11; amended 2009, c. 112, § 12, eff. Aug. 11, 2010.

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes
Copyright © 2023 All rights reserved.

End of Document

https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:5F0Y-C321-6F13-04G9-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:5F0Y-C321-6F13-04FX-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:5DS3-SKJ1-DY1N-S45G-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:5F0Y-C321-6F13-04FX-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:5DS3-SKJ1-DY1N-S45G-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:5DS3-SKJ1-DY1N-S45G-00000-00&context=1530671
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 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.11a. Findings, declarations

The Legislature finds and declares that:

a.  It is of paramount public interest to ensure the rights of all patients in inpatient psychiatric facilities, 
including those persons being assessed or receiving treatment on an involuntary basis in screening 
services and short-term care facilities as defined in section 2 of P.L.1987, c.116 (C.30:4-27.2);

b.  The rights set forth in section 10 of P.L.1965, c.59 (C.30:4-24.2) apply to any person who has been 
involuntarily committed to a State or county psychiatric hospital, a psychiatric unit of a county hospital, 
or a special psychiatric hospital in accordance with the laws of this State;

c.  Because involuntary assessment and treatment in a screening service and involuntary commitment 
to a short-term care facility involve the deprivation of a patient’s liberty, it is necessary to specify and 
guarantee by statute the rights to which that patient is entitled, in a manner similar to that provided for a 
patient who is involuntarily committed to a State or county psychiatric hospital, a psychiatric unit of a 
county hospital, or a special psychiatric hospital, while recognizing the administrative, structural, and 
staffing features of screening services and short-term care facilities which are different from State or 
county psychiatric hospitals, psychiatric units of county hospitals, or special psychiatric hospitals, as 
well as recognizing differences between the administrative, structural, and staffing features of 
screening services and short-term care facilities by providing a separate guarantee of rights for patients 
in each of these settings; and

d.  All patients who are receiving assessment or treatment on an involuntary basis in screening 
services and short-term care facilities, as defined in section 2 of P.L.1987, c.116 (C.30:4-27.2), are 
entitled to receive professional treatment of the highest standard and, unless the patient is mentally 
incapacitated, to participate in their treatment and discharge planning to the fullest extent possible.

History

L. 1991, c. 233, § 1; amended 2013, c. 103, § 81, eff. Aug. 7, 2013.
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 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.11b. Definitions

As used in this act:

“Patient” means a person 18 years of age and older who is being involuntarily assessed or treated in a 
screening service or who has been involuntarily committed to a short-term care facility in accordance with 
the provisions of P.L. 1987, c. 116 (C. 30:4-27.1 et seq.).

“Screening service” means a “screening service” as defined in section 2 of P.L. 1987, c. 116 (C. 30:4-27.2), 
and includes psychiatric emergency services which are funded by the Division of Mental Health and 
Hospitals in the Department of Human Services and are affiliated with a screening service.

“Short-term care facility” means a “short-term care facility” as defined in section 2 of P.L. 1987, c. 116 (C. 
30:4-27.2).

History

L. 1991, c. 233, § 2.
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N.J. Stat. § 30:4-27.11c

 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.11c. Patient not deprived of rights through receiving assessment, 
treatment

a.  Subject to any other provisions of law and the Constitutions of New Jersey and the United States, a 
patient shall not be deprived of a civil right solely by reason of receiving assessment or treatment under the 
provisions of P.L.1987, c.116 (C.30:4-27.1 et seq.), nor shall the assessment or treatment modify or vary a 
legal or civil right of that patient, including, but not limited to, the right to register for and to vote at elections, 
or rights relating to the granting, forfeiture, or denial of a license, permit, privilege, or benefit pursuant to any 
law.

b.  A patient shall be entitled to all rights set forth in this act and shall retain all rights not specifically denied 
under P.L.1987, c.116 (C.30:4-27.1 et seq.) and P.L.1989, c.170 (C.26:2H-12.7 et seq.).

c.  A patient shall not be presumed to be mentally incapacitated solely because of an examination or 
treatment for mental illness.

d.  A patient shall be entitled to a writ of habeas corpus upon proper petition by the patient, a relative, or a 
friend to a court of competent jurisdiction in the county in which the patient is detained and shall further be 
entitled to enforce, by civil action or other remedies otherwise available by common law or statute, any of 
the rights provided in P.L.1991, c.233 (C.30:4-27.11a et seq.).

History

L. 1991, c. 233, § 3; amended 2013, c. 103, § 82, eff. Aug. 7, 2013.

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes
Copyright © 2023 All rights reserved.

End of Document

https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:5F0Y-C321-6F13-04GD-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:5F0Y-C321-6F13-04FX-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:5F0Y-C321-6F13-04FX-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:4J61-XCG0-002W-P0W4-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:5F0Y-C1S1-6F13-00BM-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:4J61-XC50-002W-P034-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:5F0Y-C321-6F13-04GB-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:4J61-XC50-002W-P034-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:5DS3-SW21-DY1N-S0VF-00000-00&context=1530671


N.J. Stat. § 30:4-27.11d

 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.11d. Rights of patient in short-term care facility

a.  A patient in a short-term care facility shall have the following rights, which shall not be denied under any 
circumstances. A list of these rights shall be posted in a conspicuous place in each room designated for 
use by a patient and otherwise brought to the patient’s attention pursuant to subsection d. of this section:

(1)  To be free from unnecessary or excessive medication. Medication shall not be administered unless 
at the written or verbal order of a physician. A verbal order shall be valid only for a period of 24 hours, 
after which a written order for the medication shall be completed. At least weekly, the attending 
physician shall review the drug regimen of each patient under the physician’s care. Medication shall be 
administered in accordance with generally accepted medical standards as part of a treatment program. 
Medication shall not be used as punishment, for the convenience of staff, as a substitute for a 
treatment program, or in quantities that interfere with the patient’s treatment program.

In an emergency in which less restrictive or appropriate alternatives acceptable to the patient are not 
available to prevent imminent danger to the patient or others, medication may be administered over a 
patient’s objection at the written order of a physician, which shall be valid for a period of up to 72 hours, 
in order to lessen the danger.

A patient’s right to refuse medication when imminent danger to the patient or others is not present may 
be overridden by a written policy which has been adopted by the short-term care facility to protect the 
patient’s right to exercise informed consent to the administration of medication. The written policy shall, 
at a minimum, provide for appropriate procedures that ensure notice to the patient of the decision by 
the attending physician or other designated physician to administer medication, and the right to 
question the physician about the physician’s decision to administer medication and to provide 
information to the physician regarding that decision. The written policy shall also provide for review of 
the patient’s decision to object to the administration of medication by a psychiatrist who is not directly 
involved in the patient’s treatment. The psychiatrist shall not override the patient’s decision to object to 
the administration of medication unless the psychiatrist determines that: the patient is incapable, 
without medication, of participating in a treatment plan that will provide a realistic opportunity of 
improving the patient’s condition; or, although it is possible to devise a treatment plan that will provide a 
realistic opportunity of improving the patient’s condition without medication, a treatment plan which 
includes medication would probably improve the patient’s condition within a significantly shorter time 
period, or there is a significant possibility that, without medication, the patient will harm himself or 
others before improvement of the patient’s condition is realized.

An adult who has been voluntarily committed to a short-term care facility shall have the right to refuse 
medication.

(2)  Not to be subjected to psychosurgery or sterilization, without the express and informed, written 
consent of the patient after consultation with counsel or interested party of the patient’s choice. A copy 
of the patient’s consent shall be placed in the patient’s treatment record. If the patient has been 
adjudicated incapacitated, a court of competent jurisdiction shall hold a hearing to determine the 
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necessity of the procedure. The patient shall be physically present at the hearing, represented by 
counsel, and provided the right and opportunity to be confronted with and to cross-examine all 
witnesses alleging the necessity of the procedure. In these proceedings, the burden of proof shall be on 
the party alleging the necessity of the procedure. In the event that a patient cannot afford counsel, the 
court shall appoint an attorney not less than 10 days before the hearing. An attorney so appointed shall 
be entitled to a reasonable fee to be determined by the court and paid by the State.

(3)  To be free from unnecessary physical restraint and seclusion. Except for an emergency in which a 
patient has caused substantial property damage or has attempted to harm himself or others, or in which 
the patient’s behavior threatens to harm himself or others, and in which less restrictive means of 
restraint are not feasible, a patient may be physically restrained or placed in seclusion only on an 
attending physician’s written order or that of another designated physician which explains the rationale 
for that action. The written order may be given only after the attending physician or other designated 
physician has personally seen the patient, and evaluated the episode or situation that is said to require 
restraint or seclusion.

In an emergency, the use of restraints or seclusion may be initiated by a registered professional nurse 
and shall be for no more than one hour. Within that hour, the nurse shall consult with the attending 
physician or other designated physician and, if continued restraint or seclusion is determined to be 
necessary, shall obtain an order from the attending physician or other designated physician to continue 
the use of restraints or seclusion. If an order is given, the patient shall be reevaluated by the nurse or 
the attending physician or other designated physician as to the patient’s physical and psychiatric 
condition and the need for continuing the restraints or seclusion at least every two hours until the use of 
restraints or seclusion has ended.

The patient’s attending physician or other designated physician shall enter a written order approving 
the continued use of restraints or seclusion no later than 24 hours after the time that physical restraint 
or seclusion began, and only after the physician has personally seen the patient. A written order by the 
physician for the continued use of restraints or seclusion shall be effective for no more than 24 hours 
and shall be renewed if restraint and seclusion are continued. A medical examination of the patient 
shall be conducted every 12 hours by a physician.

While a patient is in restraints or seclusion, nursing personnel shall check the patient’s hygienic, 
toileting, food-related, and other needs every 15 minutes. A notation of these checks shall be placed in 
the patient’s medical record along with the order for restraints or seclusion. A patient in restraints shall 
be permitted to ambulate every four hours, except when the patient’s psychiatric condition would make 
a release from restraints dangerous to the patient or others, and shall be permitted to ambulate at least 
once every 12 hours regardless of the patient’s psychiatric condition.

(4)  To be free from any form of punishment.

(5)  Not to receive electroconvulsive treatment or participate in experimental research without the 
express and informed, written consent of the patient. The patient shall have the right to consult with 
counsel or interested party of the patient’s choice. A copy of the patient’s consent shall be placed in the 
patient’s treatment record. If the patient has been adjudicated incapacitated, a court of competent 
jurisdiction shall hold a hearing to determine the necessity of the procedure. The patient shall be 
physically present at the hearing, represented by counsel, and provided the right and opportunity to be 
confronted with and to cross-examine all witnesses alleging the necessity of the procedure. In these 
proceedings, the burden of proof shall be on the party alleging the necessity of the procedure. In the 
event that a patient cannot afford counsel, the court shall appoint an attorney not less than 10 days 
before the hearing. An attorney so appointed shall be entitled to a reasonable fee to be determined by 
the court and paid by the State.

b.  A patient receiving treatment in a short-term care facility shall have the following rights, which may only 
be denied pursuant to subsection c. of this section. A list of these rights shall be posted in a conspicuous 
place in each room designated for use by a patient and otherwise brought to the patient’s attention 
pursuant to subsection d. of this section:
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(1)  To privacy and dignity.

(2)  To the least restrictive conditions necessary to achieve the purposes of treatment.

(3)  To wear the patient’s own clothes; to have access to and use nondangerous personal possessions 
including toilet articles; and to have access to and be allowed to spend a reasonable sum of money for 
expenses and small purchases.

(4)  To have access to individual storage space for private use.

(5)  To see visitors each day.

(6)  To have reasonable access to and use of telephones, both to make and receive confidential calls.

(7)  To have ready access to letter writing materials, including stamps, and to mail and receive 
unopened correspondence.

(8)  To regular physical exercise or organized physical activities several times a week.

(9)  To be outdoors at regular and frequent intervals, in the absence of medical considerations, 
commencing two weeks after admission, except where the physical location of the short-term care 
facility precludes outdoor exercise or would render the supervision of outdoor exercise too onerous for 
the facility.

(10)  To suitable opportunities for interaction with members of the opposite sex, with adequate 
supervision.

(11)  To practice the patient’s religion of choice or abstain from religious practices. Provisions for 
worship shall be made available to each patient on a nondiscriminatory basis.

(12)  To receive prompt and adequate medical treatment for any physical ailment.

(13)  To be provided with a reasonable explanation, in terms and language appropriate to the patient’s 
condition and ability to understand, of:

(a)  the patient’s general mental and physical condition;

(b)  the objectives of the patient’s treatment;

(c)  the nature and significant possible adverse effects of recommended treatments;

(d)  the reasons why a particular treatment is considered appropriate; and

(e)  the reasons for the denial of any of the patient’s rights pursuant to subsection c. of this section.

c.  

(1)  A patient’s rights designated under subsection b. of this section may be denied only for good cause 
when the attending physician feels it is imperative to deny any of these rights; except that, under no 
circumstances shall a patient’s right to communicate with the patient’s attorney, physician, or the courts 
be restricted. The denial of a patient’s rights shall take effect only after a copy of the written notice of 
the denial has been filed in the patient’s treatment record and shall include an explanation of the 
reason for the denial.

(2)  A denial of rights shall be effective for a period not to exceed 10 days and shall be renewed for 
additional 10-day periods only by a written statement entered by the attending physician or other 
designated physician in the patient’s treatment record indicating the detailed reason for the renewal of 
the denial.

(3)  In each instance of a denial or a renewal, the patient, the patient’s attorney, and the patient’s 
guardian, if the patient has been adjudicated incapacitated, shall be given written notice of the denial or 
renewal and the reason.

d.  A notice of the rights set forth in this section shall be given to a patient in a short-term care facility upon 
admission. The notice shall be written in simple understandable language. It shall be in a language the 
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patient understands and if the patient cannot read the notice, it shall be read to the patient. If a patient is 
adjudicated incapacitated, the notice shall be given to the patient’s guardian. Receipt of this notice shall be 
acknowledged in writing with a copy placed in the patient’s file. If the patient or guardian refuses to 
acknowledge receipt of the notice, the person delivering the notice shall state this in writing, with a copy 
placed in the patient’s file.

History

L. 1991, c. 233, § 4; amended 2013, c. 103, § 83, eff. Aug. 7, 2013.
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 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.11e. Rights of patient in screening service

a.  A patient in a screening service shall have the following rights, which shall apply during the first 24 hours 
of involuntary assessment and care provided at a screening service and which shall not be denied under 
any circumstances. A list of these rights shall be posted in a conspicuous place in the screening service 
and otherwise brought to the patient’s attention pursuant to subsection d. of this section:

(1)  To be free from unnecessary or excessive medication. Medication shall not be administered unless 
at the order of a physician. Medication shall be administered in accordance with generally accepted 
medical standards as part of a treatment program. Medication shall not be used as punishment, for the 
convenience of staff, as a substitute for a treatment program, or in quantities that interfere with the 
patient’s treatment program.

In an emergency in which less restrictive or appropriate alternatives acceptable to the patient are not 
available to prevent imminent danger to the patient or others, medication may be administered over a 
patient’s objection at the written order of a physician, which shall be valid for a period of up to 24 hours, 
in order to lessen the danger.

(2)  Not to be subjected to experimental research, psychosurgery, or sterilization, without the express 
and informed, written consent of the patient. The patient shall have the right to consult with counsel or 
interested party of the patient’s choice. A copy of the patient’s consent shall be placed in the patient’s 
treatment record.

(3)  To be free from unnecessary physical restraint and seclusion. Except for an emergency, in which a 
patient has caused substantial property damage or has attempted to harm himself or others, or in which 
the patient’s behavior threatens to harm himself or others, and in which less restrictive means of 
restraint are not feasible, a patient may be physically restrained or placed in seclusion only on an 
attending physician’s written order or that of another designated physician which explains the rationale 
for that action. The written order may be given only after the attending physician or other designated 
physician has personally seen the patient, and evaluated the episode or situation that is said to require 
restraint or seclusion.

In an emergency, the use of restraints or seclusion may be initiated by a registered professional nurse 
and shall be for no more than one hour. Within that hour, the nurse shall consult with the attending 
physician or other designated physician and, if continued restraint or seclusion is determined to be 
necessary, shall obtain an order from the physician to continue the use of restraints or seclusion. If an 
order is given, the patient shall be reevaluated by the nurse or the attending physician or other 
designated physician as to the patient’s physical and psychiatric condition and the need for continuing 
the restraints or seclusion at least every two hours until the use of restraints or seclusion has ended.

The patient’s attending physician or other designated physician shall enter a written order approving 
the continued use of restraints or seclusion no later than 12 hours after the time that physical restraint 
or seclusion began, after the physician has personally seen the patient. A written order by the physician 
for the continued use of restraints or seclusion shall be effective for no more than 24 hours and shall be 
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renewed if restraint and seclusion are continued. A medical examination of the patient shall be 
conducted every 12 hours by a physician.

While a patient is in restraints or seclusion, nursing personnel shall check the patient’s hygienic, 
toileting, food-related, and other needs every 15 minutes. A notation of these checks shall be placed in 
the patient’s medical record along with the order for restraints or seclusion. A patient in restraints shall 
be permitted to ambulate every four hours, except when the patient’s psychiatric condition would make 
a release from restraints dangerous to the patient or others, and shall be permitted to ambulate at least 
once every 12 hours regardless of the patient’s psychiatric condition.

(4)  To be free from any form of punishment.

b.  A patient receiving treatment in a screening service shall have the following rights, which may only be 
denied pursuant to subsection c. of this section. A list of these rights shall be posted in a conspicuous place 
in the screening service and otherwise brought to the patient’s attention pursuant to subsection d. of this 
section:

(1)  To privacy and dignity.

(2)  To the least restrictive conditions necessary to achieve the purposes of treatment.

(3)  To wear the patient’s own clothes, except as necessary for medical examination.

(4)  To see visitors.

(5)  To have reasonable access to and use of telephones, both to make and receive confidential calls.

(6)  To practice the patient’s religion of choice or abstain from religious practices.

(7)  To receive prompt and adequate medical treatment for any physical ailment.

(8)  To be provided with a reasonable explanation, in terms and language appropriate to the patient’s 
condition and ability to understand, of:

(a)  the patient’s general mental condition, and physical condition if the screening service has 
conducted a physical examination of the patient;

(b)  the objectives of the patient’s treatment;

(c)  the nature and significant possible adverse effects of recommended treatments;

(d)  the reasons why a particular treatment is considered appropriate; and

(e)  the reasons for the denial of any of the patient’s rights pursuant to subsection c. of this section.

(9)  To have a discharge plan prepared and to participate in the preparation of that plan.

c.  

(1)  A patient’s rights designated under subsection b. of this section may be denied only for good cause 
when the attending physician feels it is imperative to deny any of these rights; except that, under no 
circumstances shall a patient’s right to communicate with the patient’s attorney, physician, or the courts 
be restricted. The denial of a patient’s rights shall take effect only after a copy of the written notice of 
the denial has been filed in the patient’s treatment record and shall include an explanation of the 
reason for the denial.

(2)  A denial of rights shall be effective only for the period of time that the patient is in the screening 
service.

d.  A notice of the rights set forth in this section shall be given to a patient as soon as possible upon 
admission to the screening service. The notice shall be written in simple understandable language. It shall 
be in a language the patient understands and if the patient cannot read the notice, it shall be read to the 
patient. If the patient is adjudicated incapacitated, the notice shall be given to the patient’s guardian. 
Receipt of this notice shall be acknowledged in writing with a copy placed in the patient’s file. If the patient 
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or guardian refuses to acknowledge receipt of the notice, the person delivering the notice shall state this in 
writing with a copy placed in the patient’s file.

History

L. 1991, c. 233, § 5; amended 2013, c. 103, § 84, eff. Aug. 7, 2013.
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 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.12. Court hearing

a.  A patient who is involuntarily committed to treatment and assigned to an outpatient treatment provider or 
involuntarily committed to treatment and admitted to a short-term care or psychiatric facility or special 
psychiatric hospital shall receive a court hearing with respect to the issue of continued need for involuntary 
commitment within 20 days from initial commitment unless the patient has been administratively discharged 
pursuant to section 17 of P.L.1987, c.116 (C.30:4-27.17). However, if a person is involuntarily committed 
pursuant to subsection c. or d. of section 10 of P.L.1987, c.116 (C.30:4-27.10), that person immediately 
shall be committed to the Ann Klein Forensic Center in Trenton or other facility designated for the criminally 
insane for the duration of the 20-day waiting period.

b.  Except as provided in subsection c. of this section, the assigned county counsel is responsible for 
presenting the case for the patient’s involuntary commitment to the court, unless the county adjuster is 
licensed to practice law in this State, in which case the county adjuster shall present the case for the 
patient’s involuntary commitment to the court.

c.  Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection b. of this section and upon notice to the county adjuster:

(1)  The Attorney General, or the county prosecutor acting at the request of the Attorney General, may 
supersede the county counsel or county adjuster and assume responsibility for presenting any case for 
involuntary commitment to treatment or may elect to participate with the county counsel or county 
adjuster in presenting any such case; and

(2)  The county prosecutor may supersede the county counsel or county adjuster and assume 
responsibility for presenting any case for involuntary commitment to treatment initiated by the county 
prosecutor pursuant to subsection c. of section 10 of P.L.1987, c.116 (C.30:4-27.10) or may elect to 
participate with the county counsel in the presentation of any such case.

d.  A patient subject to involuntary commitment to treatment shall have counsel present at the hearing and 
shall not be permitted to appear at the hearing without counsel.

History

L. 1987, c. 116, § 12; amended 1989, c. 73, § 2; 1994, c. 134, § 7; 2009, c. 112, § 13, eff. Aug. 11, 2010.

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes
Copyright © 2023 All rights reserved.

End of Document

https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:5F0Y-C321-6F13-04GH-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:5F0Y-C321-6F13-04GR-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:5F0Y-C321-6F13-04G8-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:5F0Y-C321-6F13-04G8-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:4J61-XCF0-002W-P0RN-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:4J61-XB70-002W-P44V-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:5DS3-SKJ1-DY1N-S45G-00000-00&context=1530671


N.J. Stat. § 30:4-27.13

 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.13. Notice of hearing

a.  At least 10 days prior to a court hearing, the county adjuster of the admitting county or the Attorney 
General or county prosecutor if presenting the case for the patient’s involuntary commitment to treatment, 
shall cause notice of the court hearing to be served upon the patient, the patient’s guardian if any, the 
patient’s next-of-kin, the patient’s attorney, the director, chief executive officer, or other individual who has 
custody of the patient, the county adjuster of the county in which the patient has legal settlement and any 
other individual specified by the court. The notice shall contain the date, time and location of the court 
hearing. The patient and the patient’s attorney shall also receive copies of the clinical certificates and 
supporting documents, the temporary court order and a statement of the patient’s rights at the court 
hearing.

b.  A psychiatrist on the patient’s treatment team who has conducted a personal examination of the patient 
as close to the court hearing date as possible, but in no event more than five calendar days prior to the 
court hearing, shall testify at the hearing to the clinical basis for the need for involuntary commitment to 
treatment. Other members of the patient’s treatment team and any other witness with relevant information 
offered by the patient or the persons presenting the case for civil commitment shall also be permitted to 
testify at the hearing.

c.  The patient’s next-of-kin may attend and testify at the court hearing if the court so determines.

d.  The court shall transcribe the court hearing and arrange for the payment of expenses related thereto in 
the same manner as for other court proceedings.

History

L. 1987, c. 116, § 13; amended 1994, c. 134, § 8; 2009, c. 112, § 14, eff. Aug. 11, 2010.
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 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.14. Patient rights at hearing

A person subject to involuntary commitment to treatment has the following rights at a court hearing and any 
subsequent review court hearing:

a.  The right to be represented by counsel or, if indigent, by appointed counsel;

b.  The right to be present at the court hearing unless the court determines that because of the 
person’s conduct at the court hearing the proceeding cannot reasonably continue while the person is 
present;

c.  The right to present evidence;

d.  The right to cross examine witnesses; and

e.  The right to a hearing in camera.

History

L. 1987, c. 116, § 14; amended 2009, c. 112, § 15, eff. Aug. 11, 2010.
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N.J. Stat. § 30:4-27.15

 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.15. Court findings relative to involuntary commitment to treatment

a.  If the court finds by clear and convincing evidence that the patient needs continued involuntary 
commitment to treatment, it shall issue an order authorizing the involuntary commitment of the patient and 
the assignment or admission of the patient pursuant to section 17 of P.L.2009, c.112 (C.30:4-27.15a) and 
shall schedule a subsequent court hearing in the event the patient is not administratively discharged 
pursuant to section 17 of P.L.1987, c.116 (C.30:4-27.17) prior thereto.

b.  If the court finds that the patient does not need continued involuntary commitment to treatment, the court 
shall so order. A patient who is serving a term of incarceration shall be returned to the appropriate State, 
county or local authority to complete service of the term of incarceration imposed until released in 
accordance with law, and any other patient shall be discharged by the facility within 48 hours of the court’s 
verbal order or by the end of the next working day, whichever is longer, with a discharge plan prepared 
pursuant to section 18 of P.L.1987, c.116 (C.30:4-27.18).

c.  

(1)  The court may discharge the patient subject to conditions, if the court finds that the person does not 
need involuntary or continued involuntary commitment to treatment and the court finds:

(a)  that the patient’s history indicates a high risk of rehospitalization because of the patient’s failure 
to comply with discharge plans; or

(b)  that there is substantial likelihood that by reason of mental illness the patient will be dangerous 
to himself, others or property if the patient does not receive other appropriate and available 
services that render involuntary commitment to treatment unnecessary.

(2)  Conditions imposed pursuant to this section shall include those recommended by the facility and 
mental health agency and developed with the participation of the patient. Conditions imposed on the 
patient shall be specific and their duration shall not exceed 90 days unless the court determines, in a 
case in which the Attorney General or a county prosecutor participated, that the conditions should be 
imposed for a longer period. If the court imposes conditions for a period exceeding six months, the 
court shall provide for a review hearing on a date the court deems appropriate but in no event later than 
six months from the date of the order. The review hearing shall be conducted in the manner provided in 
this section, and the court may impose any order authorized pursuant to this section.

(3)  The designated mental health agency staff person shall notify the court if the patient fails to meet 
the conditions of the discharge plan, and the court shall issue an order directing that the person be 
taken to a screening service for an assessment. The court shall determine, in conjunction with the 
findings of a screening service, if the patient needs to be rehospitalized and, if so, the patient shall be 
returned to the facility. The court shall hold a hearing within 20 days of the day the patient was returned 
to the facility to determine if the order of conditional discharge should be vacated.

d.  Notwithstanding subsection a. of this section, or any provision of section 16, 17 or 18 of P.L.1987, c.116 
(C.30:4-27.16, 30:4-27.17 or 30:4-27.18), no person committed while serving a term of incarceration shall 
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be discharged by the court or administratively discharged prior to the date on which the person’s maximum 
term would have expired had he not been committed. If the person is no longer in need of involuntary 
commitment to treatment, the person shall be returned to the appropriate State, county or local authority to 
complete service of the term of incarceration imposed until released in accordance with law, and the person 
shall be given day for day credit for all time during which the person was committed.

e.  Notwithstanding subsection a. of this section, or any provision of section 16, 17 or 18 of P.L.1987, c.116 
(C.30:4-27.16, 30:4-27.17 or 30:4-27.18), no person committed pursuant to N.J.S.2C:4-8 concerning 
acquittal of a criminal charge by reason of insanity or pursuant to N.J.S.2C:4-6 concerning lack of mental 
competence to stand trial shall be discharged by the court or administratively discharged unless the 
prosecuting attorney in the case receives prior notice and an opportunity to be heard.

History

L. 1987, c. 116, § 15; amended 1994, c. 134, § 9; 1996, c. 133, § 4, eff. Dec. 5, 1996; 2009, c. 112, § 16, eff. Aug. 
11, 2010.
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 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.15a. Court determination of assignment of patient to involuntary 
commitment to treatment

a.  The court shall determine whether a patient who has been found to need continued involuntary 
commitment to treatment pursuant to section 15 of P.L.1987, c.116 (C.30:4-27.15) should be assigned to 
an outpatient setting or admitted to an inpatient setting for treatment, and shall issue the order authorizing 
such placement pursuant to section 15 of P.L.1987, c.116 (C.30:4-27.15), in accordance with this section. 
In determining the commitment placement, the court shall consider the least restrictive environment for the 
patient to receive clinically appropriate treatment that would ameliorate the danger posed by the patient and 
provide the patient with appropriate treatment.

b.  If the court determines that the least restrictive environment for the patient to receive clinically 
appropriate treatment would be in an outpatient setting and that there is a likelihood of the patient 
responding to outpatient treatment, the court shall obtain from a designated outpatient treatment provider a 
proposed plan of outpatient treatment for the patient which the court shall review. The plan of outpatient 
treatment shall be approved by the court.

c.  If the court determines that the least restrictive environment for the patient to receive clinically 
appropriate treatment would be in an inpatient setting, the court shall issue an order for admission to a 
psychiatric facility.

d.  Between the time periods for periodic court review hearings pursuant to section 16 of P.L.1987, c.116 
(C.30:4-27.16), the chief executive officer of a psychiatric facility may recommend changing the placement 
of the patient from an inpatient to outpatient setting, in order to ensure that the patient receives clinically 
appropriate treatment in the least restrictive environment. The chief executive officer of the facility shall 
notify the court of the recommendation for the change in placement.

e.  At the time the court sets the date for a hearing on the change in placement, notice of the hearing shall 
be served upon the patient, the patient’s guardian, if any, the patient’s next-of-kin, the patient’s attorney and 
the county adjuster of the county in which the patient has legal settlement.

f.  The provisions of section 14 of P.L.1987, c.116 (C.30:4-27.14) concerning patient rights at a hearing 
shall apply to the hearing pursuant to this subsection.

History

L. 2009, c. 112, § 17, eff. Aug. 11, 2010.
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 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.16. Court review hearings

a.  A patient committed pursuant to a court order who is not administratively discharged pursuant to section 
17 of P.L.1987, c.116 (C.30:4-27.17) shall be afforded periodic court review hearings of the need for 
involuntary commitment to treatment and of the least restrictive environment for that commitment. The 
review hearing shall be conducted in the manner provided in section 15 of P.L.1987, c.116 (C.30:4-27.15). 
If the court determines at a review hearing that involuntary commitment to treatment shall be continued, it 
shall execute a new order.

In the case of a patient who has been admitted to a facility, the court shall conduct the first review hearing 
three months from the date of the first hearing, the next review hearing nine months from the date of the 
first hearing and subsequent review hearings 12 months from the date of the first hearing and annually 
thereafter. The court may schedule additional review hearings but, except in extraordinary circumstances, 
not more often than once every 30 days.

In the case of a patient who has been assigned to an outpatient treatment provider, the court shall conduct 
the first review hearing six months from the date of the first hearing, the next review hearing nine months 
from the date of the first hearing and subsequent review hearings 12 months from the date of the first 
hearing and annually thereafter. The court may schedule additional review hearings but, except in 
extraordinary circumstances, not more often than once every 30 days.

b.  At a court review hearing, when the advanced age of the patient or the cause or nature of the mental 
illness renders it appropriate and when it would be impractical to obtain the testimony of a psychiatrist as 
required in section 13 of P.L.1987, c.116 (C.30:4-27.13), the court may permit a physician on the patient’s 
treatment team, who has personally conducted an examination of the patient as close to the hearing date 
as possible, but in no event more than five days prior to the hearing date, to testify at the hearing to the 
clinical basis for the need for involuntary commitment to treatment.

History

L. 1987, c. 116, 16; amended 2009, c. 112, § 18, eff. Aug. 11, 2010.
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 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.17. Discharge determination

a.  The treatment team at an outpatient treatment provider, short-term care or psychiatric facility or special 
psychiatric hospital shall, subject to the limitations set forth in subsections b. and c. of this section, 
administratively discharge a patient from involuntary commitment status if the treatment team determines 
that the patient no longer needs involuntary commitment to treatment. If a discharge plan has not been 
developed pursuant to section 18 of P.L.1987, c.116 (C.30:4-27.18), it shall be developed forthwith.

b.  If the patient is confined pursuant to an order entered under section 15 of P.L.1987, c.116 (C.30:4-
27.15) in a case in which the Attorney General or a county prosecutor participated, the treatment team 
shall, no less than 10 days prior to the proposed date of administrative discharge, provide written notice to 
the committing court and to the person or persons who presented the case for involuntary commitment to 
treatment. If, within five days of receipt of such notice, a person who presented the case for commitment 
files a request for a hearing on the issue of continued need for commitment and serves notice of that 
request, in accordance with the provisions of section 13 of P.L.1987, c.116 (C.30:4-27.13), the treatment 
team shall delay the administrative discharge and the court shall schedule a hearing on the issue. The 
hearing shall be conducted in the manner provided in section 15 of P.L.1987, c.116 (C.30:4-27.15).

c.  If the patient is confined pursuant to an order entered under N.J.S.2C:4-8 concerning acquittal of a 
criminal charge by reason of insanity or under N.J.S.2C:4-6 concerning lack of mental competence to stand 
trial, the treatment team shall, no less than 10 days prior to the proposed date of administrative discharge, 
provide written notice to the committing court and to the prosecutor. If, within five days of receipt of such 
notice, the prosecutor files a request for a hearing on the issue of continued need for commitment and 
serves notice of that request, in accordance with the provisions of section 13 of P.L.1987, c.116 (C.30:4-
27.13), the treatment team shall delay the administrative discharge and the court shall schedule a hearing 
on the issue. The hearing shall be conducted in the manner provided in section 15 of P.L.1987, c.116 
(C.30:4-27.15).

History

L. 1987, c. 116, § 17; amended 1994, c. 134, § 10; 1996, c. 133, § 5, eff. Dec. 5, 1996; 2009, c. 112, § 19, eff. Aug. 
11, 2010.
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N.J. Stat. § 30:4-27.18

 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.18. Discharge plan

A person discharged either by the court or administratively from an outpatient treatment provider, short-
term care or psychiatric facility or special psychiatric hospital shall have a discharge plan prepared by the 
treatment team at the facility or provider, as appropriate, pursuant to this section. The treatment team shall 
give the patient an opportunity to participate in the formulation of the discharge plan.

In the case of patients committed to treatment at short-term care or psychiatric facilities, a community 
agency designated by the commissioner shall participate in the formulation of the plan. The facility shall 
advise the mental health agency of the date of the patient’s discharge. The mental health agency shall 
provide follow-up care to the patient pursuant to regulations adopted by the commissioner.

In the case of patients assigned to outpatient treatment providers, the outpatient treatment provider shall 
participate in the formulation of the plan.

This section does not preclude discharging a patient to an appropriate professional.

Psychiatric facilities shall give notice of the discharge to the county adjuster of the county in which the 
patient has legal settlement.

History

L. 1987, c. 116, § 18; amended 2009, c. 112, § 20, eff. Aug. 11, 2010.
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N.J. Stat. § 30:4-27.18a

 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.18a. Reference to mean “in need of involuntary commitment to 
treatment”

Whenever, in any rule, regulation, order, contract, document, judicial or administrative proceeding or 
otherwise, reference is made to “in need of involuntary commitment” that term shall mean “in need of 
involuntary commitment to treatment” as defined in section 2 of P.L.1987, c.116 (C.30:4-27.2).

History

L. 2009, c. 112, § 22, eff. Aug. 11, 2010.
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N.J. Stat. § 30:4-27.19

 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.19. Interim financial assistance

The chief executive officer of a State or county psychiatric facility, or his designee, may authorize the 
payment of interim financial assistance to discharged patients for living expenses, pending determination of 
public benefits entitlements, when this assistance is necessary and appropriate pursuant to regulations 
adopted by the commissioner. When public benefit entitlements are received, discharged patients shall 
reimburse the psychiatric facility for all interim financial assistance provided.

History

L. 1987, c. 116, 19.
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N.J. Stat. § 30:4-27.20

 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.20. Discharge of voluntary patients

A voluntary patient at a short-term care or psychiatric facility or special psychiatric hospital shall be 
discharged by the treatment team at the patient’s request. The treatment team shall document all requests 
for discharge, whether oral or written, in the patient’s clinical record. The facility shall discharge the patient 
as soon as possible but in every case within 48 hours or at the end of the next working day from the time of 
the request, whichever is longer, except that if the treatment team determines that the patient needs 
involuntary commitment, the treatment team shall initiate court proceedings pursuant to section 10 of this 
act. The facility shall detain the patient beyond 48 hours or the end of the next working day from the time of 
the request for discharge, only if the court has issued a temporary court order.

History

L. 1987, c. 116, 20.
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N.J. Stat. § 30:4-27.21

 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.21. Transfer of patients

a.  A person involuntarily committed to a State psychiatric facility listed in R.S. 30:1-7 may be transferred to 
another State psychiatric facility in accordance with rules adopted by the commissioner that specify the 
clinical and programmatic factors and the procedures related to the transfer.

b.  A person involuntarily committed to a State psychiatric facility may be transferred to a facility for 
psychiatric or medical care pursuant to an agreement between the department and that facility which 
specifies the clinical and programmatic factors and the procedures related to the transfer.

c.  A developmentally disabled person who resides in a State developmental center or other residential 
functional services placement for the developmentally disabled who is in need of involuntary commitment 
shall be involuntarily committed to a State or county psychiatric facility. As a result of the involuntary 
commitment, the physical transfer of the developmentally disabled person from the developmental center or 
other residential functional services placement to a State or county psychiatric facility and from the facility 
back to the developmental center or other residential functional services placement shall be on a two-way 
commissioner’s order of transfer, which order shall be in effect for as long as the person is involuntarily 
committed. The person is not required to file a new application for functional services from the Division of 
Developmental Disabilities upon transfer back to the developmental center or other residential functional 
services placement. The person’s legal settlement shall remain unchanged and the person shall not gain or 
lose legal settlement because of the transfers.

History

L. 1987, c. 116, § 21; amended 1995, c. 155, § 8.
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N.J. Stat. § 30:4-27.22

 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.22. Uniform detainer form

a.  If a person in custody awaiting trial on a criminal or disorderly persons charge is admitted or committed 
pursuant to this act, the law enforcement authority which transferred the person shall complete a uniform 
detainer form, as prescribed by the division, which shall specify the charge, law enforcement authority and 
other information which is clinically and administratively relevant. This form shall be submitted to the 
admitting facility along with the screening certificate or temporary court order directing that the person be 
admitted to the facility.

b.  The division shall prepare the form with the approval of the Administrative Office of the Courts.

c.  When the person is administratively or judicially discharged and is still under the authority of the law 
enforcement authority, that authority shall, within 48 hours of receiving notification of the discharge, take 
custody of the person.

History

L. 1987, c. 116, 22.
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N.J. Stat. § 30:4-27.23

 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.23. Allowable costs

Any costs incurred to comply with the provisions of this act will be considered allowable in establishment of 
rates, which are to be set in a regulatory environment.

History

L. 1987, c. 116, 31.
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N.J. Stat. § 30:4-27.24

 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.24. Short title [New Jersey Sexually Violent Predator Act]

This act shall be known and may be cited as the “New Jersey Sexually Violent Predator Act.”

History

L. 1998, c. 71, § 1, eff. Aug. 12, 1999.
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N.J. Stat. § 30:4-27.25

 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.25. Findings, declarations relative to sexually violent predators

The Legislature finds and declares that:

a.  Certain individuals who commit sex offenses suffer from mental abnormalities or personality 
disorders which make them likely to engage in repeat acts of predatory sexual violence if not treated for 
their mental conditions.

b.  Under the existing involuntary commitment procedure, persons are subject to commitment if they 
are mentally ill and dangerous to self, others or property. “Mental illness” is a current, substantial 
disturbance of thought, mood, perception or orientation which significantly impairs judgment, capacity 
to control behavior or capacity to recognize reality, which causes the person to be dangerous to self, 
others or property. The nature of the mental condition from which a sexually violent predator may suffer 
may not always lend itself to characterization under the existing statutory standard, although civil 
commitment may nonetheless be warranted due to the danger the person may pose to others as a 
result of the mental condition.

c.  Therefore, it is necessary to modify the involuntary civil commitment process in recognition of the 
need for commitment of those sexually violent predators who pose a danger to others should they be 
returned to society.

d.  Moreover, because of the nature of the mental conditions from which sexually violent predators 
suffer and the danger they present, it is necessary to house involuntarily committed sexually violent 
predators in an environment separate from persons committed under P.L. 1987, c. 116 (C. 30:4-27.1 et 
seq.) or otherwise confined.

History

L. 1998, c. 71, § 2, eff. Aug. 12, 1999.
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N.J. Stat. § 30:4-27.26

 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.26. Definitions relative to sexually violent predators

As used in this act:

“Agency with jurisdiction” means the agency which releases upon lawful order or authority a person who is 
serving a sentence or term of confinement, or is otherwise being detained or maintained in custody. This 
term includes the Department of Corrections or a county correctional facility, the Juvenile Justice 
Commission or a county juvenile detention facility, and the Department of Human Services. “Attorney 
General” means the Attorney General or a county prosecutor to whom the Attorney General has delegated 
authority under this act.

“Clinical certificate for a sexually violent predator” means a form prepared by the Division of Mental Health 
Services in the Department of Human Services and approved by the Administrative Office of the Courts, 
that is completed by the psychiatrist or other physician who has examined the person who is subject to 
commitment within three days of presenting the person for admission to a facility for treatment, and which 
states that the person is a sexually violent predator in need of involuntary commitment. The form shall also 
state the specific facts upon which the examining physician has based that conclusion and shall be certified 
in accordance with the Rules Governing the Courts of the State of New Jersey. A clinical certificate for a 
sexually violent predator may not be executed by an individual who is a relative by blood or marriage to the 
person who is being examined.

“Likely to engage in acts of sexual violence” means the propensity of a person to commit acts of sexual 
violence is of such a degree as to pose a threat to the health and safety of others.

“Mental abnormality” means a mental condition that affects a person’s emotional, cognitive or volitional 
capacity in a manner that predisposes that person to commit acts of sexual violence.

“Person” means an individual 18 years of age or older who is a potential or actual subject of proceedings 
under this act.

“Psychiatrist” means a physician who has completed the training requirements of the American Board of 
Psychiatry and Neurology.

“Sexually violent offense” means:

(a)  aggravated sexual assault; sexual assault; aggravated criminal sexual contact; kidnapping 
pursuant to subparagraph (b) of paragraph (2) of subsection c. of N.J.S.2C:13-1; criminal sexual 
contact; felony murder pursuant to paragraph (3) of N.J.S.2C:11-3 if the underlying crime is sexual 
assault; an attempt to commit any of these enumerated offenses; or a criminal offense with 
substantially the same elements as any offense enumerated above, entered or imposed under the laws 
of the United States, this State or another state; or

(b)  any offense for which the court makes a specific finding on the record that, based on the 
circumstances of the case, the person’s offense should be considered a sexually violent offense.
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N.J. Stat. § 30:4-27.26

“Sexually violent predator” means a person who has been convicted, adjudicated delinquent or found not 
guilty by reason of insanity for commission of a sexually violent offense, or has been charged with a 
sexually violent offense but found to be incompetent to stand trial, and suffers from a mental abnormality or 
personality disorder that makes the person likely to engage in acts of sexual violence if not confined in a 
secure facility for control, care and treatment.

“Treatment team” means the individuals, agencies or firms which provide treatment, supervision or other 
services at a facility designated for the custody, care and treatment of sexually violent predators.

History

L. 1998, c. 71, § 3, eff. Aug. 12, 1999.
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N.J. Stat. § 30:4-27.27

 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.27. Written notice to Attorney General of anticipated release, 
discharge

a.  When it appears that a person may meet the criteria of a sexually violent predator as defined in this act, 
the agency with jurisdiction shall give written notice to the Attorney General 90 days, or as soon as 
practicable, prior to:

(1)  the anticipated release from total confinement of a person who has been convicted of or 
adjudicated delinquent for a sexually violent offense;

(2)  any commitment status review hearing at which the Department of Human Services intends to 
recommend discharge or believes that discharge may be likely, for a person who has been civilly 
committed pursuant to N.J.S.2C:4-8 following acquittal by reason of insanity for a sexually violent 
offense; or

(3)  any hearing at which the Department of Human Services intends to recommend discharge or 
believes that discharge may be likely, for any person civilly committed based upon a determination that 
the person lacked mental competence to stand trial pursuant to N.J.S.2C:4-6, if the person had been 
charged with a sexually violent offense.

b.  When such notice is given, the agency with jurisdiction shall provide the Attorney General with all 
information relevant to a determination of whether the person may be a sexually violent predator, including, 
without regard to classification as confidential pursuant to regulations of the agency with jurisdiction, any 
preparole report, psychological and medical records, any statement of the reasons for denial of parole and 
a statement from the agency with jurisdiction of the reasons for its determination that the person may be a 
sexually violent predator.

c.  All information, documents and records concerning the person’s mental condition or which are classified 
as confidential pursuant to statute or regulations of the agency with jurisdiction that are received or 
provided pursuant to this section shall be deemed confidential. Unless authorized or required by court order 
or except as required in the course of judicial proceedings relating to the person’s commitment or release, 
disclosure of such information, documents and records shall be limited to a professional evaluating the 
person’s condition pursuant to this section, the Attorney General and a member of the Attorney General’s 
staff as necessary to the performance of duties imposed pursuant to this section and, if the person is 
committed, to the staff at the institution providing treatment.

d.  Any individual acting in good faith who has provided information relevant to a person’s need for 
involuntary commitment under this act or has taken steps in good faith to assess a person’s need of 
involuntary commitment under this act is immune from civil or criminal liability.

e.  The provisions of this section are not jurisdictional, and failure to comply with them in no way prevents 
the Attorney General from initiating a proceeding against a person otherwise subject to the provisions of 
this act, nor do the provisions of this act in any way foreclose a proceeding under the provisions of P.L. 
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N.J. Stat. § 30:4-27.27

1987, c. 116 (C. 30:4-27.1 et seq.) for the involuntary commitment of any person charged with or convicted 
of a sexual offense.

History

L. 1998, c. 71, § 4, eff. Aug. 12, 1999.
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N.J. Stat. § 30:4-27.28

 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.28. Initiation of court proceeding for involuntary commitment

a.  The Attorney General may initiate a court proceeding for involuntary commitment under this act of a 
person who is currently a patient in a short-term care facility, State or county psychiatric facility or special 
psychiatric hospital, by submitting to the court a clinical certificate for a sexually violent predator completed 
by a psychiatrist at the facility at which the person is a patient and the screening certificate which 
authorized admission of the person to the facility; but both certificates shall not be signed by the same 
psychiatrist unless the psychiatrist has made a reasonable but unsuccessful attempt to have another 
psychiatrist conduct the evaluation and execute the certificate.

b.  If civil commitment is not initiated pursuant to subsection a. of this section, the Attorney General may 
initiate a court proceeding for the involuntary commitment of a person by the submission to the court of two 
clinical certificates for a sexually violent predator, at least one of which is prepared by a psychiatrist. The 
person shall not be involuntarily committed pursuant to this act before the court issues a temporary court 
order. When the Attorney General determines that the public safety requires initiation of a proceeding 
pursuant to this subsection, the Attorney General may apply to the court for an order compelling the 
psychiatric evaluation of the person. The court shall grant the Attorney General’s application if the court 
finds that there is reasonable cause to believe that the person named in the petition is a sexually violent 
predator.

c.  The Attorney General may initiate a court proceeding for involuntary commitment under this act of an 
inmate who is scheduled for release upon expiration of a maximum term of incarceration by submission to 
the court of two clinical certificates for a sexually violent predator, at least one of which is prepared by a 
psychiatrist.

d.  The Attorney General, in exercise of the State’s authority as parens patriae, may initiate a court 
proceeding for the involuntary commitment of any person in accordance with the procedures set forth in this 
section by filing the required submission with the court in the jurisdiction in which the person whose 
commitment is sought is located.

e.  Any individual who is a relative by blood or marriage of the person being examined who executes a 
clinical certificate for a sexually violent predator, or any individual who signs such a clinical certificate for 
any purpose or motive other than for purposes of care, treatment and confinement of a person in need of 
involuntary commitment, shall be guilty of a crime of the fourth degree.

f.  Upon receiving these documents, the court shall immediately review them in order to determine whether 
there is probable cause to believe that the person is a sexually violent predator.

g.  If the court finds that there is probable cause to believe that the person is a sexually violent predator in 
need of involuntary commitment, it shall issue an order setting a date for a final hearing and authorizing 
temporary commitment to a secure facility designated for the custody, care and treatment of sexually 
violent predators pending the final hearing. In no event shall the person be released from confinement prior 
to the final hearing.
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h.  In the case of a person committed to a short-term care facility or special psychiatric hospital, after the 
facility’s treatment team conducts a mental and physical examination, administers appropriate treatment 
and prepares a discharge assessment, the facility shall transfer the person to a secure facility designated 
for the custody, care and treatment of sexually violent predators pending the final hearing upon providing 
the person, the person’s guardian if any, the person’s next-of-kin and the person’s attorney 24 hours’ 
advance notice of the pending transfer. Such transfer is to be accomplished in a manner which will give the 
receiving facility adequate time to examine the person, become familiar with the person’s behavior and 
condition, and prepare for the hearing.

History

L. 1998, c. 71, § 5, eff. Aug. 12, 1999.
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 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.29. Court hearing

a.  A person who is involuntarily committed pursuant to section 5 of this act shall receive a court hearing 
with respect to the issue of continuing need for involuntary commitment as a sexually violent predator within 
20 days from the date of the temporary commitment order.

b.  The Attorney General is responsible for presenting the case for the person’s involuntary commitment as 
a sexually violent predator to the court.

c.  A person subject to involuntary commitment shall have counsel present at the hearing and shall not be 
permitted to appear at the hearing without counsel.

History

L. 1998, c. 71, § 6, eff. Aug. 12, 1999.
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 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.30. Notice of court hearing

a.  At least 10 days prior to a court hearing, the Attorney General shall cause notice of the court hearing to 
be served upon the person, the person’s guardian if any, the person’s next-of-kin, the person’s attorney, the 
agency with jurisdiction having custody of the person and any other individual specified by the court. The 
notice shall contain the date, time and location of the court hearing. The person and the person’s attorney 
shall also receive copies of the clinical certificates for a sexually violent predator and supporting 
documents, the temporary court order and a statement of the person’s rights at the court hearing.

b.  A psychiatrist on the person’s treatment team who has conducted a personal examination of the person 
as close to the court hearing date as possible, but in no event more than five calendar days prior to the 
court hearing, shall testify at the hearing to the clinical basis for the need for involuntary commitment as a 
sexually violent predator. Other members of the person’s treatment team and any other witness with 
relevant information offered by the person or the Attorney General shall also be permitted to testify at the 
hearing.

c.  The person’s next-of-kin may attend and, if the court so determines, may testify at the court hearing.

d.  The court shall transcribe the court hearing and arrange for the payment of expenses related thereto in 
the same manner as for other court proceedings.

History

L. 1998, c. 71, § 7, eff. Aug. 12, 1999.
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 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.31. Rights at court hearing

A person subject to involuntary commitment as a sexually violent predator has the following rights at a court 
hearing pursuant to section 7 and any subsequent review court hearing:

a.  The right to be represented by counsel or, if indigent, by appointed counsel;

b.  The right to be present at the court hearing unless the court determines that because of the 
person’s conduct at the court hearing the proceeding cannot reasonably continue while the person is 
present;

c.  The right to present evidence;

d.  The right to cross-examine witnesses; and

e.  The right to a hearing in camera.

History

L. 1998, c. 71, § 8, eff. Aug. 12, 1999.
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 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.32. Order authorizing continued involuntary commitment

a.  If the court finds by clear and convincing evidence that the person needs continued involuntary 
commitment as a sexually violent predator, it shall issue an order authorizing the involuntary commitment of 
the person to a facility designated for the custody, care and treatment of sexually violent predators. The 
court shall also schedule a subsequent court hearing pursuant to section 12 [C.30:4-27.35] of this act.

b.  If the court finds that the person is not a sexually violent predator, the court shall so order. A person who 
is serving a term of incarceration shall be returned to the appropriate State, county or local authority to 
complete service of the term of incarceration imposed until released in accordance with law, and any other 
person shall be discharged by the facility within 48 hours of the court’s verbal order or by the end of the 
next working day, whichever is longer, with a discharge plan prepared pursuant to section 14 [C.30:4-27.37] 
of this act.

c.  

(1)  If the Department of Human Services recommends conditional discharge of the person and the 
court finds that the person will not be likely to engage in acts of sexual violence because the person is 
amenable to and highly likely to comply with a plan to facilitate the person’s adjustment and 
reintegration into the community so as to render involuntary commitment as a sexually violent predator 
unnecessary for that person, the court may order that the person be conditionally discharged in 
accordance with such plan.

(2)  Conditions imposed pursuant to this subsection shall include those recommended by the person’s 
treatment team and developed with the participation of the person and shall be approved by the 
Department of Human Services. Conditions imposed on the person shall be specific and shall be for 
the purpose of ensuring that the person participates in necessary treatment and that the person does 
not represent a risk to public safety. If the court imposes conditions for a period exceeding six months, 
the court shall provide for a review hearing on a date the court deems appropriate but in no event later 
than six months from the date of the order. The review hearing shall be conducted in the manner 
provided in this section, and the court may impose any order authorized pursuant to this section.

(3)  A designated staff member on the person’s treatment team shall notify the court if the person fails 
to meet the conditions of the discharge plan, and the court shall issue an order directing that the person 
be taken to a facility designated for the custody, care and treatment of sexually violent predators for an 
assessment. The court shall determine, in conjunction with the findings of the assessment, if the person 
needs to be returned to custody and, if so, the person shall be returned to the designated facility for the 
custody, care and treatment of sexually violent predators. The court shall hold a hearing within 20 days 
of the day the person was returned to custody to determine if the order of conditional discharge should 
be vacated.

d.  Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, or any provision of section 12, 13 or 14 of this act to the 
contrary, no person committed while serving a term of incarceration shall be discharged by the court prior to 
the date on which the person’s maximum term would have expired had he not been committed. If the court 
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determines that the person’s mental condition has so changed that the person is safe to be at large, the 
court shall order that the person be returned to the appropriate State, county or local authority to complete 
service of the term of incarceration imposed until released in accordance with law, and the person shall be 
given day for day credit for all time during which the person was committed.

e.  Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, or any provision of section 12, 13 or 14 of this act to the 
contrary, no person committed pursuant to N.J.S.2C:4-8 concerning acquittal of a criminal charge by 
reason of insanity or pursuant to N.J.S.2C:4-6 concerning lack of mental competence to stand trial shall be 
discharged by the court unless the prosecuting attorney in the case receives prior notice and an opportunity 
to be heard.

History

L. 1998, c. 71, § 9, eff. Aug. 12, 1999.
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 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.33. Involuntary commitment of person lacking mental competence 
to stand trial

If a person who has been civilly committed based upon a determination that the person lacked mental 
competence to stand trial pursuant to N.J.S.2C:4-6 is about to be released, and the person’s involuntary 
commitment is sought pursuant to this act, the court shall first hear evidence and determine whether the 
person did commit the act charged.

a.  The rules of evidence applicable in criminal cases shall apply, and all constitutional rights available 
to a defendant at a criminal trial, other than the right to a trial by jury and the right not to be tried while 
incompetent, shall apply.

b.  After hearing evidence on this issue, the court shall make specific findings on whether the person 
did commit the act charged, the extent to which the person’s lack of mental competence affected the 
outcome of the hearing, including its effect on the person’s ability to consult with and assist counsel and 
to testify on the person’s own behalf, the extent to which the evidence could be reconstructed without 
the assistance of the person and the strength of the prosecution’s case.

c.  If, after the conclusion of the hearing on this issue, the court finds beyond a reasonable doubt that 
the person did commit the act charged, the court shall enter a final order, appealable by the person, on 
that issue and may proceed to consider whether the person should be committed pursuant to this act.

History

L. 1998, c. 71, § 10, eff. Aug. 12, 1999.

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes
Copyright © 2023 All rights reserved.

End of Document

https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:5F0Y-C321-6F13-04HB-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:5F0Y-BNR1-6F13-0414-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:4J61-X8S0-002W-P2JM-00000-00&context=1530671


N.J. Stat. § 30:4-27.34

 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.34. Operation of facility for sexually violent predators; regulations

a.  The Department of Corrections shall be responsible for the operation of any facility designated for the 
custody, care and treatment of sexually violent predators, and shall provide or arrange for custodial care of 
persons committed pursuant to this act. Except as may be provided pursuant to subsection c. of section 9 
[C.30:4-27.32] of this act, a person committed pursuant to this act shall be kept in a secure facility and shall 
be housed and managed separately from offenders in the custody of the Department of Corrections and, 
except for occasional instances of supervised incidental contact, shall be segregated from such offenders.

b.  The Division of Mental Health Services in the Department of Human Services shall provide or arrange 
for treatment for a person committed pursuant to this act. Such treatment shall be appropriately tailored to 
address the specific needs of sexually violent predators.

c.  Appropriate representatives of the Department of Corrections and the Department of Human Services 
shall participate in an interagency oversight board to facilitate the coordination of the policies and 
procedures of the facility.

d.  Notwithstanding the provisions of section 10 of P.L. 1965, c. 59 (C. 30:4-24.2) or any other law to the 
contrary, the rights and rules of conduct applicable to a person subject to involuntary commitment as a 
sexually violent predator pursuant to P.L.  1998, c. 71 (C. 30:4-27.24 et seq.) shall be established by 
regulation promulgated jointly by the Commissioner of Human Services and the Commissioner of 
Corrections, in consultation with the Attorney General. The regulations promulgated under this subsection 
shall take into consideration the rights of patients as set forth in section 10 of P.L. 1965, c. 59 (C. 30:4-
24.2), but shall specifically address the differing needs and specific characteristics of, and treatment 
protocols related to, sexually violent predators. In developing these regulations, the commissioners shall 
give due regard to security concerns and safety of the residents, treatment staff, custodial personnel and 
others in and about the facility.

History

L. 1998, c. 71, § 11, eff. Aug. 12, 1999; amended 2003, c. 156, § 1, eff. Aug. 15, 2003.
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 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.35. Annual court review hearing

A person committed under this act shall be afforded an annual court review hearing of the need for 
involuntary commitment as a sexually violent predator. The review hearing shall be conducted in the 
manner provided in section 7 [C.30:4-27.30] of this act. If the court determines at a review hearing that 
involuntary commitment as a sexually violent predator shall be continued, it shall execute a new order. The 
court shall conduct the first review hearing 12 months from the date of the first hearing, and subsequent 
review hearings annually thereafter. The court may schedule additional review hearings but, except in 
extraordinary circumstances, not more often than once every 30 days.

History

L. 1998, c. 71, § 12, eff. Aug. 12, 1999.
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 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.37. Discharge plan

A person discharged by the court shall have a discharge plan prepared by the treatment team at the facility 
designated for the custody, care and treatment of sexually violent predators, pursuant to this section. The 
treatment team shall give the person an opportunity to participate in the formulation of the discharge plan.

History

L. 1998, c. 71, § 14, eff. Aug. 12, 1999.
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 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.36. Recommendation for discharge

a.  At any time during the involuntary commitment of a person under this act, if the person’s treatment team 
determines that the person’s mental condition has so changed that the person is not likely to engage in acts 
of sexual violence if released, the treatment team shall recommend that the Department of Human Services 
authorize the person to petition the court for discharge from involuntary commitment status. The 
Department of Human Services shall notify the Attorney General immediately upon providing such 
authorization. If a discharge plan has not been developed pursuant to section 14 [C.30:4-27.37] of this act, 
it shall be developed forthwith.

b.  The person shall serve the authorized petition for discharge upon the committing court and the Attorney 
General. The Attorney General may obtain an independent clinical evaluation of the person, which shall be 
performed within 15 days of receipt by the Attorney General of the authorized petition for discharge. If, 
within 15 days of receipt of such authorized petition or upon completion of an independent clinical 
evaluation, if any, the Attorney General files a request for a hearing on the issue of continuing need for 
commitment and serves notice of that request, in accordance with the provisions of section 7 [C.30:4-27.30] 
of this act, the court shall schedule a hearing on the issue. The hearing shall be conducted in the manner 
provided in section 9 [C.30:4-27.32] of this act.

c.  If the person committed pursuant to this act had at the time of such commitment been confined pursuant 
to an order entered under N.J.S.2C:4-8 concerning acquittal of a criminal charge by reason of insanity or 
under N.J.S.2C:4-6 concerning lack of mental competence to stand trial, the Attorney General shall provide 
written notice to the prosecutor of the person’s authorized petition for discharge from involuntary 
commitment status. If, within five days of receipt of such notice, the prosecutor files a request for a hearing 
on the issue of continuing need for commitment and serves notice of that request, in accordance with the 
provisions of section 7 of this act, the court shall schedule a hearing on the issue. The hearing shall be 
conducted in the manner provided in section 9 of this act.

d.  Nothing in this act shall prohibit a person from filing a petition for discharge from involuntary commitment 
status without authorization from the Department of Human Services. Upon receipt of such a petition, the 
court shall review the petition to determine:

(1)  whether the petition contains facts upon which the court could find that the condition of the person 
has so changed from the time of the filing of the person’s prior petition that a hearing is warranted, or

(2)  whether the petition is supported by a professional expert evaluation or report stating that the 
person’s mental condition has so changed that the person is not likely to engage in acts of sexual 
violence if released, which evidence had not been provided to the court in its prior annual review.

If the petition fails to satisfy either of these requirements, the court shall deny the petition without a 
hearing.

History
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L. 1998, c. 71, § 13, eff. Aug. 12, 1999.
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N.J. Stat. § 30:4-27.38

 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.38. Written notice of release

In addition to any other information required to be released under this act, prior to the release of a person 
committed under this act, the Department of Corrections shall give written notice of the person’s release to 
the Attorney General or the prosecutor of the county in which the person was prosecuted for the sexually 
violent offense which rendered the person subject to commitment under this act, depending on which office 
prosecuted the person for the sexually violent offense. Upon receipt of such notice, the county prosecutor 
or Attorney General, as the case may be, shall notify the Office of Victim and Witness Advocacy of the 
county in which the person was prosecuted and that office shall use any reasonable means available to it to 
give notice of the person’s release to the victim of the sexually violent offense or the victim’s nearest 
relative if the sexually violent offense resulted in death, which notice shall be in accordance with the 
provisions of section 6 of P.L. 1985, c. 404 (C. 52:4B-44). The notice required under this section shall be 
given only if a request for such notification has been made by the victim or the victim’s nearest relative, as 
the case may be, to the county prosecutor or Attorney General, as the case may be, at the time the person 
was sentenced or committed. Failure to notify shall not be a reason for postponement of release. Nothing in 
this subsection shall create a cause of action against the State, county or any employee of the State or 
county acting within the scope of the employee’s employment as a result of the failure to notify under this 
act.

History

L. 1998, c. 71, § 15, eff. Aug. 12, 1999.

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes
Copyright © 2023 All rights reserved.

End of Document

https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:5F0Y-C321-6F13-04HH-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:5Y3F-GPM3-CH1B-T2GY-00000-00&context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:4J61-X8S0-002W-P2JM-00000-00&context=1530671


N.J. Stat. § 30:4-31

 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-31. Commitment of nonresidents

A nonresident of this State may be committed to a mental hospital in this State in the same manner as 
residents may be admitted and committed.

History

Amended by L. 1953, c. 29, p. 511, 11; L. 1965, c. 59, 26.
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N.J. Stat. § 30:4-34

 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-34. County adjuster for commitment of persons with mental illness

In each county where county counsel, county solicitor, county clerk, county physician or county probation 
officer, or any of their assistants is in charge and supervision of the preparation of papers relating to the 
commitment of persons with mental illness, such person shall be known as “county adjuster” and such 
duties shall, except as otherwise provided in section 2 of P.L. 1981, c. 403 (C. 30:4-34.1), continue to 
pertain to the office of such county counsel, county solicitor, county clerk, county physician or county 
probation officer or their successors in office, but, notwithstanding the foregoing, in case any other county 
official or employee shall be at the time of the adoption of this act, in charge and supervision of the 
preparation of papers relating to the commitment of persons with mental illness, the governing body of the 
county may designate that county official or employee as county adjuster. In all other counties the county 
governing body shall designate some county official or employee as county adjuster.

The county adjuster shall have charge and supervision of the preparation of papers relating to the 
commitment of persons with mental illness in such county, and in cases arising in other counties in which 
the legal settlement appears to be in his county. Classification under civil service rules shall not be affected 
by reason of such designation or additional duties, and additional compensation, if any, for such services 
may be fixed by the county governing body and paid in the same manner as other county employees are 
paid. Each county governing body shall notify the various institutions for persons with mental illness of the 
name and address of the county adjuster.

The judge of the Superior Court within the county may appoint the county adjuster to act as referee for the 
purpose of taking testimony bearing solely on the question of legal settlement and the financial ability of the 
person with mental illness or the parent of the person with mental illness, if the person is under the age of 
18, to pay the cost of maintenance, in accordance with the provisions of R.S. 30:4-60, and shall make 
return to the court of his findings, conclusions and recommendations. Such findings, conclusions and 
recommendations shall be subject to the approval of the court and shall not be effective until incorporated 
in an appropriate order or judgment of the court. The county adjuster, acting as such referee, may subpena 
witnesses and compel their attendance on forms approved by the court.

History

Amended 1953, c. 29, § 12; 1954, c. 167; 1965, c. 59, § 28; 1981, c. 403, § 1; 1995, c. 155, § 9; 1998, c. 92, § 1, 
eff. Sept. 1, 1998; 2005, c. 55, § 2, eff. Sept. 20, 2005.
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N.J. Stat. § 30:4-34.1

 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-34.1. Tenure after 5 years of service

A person who holds the position of county adjuster by virtue of holding one of the offices under R.S. 30:4-
34 and who has held the position of county adjuster continuously for 5 years or more shall continue to hold 
the position of county adjuster, notwithstanding he is serving in one of the offices under R.S. 30:4-34 for a 
fixed term or at the pleasure of the governing body of the county, during good behavior and efficiency and 
shall not be removed therefrom except for good cause.

History

L. 1981, c. 403, 2, eff. Jan. 6, 1982.
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N.J. Stat. § 30:4-35

 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
> Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B.
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-35. County adjuster to file certificate of appointment with
commissioner

Every county adjuster shall forthwith or within ten days after his appointment file with the commissioner a 
certificate showing date of his appointment and postoffice address properly authenticated by the clerk of the 
board of chosen freeholders.
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N.J. Stat. § 30:4-27.24

 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
> Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B.
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.24. Short title [New Jersey Sexually Violent Predator Act]

This act shall be known and may be cited as the “New Jersey Sexually Violent Predator Act.”

History

L. 1998, c. 71, § 1, eff. Aug. 12, 1999.
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N.J. Stat. § 30:4-27.25

 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.25. Findings, declarations relative to sexually violent predators

The Legislature finds and declares that:

a.  Certain individuals who commit sex offenses suffer from mental abnormalities or personality 
disorders which make them likely to engage in repeat acts of predatory sexual violence if not treated for 
their mental conditions.

b.  Under the existing involuntary commitment procedure, persons are subject to commitment if they 
are mentally ill and dangerous to self, others or property. “Mental illness” is a current, substantial 
disturbance of thought, mood, perception or orientation which significantly impairs judgment, capacity 
to control behavior or capacity to recognize reality, which causes the person to be dangerous to self, 
others or property. The nature of the mental condition from which a sexually violent predator may suffer 
may not always lend itself to characterization under the existing statutory standard, although civil 
commitment may nonetheless be warranted due to the danger the person may pose to others as a 
result of the mental condition.

c.  Therefore, it is necessary to modify the involuntary civil commitment process in recognition of the 
need for commitment of those sexually violent predators who pose a danger to others should they be 
returned to society.

d.  Moreover, because of the nature of the mental conditions from which sexually violent predators 
suffer and the danger they present, it is necessary to house involuntarily committed sexually violent 
predators in an environment separate from persons committed under P.L. 1987, c. 116 (C. 30:4-27.1 et 
seq.) or otherwise confined.

History

L. 1998, c. 71, § 2, eff. Aug. 12, 1999.
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N.J. Stat. § 30:4-27.26

 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.26. Definitions relative to sexually violent predators

As used in this act:

“Agency with jurisdiction” means the agency which releases upon lawful order or authority a person who is 
serving a sentence or term of confinement, or is otherwise being detained or maintained in custody. This 
term includes the Department of Corrections or a county correctional facility, the Juvenile Justice 
Commission or a county juvenile detention facility, and the Department of Human Services. “Attorney 
General” means the Attorney General or a county prosecutor to whom the Attorney General has delegated 
authority under this act.

“Clinical certificate for a sexually violent predator” means a form prepared by the Division of Mental Health 
Services in the Department of Human Services and approved by the Administrative Office of the Courts, 
that is completed by the psychiatrist or other physician who has examined the person who is subject to 
commitment within three days of presenting the person for admission to a facility for treatment, and which 
states that the person is a sexually violent predator in need of involuntary commitment. The form shall also 
state the specific facts upon which the examining physician has based that conclusion and shall be certified 
in accordance with the Rules Governing the Courts of the State of New Jersey. A clinical certificate for a 
sexually violent predator may not be executed by an individual who is a relative by blood or marriage to the 
person who is being examined.

“Likely to engage in acts of sexual violence” means the propensity of a person to commit acts of sexual 
violence is of such a degree as to pose a threat to the health and safety of others.

“Mental abnormality” means a mental condition that affects a person’s emotional, cognitive or volitional 
capacity in a manner that predisposes that person to commit acts of sexual violence.

“Person” means an individual 18 years of age or older who is a potential or actual subject of proceedings 
under this act.

“Psychiatrist” means a physician who has completed the training requirements of the American Board of 
Psychiatry and Neurology.

“Sexually violent offense” means:

(a)  aggravated sexual assault; sexual assault; aggravated criminal sexual contact; kidnapping 
pursuant to subparagraph (b) of paragraph (2) of subsection c. of N.J.S.2C:13-1; criminal sexual 
contact; felony murder pursuant to paragraph (3) of N.J.S.2C:11-3 if the underlying crime is sexual 
assault; an attempt to commit any of these enumerated offenses; or a criminal offense with 
substantially the same elements as any offense enumerated above, entered or imposed under the laws 
of the United States, this State or another state; or

(b)  any offense for which the court makes a specific finding on the record that, based on the 
circumstances of the case, the person’s offense should be considered a sexually violent offense.
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N.J. Stat. § 30:4-27.26

“Sexually violent predator” means a person who has been convicted, adjudicated delinquent or found not 
guilty by reason of insanity for commission of a sexually violent offense, or has been charged with a 
sexually violent offense but found to be incompetent to stand trial, and suffers from a mental abnormality or 
personality disorder that makes the person likely to engage in acts of sexual violence if not confined in a 
secure facility for control, care and treatment.

“Treatment team” means the individuals, agencies or firms which provide treatment, supervision or other 
services at a facility designated for the custody, care and treatment of sexually violent predators.

History

L. 1998, c. 71, § 3, eff. Aug. 12, 1999.
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N.J. Stat. § 30:4-27.27

 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.27. Written notice to Attorney General of anticipated release, 
discharge

a.  When it appears that a person may meet the criteria of a sexually violent predator as defined in this act, 
the agency with jurisdiction shall give written notice to the Attorney General 90 days, or as soon as 
practicable, prior to:

(1)  the anticipated release from total confinement of a person who has been convicted of or 
adjudicated delinquent for a sexually violent offense;

(2)  any commitment status review hearing at which the Department of Human Services intends to 
recommend discharge or believes that discharge may be likely, for a person who has been civilly 
committed pursuant to N.J.S.2C:4-8 following acquittal by reason of insanity for a sexually violent 
offense; or

(3)  any hearing at which the Department of Human Services intends to recommend discharge or 
believes that discharge may be likely, for any person civilly committed based upon a determination that 
the person lacked mental competence to stand trial pursuant to N.J.S.2C:4-6, if the person had been 
charged with a sexually violent offense.

b.  When such notice is given, the agency with jurisdiction shall provide the Attorney General with all 
information relevant to a determination of whether the person may be a sexually violent predator, including, 
without regard to classification as confidential pursuant to regulations of the agency with jurisdiction, any 
preparole report, psychological and medical records, any statement of the reasons for denial of parole and 
a statement from the agency with jurisdiction of the reasons for its determination that the person may be a 
sexually violent predator.

c.  All information, documents and records concerning the person’s mental condition or which are classified 
as confidential pursuant to statute or regulations of the agency with jurisdiction that are received or 
provided pursuant to this section shall be deemed confidential. Unless authorized or required by court order 
or except as required in the course of judicial proceedings relating to the person’s commitment or release, 
disclosure of such information, documents and records shall be limited to a professional evaluating the 
person’s condition pursuant to this section, the Attorney General and a member of the Attorney General’s 
staff as necessary to the performance of duties imposed pursuant to this section and, if the person is 
committed, to the staff at the institution providing treatment.

d.  Any individual acting in good faith who has provided information relevant to a person’s need for 
involuntary commitment under this act or has taken steps in good faith to assess a person’s need of 
involuntary commitment under this act is immune from civil or criminal liability.

e.  The provisions of this section are not jurisdictional, and failure to comply with them in no way prevents 
the Attorney General from initiating a proceeding against a person otherwise subject to the provisions of 
this act, nor do the provisions of this act in any way foreclose a proceeding under the provisions of P.L. 
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N.J. Stat. § 30:4-27.27

1987, c. 116 (C. 30:4-27.1 et seq.) for the involuntary commitment of any person charged with or convicted 
of a sexual offense.

History

L. 1998, c. 71, § 4, eff. Aug. 12, 1999.
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N.J. Stat. § 30:4-27.28

 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.28. Initiation of court proceeding for involuntary commitment

a.  The Attorney General may initiate a court proceeding for involuntary commitment under this act of a 
person who is currently a patient in a short-term care facility, State or county psychiatric facility or special 
psychiatric hospital, by submitting to the court a clinical certificate for a sexually violent predator completed 
by a psychiatrist at the facility at which the person is a patient and the screening certificate which 
authorized admission of the person to the facility; but both certificates shall not be signed by the same 
psychiatrist unless the psychiatrist has made a reasonable but unsuccessful attempt to have another 
psychiatrist conduct the evaluation and execute the certificate.

b.  If civil commitment is not initiated pursuant to subsection a. of this section, the Attorney General may 
initiate a court proceeding for the involuntary commitment of a person by the submission to the court of two 
clinical certificates for a sexually violent predator, at least one of which is prepared by a psychiatrist. The 
person shall not be involuntarily committed pursuant to this act before the court issues a temporary court 
order. When the Attorney General determines that the public safety requires initiation of a proceeding 
pursuant to this subsection, the Attorney General may apply to the court for an order compelling the 
psychiatric evaluation of the person. The court shall grant the Attorney General’s application if the court 
finds that there is reasonable cause to believe that the person named in the petition is a sexually violent 
predator.

c.  The Attorney General may initiate a court proceeding for involuntary commitment under this act of an 
inmate who is scheduled for release upon expiration of a maximum term of incarceration by submission to 
the court of two clinical certificates for a sexually violent predator, at least one of which is prepared by a 
psychiatrist.

d.  The Attorney General, in exercise of the State’s authority as parens patriae, may initiate a court 
proceeding for the involuntary commitment of any person in accordance with the procedures set forth in this 
section by filing the required submission with the court in the jurisdiction in which the person whose 
commitment is sought is located.

e.  Any individual who is a relative by blood or marriage of the person being examined who executes a 
clinical certificate for a sexually violent predator, or any individual who signs such a clinical certificate for 
any purpose or motive other than for purposes of care, treatment and confinement of a person in need of 
involuntary commitment, shall be guilty of a crime of the fourth degree.

f.  Upon receiving these documents, the court shall immediately review them in order to determine whether 
there is probable cause to believe that the person is a sexually violent predator.

g.  If the court finds that there is probable cause to believe that the person is a sexually violent predator in 
need of involuntary commitment, it shall issue an order setting a date for a final hearing and authorizing 
temporary commitment to a secure facility designated for the custody, care and treatment of sexually 
violent predators pending the final hearing. In no event shall the person be released from confinement prior 
to the final hearing.
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h.  In the case of a person committed to a short-term care facility or special psychiatric hospital, after the 
facility’s treatment team conducts a mental and physical examination, administers appropriate treatment 
and prepares a discharge assessment, the facility shall transfer the person to a secure facility designated 
for the custody, care and treatment of sexually violent predators pending the final hearing upon providing 
the person, the person’s guardian if any, the person’s next-of-kin and the person’s attorney 24 hours’ 
advance notice of the pending transfer. Such transfer is to be accomplished in a manner which will give the 
receiving facility adequate time to examine the person, become familiar with the person’s behavior and 
condition, and prepare for the hearing.

History

L. 1998, c. 71, § 5, eff. Aug. 12, 1999.
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 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.29. Court hearing

a.  A person who is involuntarily committed pursuant to section 5 of this act shall receive a court hearing 
with respect to the issue of continuing need for involuntary commitment as a sexually violent predator within 
20 days from the date of the temporary commitment order.

b.  The Attorney General is responsible for presenting the case for the person’s involuntary commitment as 
a sexually violent predator to the court.

c.  A person subject to involuntary commitment shall have counsel present at the hearing and shall not be 
permitted to appear at the hearing without counsel.

History

L. 1998, c. 71, § 6, eff. Aug. 12, 1999.
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 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.30. Notice of court hearing

a.  At least 10 days prior to a court hearing, the Attorney General shall cause notice of the court hearing to 
be served upon the person, the person’s guardian if any, the person’s next-of-kin, the person’s attorney, the 
agency with jurisdiction having custody of the person and any other individual specified by the court. The 
notice shall contain the date, time and location of the court hearing. The person and the person’s attorney 
shall also receive copies of the clinical certificates for a sexually violent predator and supporting 
documents, the temporary court order and a statement of the person’s rights at the court hearing.

b.  A psychiatrist on the person’s treatment team who has conducted a personal examination of the person 
as close to the court hearing date as possible, but in no event more than five calendar days prior to the 
court hearing, shall testify at the hearing to the clinical basis for the need for involuntary commitment as a 
sexually violent predator. Other members of the person’s treatment team and any other witness with 
relevant information offered by the person or the Attorney General shall also be permitted to testify at the 
hearing.

c.  The person’s next-of-kin may attend and, if the court so determines, may testify at the court hearing.

d.  The court shall transcribe the court hearing and arrange for the payment of expenses related thereto in 
the same manner as for other court proceedings.

History

L. 1998, c. 71, § 7, eff. Aug. 12, 1999.
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 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.31. Rights at court hearing

A person subject to involuntary commitment as a sexually violent predator has the following rights at a court 
hearing pursuant to section 7 and any subsequent review court hearing:

a.  The right to be represented by counsel or, if indigent, by appointed counsel;

b.  The right to be present at the court hearing unless the court determines that because of the 
person’s conduct at the court hearing the proceeding cannot reasonably continue while the person is 
present;

c.  The right to present evidence;

d.  The right to cross-examine witnesses; and

e.  The right to a hearing in camera.

History

L. 1998, c. 71, § 8, eff. Aug. 12, 1999.
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 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.32. Order authorizing continued involuntary commitment

a.  If the court finds by clear and convincing evidence that the person needs continued involuntary 
commitment as a sexually violent predator, it shall issue an order authorizing the involuntary commitment of 
the person to a facility designated for the custody, care and treatment of sexually violent predators. The 
court shall also schedule a subsequent court hearing pursuant to section 12 [C.30:4-27.35] of this act.

b.  If the court finds that the person is not a sexually violent predator, the court shall so order. A person who 
is serving a term of incarceration shall be returned to the appropriate State, county or local authority to 
complete service of the term of incarceration imposed until released in accordance with law, and any other 
person shall be discharged by the facility within 48 hours of the court’s verbal order or by the end of the 
next working day, whichever is longer, with a discharge plan prepared pursuant to section 14 [C.30:4-27.37] 
of this act.

c.  

(1)  If the Department of Human Services recommends conditional discharge of the person and the 
court finds that the person will not be likely to engage in acts of sexual violence because the person is 
amenable to and highly likely to comply with a plan to facilitate the person’s adjustment and 
reintegration into the community so as to render involuntary commitment as a sexually violent predator 
unnecessary for that person, the court may order that the person be conditionally discharged in 
accordance with such plan.

(2)  Conditions imposed pursuant to this subsection shall include those recommended by the person’s 
treatment team and developed with the participation of the person and shall be approved by the 
Department of Human Services. Conditions imposed on the person shall be specific and shall be for 
the purpose of ensuring that the person participates in necessary treatment and that the person does 
not represent a risk to public safety. If the court imposes conditions for a period exceeding six months, 
the court shall provide for a review hearing on a date the court deems appropriate but in no event later 
than six months from the date of the order. The review hearing shall be conducted in the manner 
provided in this section, and the court may impose any order authorized pursuant to this section.

(3)  A designated staff member on the person’s treatment team shall notify the court if the person fails 
to meet the conditions of the discharge plan, and the court shall issue an order directing that the person 
be taken to a facility designated for the custody, care and treatment of sexually violent predators for an 
assessment. The court shall determine, in conjunction with the findings of the assessment, if the person 
needs to be returned to custody and, if so, the person shall be returned to the designated facility for the 
custody, care and treatment of sexually violent predators. The court shall hold a hearing within 20 days 
of the day the person was returned to custody to determine if the order of conditional discharge should 
be vacated.

d.  Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, or any provision of section 12, 13 or 14 of this act to the 
contrary, no person committed while serving a term of incarceration shall be discharged by the court prior to 
the date on which the person’s maximum term would have expired had he not been committed. If the court 
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determines that the person’s mental condition has so changed that the person is safe to be at large, the 
court shall order that the person be returned to the appropriate State, county or local authority to complete 
service of the term of incarceration imposed until released in accordance with law, and the person shall be 
given day for day credit for all time during which the person was committed.

e.  Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, or any provision of section 12, 13 or 14 of this act to the 
contrary, no person committed pursuant to N.J.S.2C:4-8 concerning acquittal of a criminal charge by 
reason of insanity or pursuant to N.J.S.2C:4-6 concerning lack of mental competence to stand trial shall be 
discharged by the court unless the prosecuting attorney in the case receives prior notice and an opportunity 
to be heard.

History

L. 1998, c. 71, § 9, eff. Aug. 12, 1999.
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 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.33. Involuntary commitment of person lacking mental competence 
to stand trial

If a person who has been civilly committed based upon a determination that the person lacked mental 
competence to stand trial pursuant to N.J.S.2C:4-6 is about to be released, and the person’s involuntary 
commitment is sought pursuant to this act, the court shall first hear evidence and determine whether the 
person did commit the act charged.

a.  The rules of evidence applicable in criminal cases shall apply, and all constitutional rights available 
to a defendant at a criminal trial, other than the right to a trial by jury and the right not to be tried while 
incompetent, shall apply.

b.  After hearing evidence on this issue, the court shall make specific findings on whether the person 
did commit the act charged, the extent to which the person’s lack of mental competence affected the 
outcome of the hearing, including its effect on the person’s ability to consult with and assist counsel and 
to testify on the person’s own behalf, the extent to which the evidence could be reconstructed without 
the assistance of the person and the strength of the prosecution’s case.

c.  If, after the conclusion of the hearing on this issue, the court finds beyond a reasonable doubt that 
the person did commit the act charged, the court shall enter a final order, appealable by the person, on 
that issue and may proceed to consider whether the person should be committed pursuant to this act.

History

L. 1998, c. 71, § 10, eff. Aug. 12, 1999.
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 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.34. Operation of facility for sexually violent predators; regulations

a.  The Department of Corrections shall be responsible for the operation of any facility designated for the 
custody, care and treatment of sexually violent predators, and shall provide or arrange for custodial care of 
persons committed pursuant to this act. Except as may be provided pursuant to subsection c. of section 9 
[C.30:4-27.32] of this act, a person committed pursuant to this act shall be kept in a secure facility and shall 
be housed and managed separately from offenders in the custody of the Department of Corrections and, 
except for occasional instances of supervised incidental contact, shall be segregated from such offenders.

b.  The Division of Mental Health Services in the Department of Human Services shall provide or arrange 
for treatment for a person committed pursuant to this act. Such treatment shall be appropriately tailored to 
address the specific needs of sexually violent predators.

c.  Appropriate representatives of the Department of Corrections and the Department of Human Services 
shall participate in an interagency oversight board to facilitate the coordination of the policies and 
procedures of the facility.

d.  Notwithstanding the provisions of section 10 of P.L. 1965, c. 59 (C. 30:4-24.2) or any other law to the 
contrary, the rights and rules of conduct applicable to a person subject to involuntary commitment as a 
sexually violent predator pursuant to P.L.  1998, c. 71 (C. 30:4-27.24 et seq.) shall be established by 
regulation promulgated jointly by the Commissioner of Human Services and the Commissioner of 
Corrections, in consultation with the Attorney General. The regulations promulgated under this subsection 
shall take into consideration the rights of patients as set forth in section 10 of P.L. 1965, c. 59 (C. 30:4-
24.2), but shall specifically address the differing needs and specific characteristics of, and treatment 
protocols related to, sexually violent predators. In developing these regulations, the commissioners shall 
give due regard to security concerns and safety of the residents, treatment staff, custodial personnel and 
others in and about the facility.

History

L. 1998, c. 71, § 11, eff. Aug. 12, 1999; amended 2003, c. 156, § 1, eff. Aug. 15, 2003.
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 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.35. Annual court review hearing

A person committed under this act shall be afforded an annual court review hearing of the need for 
involuntary commitment as a sexually violent predator. The review hearing shall be conducted in the 
manner provided in section 7 [C.30:4-27.30] of this act. If the court determines at a review hearing that 
involuntary commitment as a sexually violent predator shall be continued, it shall execute a new order. The 
court shall conduct the first review hearing 12 months from the date of the first hearing, and subsequent 
review hearings annually thereafter. The court may schedule additional review hearings but, except in 
extraordinary circumstances, not more often than once every 30 days.

History

L. 1998, c. 71, § 12, eff. Aug. 12, 1999.
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 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.37. Discharge plan

A person discharged by the court shall have a discharge plan prepared by the treatment team at the facility 
designated for the custody, care and treatment of sexually violent predators, pursuant to this section. The 
treatment team shall give the person an opportunity to participate in the formulation of the discharge plan.

History

L. 1998, c. 71, § 14, eff. Aug. 12, 1999.
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 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.36. Recommendation for discharge

a.  At any time during the involuntary commitment of a person under this act, if the person’s treatment team 
determines that the person’s mental condition has so changed that the person is not likely to engage in acts 
of sexual violence if released, the treatment team shall recommend that the Department of Human Services 
authorize the person to petition the court for discharge from involuntary commitment status. The 
Department of Human Services shall notify the Attorney General immediately upon providing such 
authorization. If a discharge plan has not been developed pursuant to section 14 [C.30:4-27.37] of this act, 
it shall be developed forthwith.

b.  The person shall serve the authorized petition for discharge upon the committing court and the Attorney 
General. The Attorney General may obtain an independent clinical evaluation of the person, which shall be 
performed within 15 days of receipt by the Attorney General of the authorized petition for discharge. If, 
within 15 days of receipt of such authorized petition or upon completion of an independent clinical 
evaluation, if any, the Attorney General files a request for a hearing on the issue of continuing need for 
commitment and serves notice of that request, in accordance with the provisions of section 7 [C.30:4-27.30] 
of this act, the court shall schedule a hearing on the issue. The hearing shall be conducted in the manner 
provided in section 9 [C.30:4-27.32] of this act.

c.  If the person committed pursuant to this act had at the time of such commitment been confined pursuant 
to an order entered under N.J.S.2C:4-8 concerning acquittal of a criminal charge by reason of insanity or 
under N.J.S.2C:4-6 concerning lack of mental competence to stand trial, the Attorney General shall provide 
written notice to the prosecutor of the person’s authorized petition for discharge from involuntary 
commitment status. If, within five days of receipt of such notice, the prosecutor files a request for a hearing 
on the issue of continuing need for commitment and serves notice of that request, in accordance with the 
provisions of section 7 of this act, the court shall schedule a hearing on the issue. The hearing shall be 
conducted in the manner provided in section 9 of this act.

d.  Nothing in this act shall prohibit a person from filing a petition for discharge from involuntary commitment 
status without authorization from the Department of Human Services. Upon receipt of such a petition, the 
court shall review the petition to determine:

(1)  whether the petition contains facts upon which the court could find that the condition of the person 
has so changed from the time of the filing of the person’s prior petition that a hearing is warranted, or

(2)  whether the petition is supported by a professional expert evaluation or report stating that the 
person’s mental condition has so changed that the person is not likely to engage in acts of sexual 
violence if released, which evidence had not been provided to the court in its prior annual review.

If the petition fails to satisfy either of these requirements, the court shall deny the petition without a 
hearing.

History
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L. 1998, c. 71, § 13, eff. Aug. 12, 1999.

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes
Copyright © 2023 All rights reserved.

End of Document

https://plus.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:4J61-X8S0-002W-P2JM-00000-00&context=1530671


N.J. Stat. § 30:4-27.38

 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-27.38. Written notice of release

In addition to any other information required to be released under this act, prior to the release of a person 
committed under this act, the Department of Corrections shall give written notice of the person’s release to 
the Attorney General or the prosecutor of the county in which the person was prosecuted for the sexually 
violent offense which rendered the person subject to commitment under this act, depending on which office 
prosecuted the person for the sexually violent offense. Upon receipt of such notice, the county prosecutor 
or Attorney General, as the case may be, shall notify the Office of Victim and Witness Advocacy of the 
county in which the person was prosecuted and that office shall use any reasonable means available to it to 
give notice of the person’s release to the victim of the sexually violent offense or the victim’s nearest 
relative if the sexually violent offense resulted in death, which notice shall be in accordance with the 
provisions of section 6 of P.L. 1985, c. 404 (C. 52:4B-44). The notice required under this section shall be 
given only if a request for such notification has been made by the victim or the victim’s nearest relative, as 
the case may be, to the county prosecutor or Attorney General, as the case may be, at the time the person 
was sentenced or committed. Failure to notify shall not be a reason for postponement of release. Nothing in 
this subsection shall create a cause of action against the State, county or any employee of the State or 
county acting within the scope of the employee’s employment as a result of the failure to notify under this 
act.

History

L. 1998, c. 71, § 15, eff. Aug. 12, 1999.
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N.J. Stat. § 30:4-31

 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-31. Commitment of nonresidents

A nonresident of this State may be committed to a mental hospital in this State in the same manner as 
residents may be admitted and committed.

History

Amended by L. 1953, c. 29, p. 511, 11; L. 1965, c. 59, 26.
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N.J. Stat. § 30:4-34

 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-34. County adjuster for commitment of persons with mental illness

In each county where county counsel, county solicitor, county clerk, county physician or county probation 
officer, or any of their assistants is in charge and supervision of the preparation of papers relating to the 
commitment of persons with mental illness, such person shall be known as “county adjuster” and such 
duties shall, except as otherwise provided in section 2 of P.L. 1981, c. 403 (C. 30:4-34.1), continue to 
pertain to the office of such county counsel, county solicitor, county clerk, county physician or county 
probation officer or their successors in office, but, notwithstanding the foregoing, in case any other county 
official or employee shall be at the time of the adoption of this act, in charge and supervision of the 
preparation of papers relating to the commitment of persons with mental illness, the governing body of the 
county may designate that county official or employee as county adjuster. In all other counties the county 
governing body shall designate some county official or employee as county adjuster.

The county adjuster shall have charge and supervision of the preparation of papers relating to the 
commitment of persons with mental illness in such county, and in cases arising in other counties in which 
the legal settlement appears to be in his county. Classification under civil service rules shall not be affected 
by reason of such designation or additional duties, and additional compensation, if any, for such services 
may be fixed by the county governing body and paid in the same manner as other county employees are 
paid. Each county governing body shall notify the various institutions for persons with mental illness of the 
name and address of the county adjuster.

The judge of the Superior Court within the county may appoint the county adjuster to act as referee for the 
purpose of taking testimony bearing solely on the question of legal settlement and the financial ability of the 
person with mental illness or the parent of the person with mental illness, if the person is under the age of 
18, to pay the cost of maintenance, in accordance with the provisions of R.S. 30:4-60, and shall make 
return to the court of his findings, conclusions and recommendations. Such findings, conclusions and 
recommendations shall be subject to the approval of the court and shall not be effective until incorporated 
in an appropriate order or judgment of the court. The county adjuster, acting as such referee, may subpena 
witnesses and compel their attendance on forms approved by the court.

History

Amended 1953, c. 29, § 12; 1954, c. 167; 1965, c. 59, § 28; 1981, c. 403, § 1; 1995, c. 155, § 9; 1998, c. 92, § 1, 
eff. Sept. 1, 1998; 2005, c. 55, § 2, eff. Sept. 20, 2005.
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N.J. Stat. § 30:4-34.1

 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-34.1. Tenure after 5 years of service

A person who holds the position of county adjuster by virtue of holding one of the offices under R.S. 30:4-
34 and who has held the position of county adjuster continuously for 5 years or more shall continue to hold 
the position of county adjuster, notwithstanding he is serving in one of the offices under R.S. 30:4-34 for a 
fixed term or at the pleasure of the governing body of the county, during good behavior and efficiency and 
shall not be removed therefrom except for good cause.

History

L. 1981, c. 403, 2, eff. Jan. 6, 1982.
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N.J. Stat. § 30:4-35

 Current through New Jersey 220th Second Annual Session, L. 2023, c. 36 and J.R. 2 

LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes  >  Title 30. Institutions and Agencies (Subts. 1 — 9)  
>  Subtitle 1. State Departments and Institutions (Chs. 1 — 4AA)  >  Chapter 4. Management and 
Operation of Institutions (Arts. 1 — 14)  >  Article 3. Commitment (§§ 30:4-23 — 30:4-78.5)  >  B. 
Application and Proceedings (§§ 30:4-27 — 30:4-48)

§ 30:4-35. County adjuster to file certificate of appointment with 
commissioner

Every county adjuster shall forthwith or within ten days after his appointment file with the commissioner a 
certificate showing date of his appointment and postoffice address properly authenticated by the clerk of the 
board of chosen freeholders.
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Rule 4:74-7 - 
Civil Commitment Adults



N.J. Court Rules, R. 4:74-7

Current with all changes received through April 19, 2023

NJ - New Jersey State & Federal Court Rules  >  Rules Governing the Courts of the State of New 
Jersey  >  PART IV. Rules Governing Civil Practice in the Superior Court, Tax Court and 
Surrogate’s Courts  >  CHAPTER VII. Provisional and Final Remedies and Special Proceedings  > 
RULE 4:74. Special Proceedings in the Superior Court, Law Division

Rule 4:74-7. Civil Commitment — Adults.

(a) Applicability; Definitions. This rule applies to the civil commitment of persons 18 years of age or older to
inpatient or outpatient treatment, and the definitions contained in N.J.S.A. 30:4-27.2 apply.

(b) Commencement of Action. An action for commitment to treatment shall be commenced either through a
screening service referral or upon independent application for a temporary court order, except that an
action for commitment to outpatient treatment may alternatively be commenced through the conversion
procedure set forth in subparagraph (f)(3) of this Rule. All clinical and screening certificates shall be in the
form prescribed by the Division of Mental Health and Addiction Services in the Department of Human
Services subject to the approval of the Administrative Director of the Courts.

(1) Screening Service Referral. A person who has been involuntarily admitted to a short-term care or
psychiatric facility or special psychiatric hospital or assigned to an outpatient treatment provider on
referral by a screening service may be detained by the facility or the hospital without court order for not
more than 72 hours from the time the original screening certificate was executed. During that period the
facility, the hospital or outpatient treatment provider may institute proceedings by filing with the court
the original clinical certificate completed by a psychiatrist on the patient’s treatment team, the original
screening certificate executed by a psychiatrist or other physician affiliated with the screening service
and, if commitment to outpatient treatment is recommended, an interim plan of outpatient treatment. If
the screening was performed by means of telepsychiatry by a screening service having a Division of
Mental Health and Addiction Services approved plan of telepsychiatry, the facility, hospital or outpatient
treatment provider may file with the court a facsimile of the original screening certificate in lieu of the
original. A copy of the certificates and interim plan of outpatient treatment, if required, shall be filed with
the office of the county adjuster.

(2) Independent Applications. If the screening service procedure is not employed, proceedings for
involuntary commitment to treatment may be initiated by filing an application supported by two clinical
certificates, at least one of which is prepared by a psychiatrist, stating that the person is in need of
involuntary commitment to treatment. If an application for involuntary commitment to outpatient
treatment is filed, an interim plan of outpatient treatment developed by an outpatient treatment program
shall be filed in addition to the two clinical certificates. The originals shall be filed with the court and
copies with the office of the county adjuster. If the application is made after a voluntary patient requests
discharge from a facility or hospital, the patient may be detained for not more than 48 hours after the
request or until the end of the next working day, whichever is later. If proceedings are instituted by
independent application, there shall be no involuntary commitment to treatment prior to entry of a
temporary commitment order by the court.

(3) Certificates for Adults.

(A) Contents. If the patient is an adult, the certificates shall state with particularity the facts upon
which the psychiatrist, physician or mental health screener relies in concluding that (1) the patient
is mentally ill, (2) that mental illness causes the patient to be dangerous to self or others or property
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N.J. Court Rules, R. 4:74-7

as defined by N.J.S.A. 30:4-27.2(h) and .2(i), (3) the patient is unwilling to accept appropriate 
treatment voluntarily after it has been offered, (4) the patient needs outpatient treatment or inpatient 
care at a short term care or psychiatric facility or special psychiatric hospital, and (5) other less 
restrictive alternative services are not appropriate or available to meet the person’s mental health 
care needs. If inpatient treatment is recommended, the certificates shall indicate that the patient is 
immediately or imminently dangerous to self, others or property or outpatient treatment is 
inadequate to render the patient unlikely to be dangerous within the reasonably foreseeable future. 
If outpatient treatment is recommended, the certificates shall indicate that with a plan of outpatient 
treatment the patient will unlikely be dangerous to self, others or property within the reasonably 
foreseeable future.

(B)  Persons Disqualified. A person who is a relative by blood or marriage of the person being 
examined shall not execute any certificate required by this rule. If the screening service referral 
procedure is used, the same psychiatrist shall not sign both the screening certificate and the clinical 
certificate unless that psychiatrist has made a reasonable but unsuccessful attempt to have another 
psychiatrist conduct the evaluation and execute the certificate.

(c)  Temporary Commitment. The court may enter an order of temporary commitment to treatment 
authorizing the assignment of a person to an outpatient treatment provider or the admission to or retention 
of custody by a facility pending final hearing if it finds probable cause, based on the documents filed in 
accordance with paragraph (b) of this rule, to believe that the person is in need of involuntary commitment 
to treatment. The order of temporary commitment shall include the following terms:

(1)  A place and day certain for the commitment hearing, which shall be within 20 days from the initial 
commitment to treatment. The date shall not be subject to adjournment, except that in exceptional 
circumstances shown in open court and on the record the hearing may be adjourned for a period of not 
more than 14 days.

(2)  Assignment of counsel to present the case for involuntary commitment to treatment as required by 
statute.

(3)  Assignment of counsel to represent an unrepresented patient, whose fees shall be fixed by the 
court after hearing and paid pursuant to paragraph (i) of this rule.

(4)  The persons to be notified by the county adjuster of the admitting county of the time and place of 
hearing, the mode of service of the notice, and the time within which notice must be served. Notice 
shall be served not less than 10 days prior to the date of the hearing, nor shall any mode of service of 
the notice on the patient be permitted other than personal service. In addition to the patient, the 
patient’s counsel, and the patient’s guardian or guardian ad litem, if any, notice shall also be given to 
the county counsel, the nearest relatives of the patient, the county adjuster of the county in which the 
patient has legal settlement, and the director or chief executive officer of the inpatient facility or hospital 
or outpatient treatment provider. Additionally, the court may order notice to be served on any other 
person. The form of notice served on the patient and the patient’s counsel or guardian ad litem shall 
include a copy of the temporary court order, a statement of the patient’s rights at the hearing, and the 
screening or clinical certificates and supporting documents.

(d)  Discovery. Any rule, regulation or policy of confidentiality notwithstanding, the patient’s counsel or 
guardian ad litem shall have the right to inspect and copy all records relating to the patient’s mental 
condition, including the patient’s clinical chart. The court may also order testing or examination of the 
patient by an independent psychiatrist, psychologist or other expert. The cost of such examination and the 
expert’s fee for testifying if any, shall be borne by the person or public body charged with the patient’s legal 
settlement.

(e)  Hearing. No final order of commitment to treatment shall be entered except upon hearing conducted in 
accordance with the provisions of these rules. The application for commitment to treatment shall be 
supported by the oral testimony of a psychiatrist on the patient’s treatment team who has conducted a 
personal examination of the patient as close to the court hearing date as possible, but in no event more 
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than five calendar days prior to the court hearing. If a licensed psychologist has examined the patient, the 
court may also require the psychologist to appear and testify in the matter. Any expert witness who is to 
testify shall prepare a written report and shall make it available to the court and all counsel no later than 
one business day prior to the hearing. The report shall be in a form prescribed by the Department of Human 
Services and subject to approval by the Administrative Director of the Courts, and designed to minimize the 
burden on hospital or outpatient treatment provider administrative and clinical resources while still 
accomplishing its objective. Other members of the patient’s treatment team may also testify at the hearing, 
as may the patient’s next-of-kin if the court so determines. The patient shall have the right to appear at the 
hearing, but may be excused from the courtroom during all or any portion thereof if the court determines 
that because of the patient’s conduct at the hearing it cannot reasonably continue while the patient is 
present. In no case shall the patient appear pro se. The patient, through counsel, shall have the right to 
present evidence and to cross-examine witnesses. The hearing shall be held in camera, except as 
otherwise provided by R. 3:19-2 (acquittal by reason of insanity).

(f)  Final Order of Commitment, Review, Conversions, Modifications of Outpatient Treatment.

(1)  Entry of Order. The court shall enter an order authorizing involuntary commitment of the patient to 
an outpatient treatment provider or admission to an inpatient setting for treatment if it finds, by clear 
and convincing evidence presented at the hearing that the patient is in need of continued involuntary 
commitment to treatment by reason of the fact that (1) the patient is mentally ill, (2) mental illness 
causes the patient to be dangerous to self or dangerous to others or property as defined in N.J.S.A. 
30:4-27.2(h) and -.2(i), (3) the patient is unwilling to be admitted to a facility for voluntary care or accept 
appropriate treatment voluntarily, and (4) the patient needs outpatient treatment as defined by N.J.S.A. 
30:4-27.2(hh) or inpatient care at a short-term care or psychiatric facility or special psychiatric hospital 
because other less restrictive alternative services are not appropriate or available to meet the patient’s 
mental health care needs.

(2)  Review.  The order shall provide for periodic reviews of the commitment. For inpatient treatment, 
periodic reviews should be no later than (i) three months from the date of the first hearing, and (ii) nine 
months from the date of the first hearing, and (iii) 12 months from the date of the first hearing, and (iv) 
at least annually thereafter, if the patient is not sooner discharged. For outpatient treatment, periodic 
reviews should be no later than (i) 6 months from the date of the first hearing, (ii) 9 months from the 
date of the first hearing, (iii) 12 months from the date of the first hearing, and (iv) at least annually 
thereafter, if the patient is not sooner discharged. The court may schedule additional review hearings 
but, except in extraordinary circumstances, not more than once every 30 days. If the court determines 
at a review hearing that involuntary commitment to treatment shall be continued, it shall execute a new 
order. All reviews shall be conducted in the manner required by paragraph (e) of this rule. When the 
advanced age of the patient or when the cause or nature of the mental illness renders it appropriate, 
and where it would be impractical to obtain the testimony of a psychiatrist as required in paragraph (e), 
the court may, in its discretion and with the consent of the patient, support its findings by the oral 
testimony of a physician on the patient’s treatment team who has personally conducted an examination 
of the patient as close to the hearing date as possible, but in no event more than five days prior to the 
hearing date. A scheduled periodic review, as set forth above, shall not be stayed pending appeal of a 
prior determination under this rule.

(3)  Conversions. The chief executive officer of a psychiatric facility or hospital may apply to the court 
between the time periods for review of the commitment for an order changing the placement of the 
patient from an inpatient setting to an outpatient setting. The court shall set a date for a hearing on the 
conversion application and notice of the hearing shall be served upon the patient, the patient’s 
guardian, if any, the patient’s next of kin, the patient’s attorney and the county adjuster of the county in 
which the patient has legal settlement. The court shall enter an order authorizing the conversion of the 
involuntary commitment of the patient from inpatient to outpatient treatment if it finds, by clear and 
convincing evidence presented at the hearing, that the patient is in need of continued commitment to 
treatment pursuant to N.J.S.A. 30:4-27.2(m), and the least restrictive environment for the patient to 
receive clinically appropriate treatment is in an outpatient setting.
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(4)  Modification of Outpatient Treatment.

(A)  Material Noncompliance. If a patient fails to materially comply with a plan of outpatient treatment 
during the time the patient is assigned to outpatient treatment by the court or the provider determines 
the plan of outpatient treatment is inadequate to meet the patient’s mental health needs, the outpatient 
treatment provider shall notify the court in writing of the material noncompliance and refer the patient to 
a screening service for assessment to determine appropriate mental health services pursuant to 
N.J.S.A. 30:4-27.5.

(B)  Modification of Plan. If an outpatient treatment provider determines a plan of outpatient treatment is 
inappropriate and needs to be modified, but the patient does not need to be referred to a screening 
service, the provider shall apply to the court for an order modifying the plan of outpatient treatment. 
Notice of the application to modify the treatment plan shall be served upon the patient’s attorney and 
the county adjuster. The court shall enter an order modifying the plan of outpatient treatment as 
appropriate.

(g)  Conversion to Voluntary Status; Voluntary Admission Through a Screening Service.

(1)  When a patient has been involuntarily committed to a short-term care facility, a psychiatric facility or 
a special psychiatric hospital, as defined in N.J.S.A. 30:4-27.2, and thereafter seeks to convert to 
voluntary status, the court shall hold a hearing within 20 days to determine whether the patient had the 
capacity to make an informed decision to convert to voluntary status and whether the decision was 
made knowingly and voluntarily. Counsel previously appointed shall represent the patient at that 
hearing and notice shall be given in accordance with paragraph (c)(4) of these rules. The patient shall 
attend the hearing unless the court is satisfied that the patient does not wish to attend.

(2)  When a patient has been evaluated by a screening service and thereafter admitted to a short-term 
care facility or a psychiatric facility as a voluntary patient and when no court order of temporary 
commitment has been entered, the court shall hold a hearing within 20 days to determine whether the 
patient had the capacity to make an informed decision to be admitted voluntarily and whether the 
decision was made knowingly and voluntarily. Counsel shall be appointed to represent the patient at 
this hearing and notice shall be given in accordance with paragraph (c)(4) of these rules, except that 
notice to the nearest relatives of the patient shall be given only as requested in writing by the patient. 
The form of notice served upon patients and their counsel or guardians ad litem shall include a 
statement of the patient’s rights at the hearing and a copy of the screening documents. The patient 
shall attend the hearing unless the court is satisfied that the patient does not wish to attend.

(h)  Discharge.

(1)  Order of Discharge. If the court concludes at the review hearing that the evidence does not warrant 
continued commitment to treatment, it shall order that the patient be discharged. The facility or 
outpatient treatment provider shall discharge the patient as soon as practicable but no later than 48 
hours after the court’s verbal order or by the end of the next working day, whichever is later. An order 
discharging the patient may contain conditions for discharge provided the court finds that the patient’s 
history indicates a high risk of repeated commitment because of the patient’s failure to comply with 
discharge plans or a substantial likelihood that by reason of mental illness the patient will be dangerous 
to self, others or property if the patient does not receive other appropriate and available services that 
render involuntary commitment to treatment unnecessary. Conditions shall be recommended by the 
facility or outpatient treatment provider and mental health agency staff and developed with the 
participation of the patient, shall be specific, and shall not exceed 90 days in duration except as 
otherwise provided by law. The continuation of any such conditions shall be subject to periodic review 
as provided by paragraph (f) hereof.

(2)  Order of Conditional Extension Pending Placement. If a patient otherwise entitled to discharge from 
an inpatient facility cannot be immediately discharged due to the unavailability of an appropriate 
placement, the court shall enter an order conditionally extending the patient’s hospitalization and 
scheduling a placement review hearing within 60 days thereafter. If the patient is not sooner 
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discharged, a second placement review hearing shall be held no later than six months after the initial 
placement review hearing and subsequently at no greater than six-month intervals. At all placement 
review hearings the court shall inquire into and receive evidence of the patient’s placement as is 
necessary to support the entry of an order conditionally extending the patient’s hospitalization. At all 
placement review hearings, the hospital employee who has primary responsibility for placing the patient 
shall prepare a written report and shall make it available to the court and all counsel no later than one 
business day prior to the hearing. The report shall be in a form prescribed by the Department of Human 
Services and subject to approval by the Administrative Director of the Courts, and designed to minimize 
the burden on hospital administrative and clinical resources while still accomplishing its objective. If the 
court is advised at a hearing that an appropriate placement is available, it shall forthwith order such 
placement. If an appropriate placement becomes available during the interval between scheduled 
hearings, the patient may be administratively discharged to said placement.

The patient shall have the right to counsel in all placement review proceedings. Notice of the date, 
time and place of all hearings shall be given the patient and patient’s counsel no later than ten days 
prior to the hearing. The patient’s counsel shall be entitled to inspect and copy all records relating 
to the patient’s condition including the patient’s clinical chart and all records relating to placement, 
to introduce evidence and to cross-examine adverse witnesses.

(3)  Access to Appropriate Records for Placement. Whenever a person is or has been voluntarily 
admitted or involuntarily committed to treatment under N.J.S.A. Title 30, Article 4, and whose 
certificates, applications, records and reports, therefore, are controlled by N.J.S.A. 30:4-24.3 and it 
appears that disclosure of said records is necessary to plan for or implement the placement of the 
person in a less restrictive or alternative environment, and the patient is unable or unwilling to give 
informed consent for said disclosure, a petition for the release of such records and the authority to 
execute any and all documents necessary to effectuate such placement, including but not limited to any 
and all applications and financial forms, may be made pursuant to R. 1:6 as follows:

(A)  Contents. The petition shall set forth the person or facility making the application, the name of 
the patient, the type of facility in which placement is sought, the commitment status of the patient, 
the reasons for the request, the response of the patient and his or her next-of-kin, and the relief 
requested.

(B)  Service; Protective Order. A copy of the petition shall be served on the patient and the patient’s 
attorney, if any. The court may in its discretion appoint an attorney to represent an unrepresented 
patient. The court shall enter a protective order to preserve the confidentiality of the records to the 
greatest extent possible.

(i)  Order for Payment for Commitment to a Psychiatric Facility.

(1)  The patient’s legal settlement and provision for payment of the expenses of the patient’s care and 
treatment at a psychiatric facility shall be determined by the court on petition of the county adjuster, 
which shall be accompanied by a report stating the results of the county adjuster’s investigation and the 
county adjuster’s recommendations. The county adjuster’s petition and report shall be served upon the 
patient or the patient’s legal guardian if any, the patient’s attorney, and any person who may be legally 
responsible for payment. The petition shall set forth the name and address of the county adjuster and 
the address of the court and shall state that any objection to the recommendations of the county 
adjuster shall be filed with the court and served upon the county adjuster within 20 days after service of 
the petition and report. The petition shall further state that if no objection is filed within the 20-day 
period, the court may enter an order imposing liability in accordance with the recommendations of the 
report of the county adjuster. If no objection is filed, the court may enter an appropriate order based on 
the petition. If an objection is filed, an order may be entered only after a hearing on notice, which may 
be summary in nature.

(2)  The person or public body charged with the responsibility for payment of the expenses of the 
patient’s care and treatment at a psychiatric facility shall also be charged with the fee of assigned 
counsel and guardian ad litem and reasonable costs, including the costs of experts, incurred by either 
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of them in representing the patient. If the assigned counsel or guardian ad litem is employed by a legal 
services project, counsel’s fee shall be ordered payable thereto. If counsel is employed by the State or 
county, no fee allowance shall be made.

(j)  Filing. All documents referred to in this rule shall be filed in the County Adjuster’s office together with an 
affidavit of service of all notices herein required. The files of the County Adjuster shall not, however, be 
open to inspection by any person other than assigned counsel, guardian ad litem and the Deputy Clerk of 
the Superior Court except on court order in exceptional circumstances and for good cause shown.

History

Source - paragraphs (a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) and (g), captions and text deleted and new text adopted July 17, 1975 to 
be effective September 8, 1975; paragraphs (a), (b), (c), (e), (f); amended and (j) caption and text deleted and new 
caption and text adopted September 13, 1976, to be effective September 13, 1976; paragraphs (b), (d), and (f); 
amended July 24, 1978, to be effective September 11, 1978; paragraph (f); amended July 16, 1981 to be effective 
September 14, 1981; paragraph (b); amended July 22, 1983 to be effective September 12, 1983; paragraphs (e) 
and (f); amended and paragraphs (g) and (h) caption and text; amended November 2, 1987 to be effective January 
1, 1988; paragraphs (a) and (b); amended, subparagraphs (b)(1) and (2) adopted, paragraphs (c), (d) and (e); 
amended, caption and text of paragraph (f); amended, and caption and text of subparagraphs (g)(1) and (2); 
amended November 7, 1988 to be effective immediately; November 7, 1988 amendments rescinded February 21, 
1989 retroactive to November 7, 1988; November 7, 1988 amendments reinstated June 6, 1989 to be effective 
June 7, 1989; subparagraph (c)(2); amended June 6, 1989 to be effective June 7, 1989; paragraph (g) recaptioned 
and text adopted and paragraphs (g) (h) (i) and (j) redesignated (h) (i) (j) and (k) June 29, 1990 to be effective 
September 4, 1990; paragraphs (c), (e) and (g); amended July 14, 1992 to be effective September 1, 1992; 
paragraphs (b)(2), (c)(1) and (4), (e), (f), (h)(2), (i)(1) and (2) and (k); amended July 13, 1994 to be effective 
September 1, 1994; amended January 22, 1997 to be effective March 1, 1997; paragraph (f)(2); amended July 27, 
2006 to be effective September 1, 2006; paragraph (f)(2); amended July 9, 2008 to be effective September 1, 2008; 
paragraphs (a), (b), (c), (e) and (h); amended, paragraphs (f) caption and text; amended, new subparagraphs (f)(3) 
and (f)(4) adopted, and paragraph (i) caption and text; amended July 10, 2012 to be effective August 1, 2012; 
paragraph (c); amended July 31, 2020 to be effective September 1, 2020.
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Current with all changes received through April 19, 2023

NJ - New Jersey State & Federal Court Rules  >  Rules Governing the Courts of the State of New 
Jersey  >  PART IV. Rules Governing Civil Practice in the Superior Court, Tax Court and 
Surrogate’s Courts  >  CHAPTER VII. Provisional and Final Remedies and Special Proceedings  > 
RULE 4:74. Special Proceedings in the Superior Court, Law Division

Rule 4:74-7A. Civil Commitment — Minors.

(a) Definitions.

(1) Minor. A minor is any person who has not yet reached the age of eighteen.

(2) Childhood Mental Illness. Childhood mental illness means a current substantial disturbance of
thought, mood, perception, or orientation which differs from that which is typical of children of a similar
developmental stage, and which significantly impairs judgment, behavior, or capacity to recognize
reality when also compared with children of a similar developmental stage. A seizure disorder, a
developmental disability, organic brain syndrome, a physical or sensory handicap, or a brief period or
periods of intoxication caused by alcohol or other substances is not sufficient by itself to meet the
criteria for childhood mental illness.

(3) Dangerous to Self, Others or Property. The definitions in N.J.S.A. 30:4-27.2(h) and (i) shall apply to
minors. With respect to a minor under 14 years of age, dangerous to self shall also mean that there is a
substantial likelihood that the failure to provide immediate, intensive, institutional, psychiatic therapy will
create in the reasonably foreseeable future a genuine risk of irreversible or significant harm to the child
arising from the interference with or arrest of the child’s growth and development and, ultimately, the
child’s capacity to adapt and socialize as an adult.

(4) Children’s Crisis Intervention Service. Children’s crisis intervention service means a community-
based acute care inpatient psychiatric service designated by the Commissioner of the Department of
Human Services to provide assessment, crisis stabilization, evaluation and treatment to children in
need of involuntary commitment or eligible for parental admission or voluntary admission.

(b) Applicability. All provisions of R. 4:74-7 (Civil Commitment-Adults) shall be applicable to the 
commitment of minors, except as follows:

(1) The certificates required by R. 4:74-7(b) shall state with particularity the facts upon which the
psychiatrist, physician or mental health screener relies in concluding that (a) the minor suffers from
childhood mental illness, (b) the childhood mental illness causes the minor to be dangerous to self or
others or property as defined in R. 4:74-7A(a)(3), and (c) the minor is in need of intensive psychiatric
treatment that can be provided at a psychiatric hospital, special psychiatric hospital or children’s crisis
intervention service and which cannot be provided in the home, the community or on an outpatient
basis.

(2) The order of temporary commitment prescribed by R. 4:74-7(c) shall fix a date certain for the
commitment hearing within 14 days after the initial inpatient admission to the facility, which date shall
not be subject to adjournment except that in exceptional circumstances and for good cause shown in
open court and on the record, the hearing may be adjourned for a period of not more than seven days.
Notice shall be served not less than five days prior to the hearing.

(3) A guardian ad litem, other than the applicant for the commitment, shall be appointed to represent
the patient. If the court, for good cause shown, appoints a guardian ad litem who is not an attorney,
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counsel for the guardian ad litem shall also be appointed. The guardian ad litem shall, unless relieved 
by court order, continue to represent the minor in respect of all matters arising under this rule until the 
minor is either released or reaches majority. Assigned counsel and guardian ad litem fees shall be fixed 
by the court after hearing and paid pursuant to R. 4:74-7(i).

(4)  A final order of commitment pursuant to R. 4:74-7(f) may be entered if the court finds that either:

(i)  a minor fourteen years of age or older (a) suffers from childhood mental illness, (b) that the 
childhood mental illness causes the minor to be dangerous to self or others or property as defined 
by N.J.S.A. 30:4-27.2(h) and -27.2(i) and (c) that the minor is in need of intensive psychiatric 
treatment that can be provided at a psychiatric facility, special psychiatric hospital, or children’s 
crisis intervention service and which cannot be provided in the home, the community or on an 
outpatient basis; or

(ii)  a minor under fourteen years of age (a) suffers from childhood mental illness, (b) that the 
childhood mental illness causes the minor to be dangerous to self or others or property as defined 
by R. 4:74-7A(a)(3) and (c) that the minor is in need of intensive psychiatric treatment that can be 
provided at a psychiatric facility, special psychiatric hospital, or children’s crisis intervention service 
and which cannot be provided in the home, the community or on an outpatient basis.

(5)  The commitment shall be judicially reviewed no later than every three months from the date of its 
last entry until the minor is discharged or reaches the age of 18.

(6)  The hearings on an application to convert to voluntary status pursuant to R. 4:74-7(g) shall be held 
within 14 days rather than the 20 days prescribed for adults.

(7)  Any and all provisions relating to involuntary commitment to outpatient treatment.

(c)  Voluntary Admission. Irrespective of whether the standard of involuntary commitment stated by this rule 
is met, any minor 14 years of age or over may request admission to a psychiatric facility, special psychiatric 
hospital, or children’s crisis intervention service provided the court on a finding that the minor’s request is 
informed and voluntary, enters an order approving the admission. If an order approving a voluntary 
admission of a minor is entered, the minor may discharge himself or herself from the facility in the same 
manner as an adult who has voluntarily admitted himself or herself. An order approving a voluntary 
admission shall be reviewable as provided by paragraph (b)(5) of this rule, however, said review may be 
summary.

(d)  Parental Admission and Discharge.

(1)  Admission. This rule shall not be construed to require any court procedure or approval for the 
admission of a minor by the minor’s parent, parents, or other person in loco parentis to a psychiatric 
facility, special psychiatric hospital, or children’s crisis intervention service for the evaluation or 
diagnosis of a childhood mental illness provided the admission is independently approved by a 
physician on the staff of the facility and does not exceed seven days. If further hospitalization is then 
required, the applicant shall proceed in accordance with R. 4:74-7(e). If an application for commitment 
is made during such admission, the final hearing shall be held within 14 days of the initial inpatient 
admission to the facility, adjournable only in accordance with paragraph (b)(2) of this rule.

(2)  Discharge. The admitting parent or other person in loco parentis shall have the right to have the 
minor discharged upon oral or written request. The psychiatric facility, special psychiatric hospital, or 
children’s crisis intervention service shall discharge the minor as soon as practicable but no later than 
48 hours after the request unless the facility obtains a temporary order of commitment.

History

New rule relating to the commitment of minors adopted January 22, 1997 to be effective March 1, 1997; new 
subparagraph (b)(7) adopted July 10, 2012 to be effective August 1, 2012.
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applicable; (3) copies of the Judgment of Acquittal and the Krol orders must be forwarded to the County 
Adjuster as noted above; (4) the scheduled date for periodic review hearings should be included in the 
court orders, where applicable; (5) these hearings are in camera. except that hearings for defendants 
acquitted of murder by reason of insanity shall be in open court unless there is good cause for an in 
camera hearing. See R. 3:19-2; and (6) prior to the maximum term of commitment permitted under 
N.J.S.A. 2C:4-8(b)(3), the court shall schedule a hearing to determine if the person remains a danger 
to self, others or property as a result of mental illness. See Order# 9 entitled "Converting the Status of 
NGRI Committee to the Status of Civil Committee" (Attachment J). 

Overview of the Krol Orders 

The following descriptions briefly explain the situations in which the attached ten Krol orders 
should be used. For a more detailed explanation, please see the text that precedes the orders in each 
of the subsequent attachments. 

Order 1 - Mandating First Post-Acquittal Psychiatric Evaluation as to the NGRI Acquittee's 
Dangerousness Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 2C:4-8 (Attachment A) 

This court order would be used to obtain the first post-acquittal psychiatric evaluation required by 
N.J.S.A. 2C:4-8(a) and State v. Krol. In cases where the examination is by a psychiatrist in the 
Department of Health, the acquittee will be committed to one of the State psychiatric hospitals for the 
evaluation and recommendation as to current dangerousness to self, others or property as a result of 
mental illness. 

Order 2 - Mandating Observation and Treatment of NGRI Acquittee Who Has Refused to 
Cooperate with the Psychiatric Evaluation of Dangerousness (Attachment B) 

This court order would be used when the acquittee does not cooperate with the psychiatric evaluation. 
In such instances, the standards of N.J.S.A. 2C:4-5(c) are triggered, specifically, that the court may 
permit examination without cooperation, appoint a different psychiatrist or commit the defendant for 
observation for a period not exceeding 30 days except on good cause shown. 

Order 3 - Mandating Commitment of NGRI Acquittee Who has been Found Dangerous to Self, 
Others, or Property as a Result of Mental Illness (Attachment C) 

This court order would be used to commit the NGRI acquittee after there has been a finding that the 
person cannot be released into the community, with or without conditions, without posing a danger to 
self, others, or property as a result of mental illness pursuant to N.J.S.A. 2C:4-8(b)(3). The person 
would be committed into the care and custody of the Commissioner of the Department of Health and 
confined to an appropriate institution to be treated as a person civilly committed. 
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Order 9 - Converting the Status of NGRI Committee to the Status of Civil Committee 
{Attachment J) 

This court order would be used when an NGRI committee has reached the maximum term of 
commitment under N.J.S.A. 2C:4-8(b)(3), but the court finds the person remains a danger to self, others 
or property as a result of mental illness. The court will convert the status of the NGRI committee to an 
involuntary civil committee under N.J.S.A. 30:4-27.15. As such, the jurisdiction over the committee will 
be transferred to the Superior Court of New Jersey, Civil Part. Periodic review hearings would then be 
held pursuant to R. 4:7 4-7 to determine if the committee continues to be dangerous to self, others, or 
property as a result of mental illness and whether the committee continues to require involuntary 
confinement in an institution. 

These form orders will be posted on the Criminal Forms page of the Judiciary's Internet website 
at https://www.njcourts.gov/selfhelp/catalog.html and the Criminal Division Forms page of the 
Judiciary's lnfoNet. Any questions regarding Directive# 21-20 may be directed to the Criminal Practice 

Division at 609-815-2900 ext. 55300. 

Attachments A through J - Ten Krol Orders 

cc: Chief Justice Stuart Rabner 
Attorney General Gurbir S. Grewal 
Public Defender Joseph E. Krakora 
Criminal Division Judges 
Veronica Allende, Director, Div. of Crim. Justice 
Steven D. Banville, Chief of Staff 

AOC Directors and Assistant Directors 
Special Assistants to the Administrative Director 
Criminal Division Managers and Assistants 
County Adjusters 
Maria Pogue, Chief 
Carol Chimento, SVP Team Leader 
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Department of Human Services - 
Division of Mental Health 
Services - Screening Centers



 
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 

DIVISION OF MENTAL HEALTH AND ADDICTION SERVICES 
 

DESIGNATED SCREENING SERVICES IN NEW JERSEY 
(for psychiatric emergencies, crisis intervention services, information and referral) 

 
Primary Screening Service in Each County 

Affiliated Emergency Services (AES) -  Affiliated with Primary Screening Service 
 

(Please contact paula.turek@dhs.nj.gov  with any changes) 
(Updated:July 17, 2023) 

 
County Hospital/Agency Address City 24 Hour Hotline Coordinator/Dir./Manager Email Address 

Atlantic Psych Intervention Program @ 
Atlanticare Reg’l Medical Ctr 

1925 Pacific Ave Atlantic City  08401 609-344-1118 Sharon Repko  609-404-7330 Sharon.repko@atlanticare.org 
 

       
Bergen Care Plus NJ Inc @ New Bridge 

Medical Center 
230 East Ridgewood Ave Paramus  07652 201-262-4357 Lisa Montuore 201-262-7108 

 
lisamo@careplusnj.org 

       
Burlington Legacy Treatment Services 

   
1289 Route 38 West  
(NOTE: No psychiatric services are 
offered at this address; pleases contact the 
24-hour hotline number for assistance) 

Hainesport 08036 609-835-6180 Samantha Kunz 609-288-3161 
Melissa  Hansbury  609-835-6180 

skunz@legacytreatment.org 
mhansbury@legacytreatment.org 
 

       
Camden Oaks Integrated Care 501 Cooper Landing Road  

 
Cherry Hill  08002 856-428-4357 Cheryl Williams 

856-428-4357 x54008 
Cheryl.williams@oaksintcare.org 
 

       

Cape May Acenda Integrated Health 2 Stone Harbor Blvd Cape May Court 
House  08210 

609-465-5999 Michelle Myles 844-422-3632 
x2245 

mmyles@acendahealth.org 
 

       
Cumberland Cumberland Co Guidance Ctr @ 

Inspira Medical Centers, Inc. 
 

425 Bank Street Bridgeton  08302 856-455-5555 Elvira Smith  856-825-6810 x317 esmith@ccgcnj.org 
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DESIGNATED SCREENING SERVICES IN NEW JERSEY 
(for psychiatric emergencies, crisis intervention services, information and referral) 

 
     Primary Screening Services in Each County 

Affiliated Emergency Services (AES) - Affiliated with Primary Screening Service 
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County Hospital/Agency Address City 24 Hour 
Hotline 

Coordinator/Director/Manager Email Address 

Essex Clara Maass Medical Center 1 Clara Maass Drive Bellville  07109 973-844-4357 Saba Daneshyar – 973-844-4120 saba.daneshyar@rwjbh.org 
 

Essex Newark Beth Israel Med Center 201 Lyons Ave Newark  07112 973-926-7444 Mahtab Ayatollahi  973-926-4369 mahtab.ayatollahi@rwjbh.org 
Essex University Behavioral Health Care 183 South Orange Ave 

 
Newark 07101 973-623-2323 Greg Fitzpatrick  732-235-5150 

 
fitzpapg@ubhc.rutgers.edu 
 

       

Gloucester Acenda Integrated Health 42 South Delsea Drive Glassboro  08028 856-845-9100 Sharon Veneziale - 856-494-8160  sveneziale@acendahealth.org 
  

       
Hudson Jersey City Medical Center 355 Grand St. Jersey City  07302 866-367-6023 Silvana Gomez 201-915-2268 silvana.gomez@rwjbh.org 
Hudson Palisades Medical Center (AES) 7600 River Rd N. Bergen  07047 201-854-5760 Jenny Lozano-Rivera 201-295-4824  Jenny.lozanorivera@hmhn.org 
Hudson Christ Hospital (AES) 176 Palisade Ave Jersey City  07306 201-795-8374 Saadia Parvez, 201-795-8373 saadia.parvez@carepointhealth.org 

  
Hudson Hoboken Univ. Medical Center (AES) 308 Willow Ave Hoboken  07030 201-418-2090 Javier Munoz 201-418-1892 javier.munoz@carepointhealth.org 
       
Hunterdon Hunterdon Medical Center 

Emergency Svcs Behavioral Health 
2100 Wescott Drive Flemington  08822 908-788-6400 Al Bassetti   908-788-2584 abassetti@hhsnj.org 

 

       
Mercer Capital Health Regional Medical 

Center 
750 Brunswick Ave Trenton  08638 609-396-4357/  

609-989-7297 
Cristina DeSalvo   (609) 815-7709 CDeSalvo@capitalhealth.org  

       
Middlesex University Behavioral Health Care 671 Hoes Lane Piscataway  08855 732-235-5700 Sharon Smith-Kemper   

732-235-8420 
smithksh@ubhc.rutgers.edu 
\ 

Middlesex Raritan Bay Medical Center (AES) 530 New Brunswick Ave Perth Amboy 08861 732-324-5289 Shawn Smith 732-324-5094 Shawn.smith@hmhn.org 
       
Monmouth Monmouth Medical Center 300 Second Ave Long Branch 07740 732-923-6999 Douglas Hoffman   732-923-6999 

 
Douglas.hoffman@rwjbh.org 
 

Monmouth Centra State Medical Center (AES) 901 W. Main Street Freehold 07728 732-294-2595 Mary Sunder 732-294-2806 msunder@centrastate.com 
Monmouth Jersey Shore Univ. Medical Ctr (AES) 1945 Route 33 Neptune, 07753 732-776-4555 Kelly Smith 732-776-4081 KellyA.Smith@hmhn.org 

 
Monmouth Riverview Medical Center (AES) 1 Riverview Plaza Red Bank, 07701 732-219-5325 Carly Dawson 732-450-2878 

 
carly.dawson@hmhn.org 
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DESIGNATED SCREENING SERVICES IN NEW JERSEY 

(for psychiatric emergencies, crisis intervention services, information and referral) 
 

Primary Screening Services in Each County 
Affiliated Emergency Services (AES) - Affiliated with Primary Screening Service 
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County Hospital/Agency              Address City 24 Hour 

Hotline 
Coordinator/Director/Manager 

 
Email Address 

Morris Prime Healthcare Services - Saint 
Clare’s, LLC 

25 Pocono Road Denville  07834 973-625-6160 Kimberly Donnenberg 973-625-
6463 

kimberlydonnenberg@primehealt
hcare.com 

Morris Morristown Memorial Hospital (AES) 100 Madison Avenue Morristown 07962 973-540-0100 Karen Santangelo 973-971-7911 Karen.santangelo@atlantichealth.org 
 

Morris Chilton Medical Center (AES) 97 West Parkway Pompton Plains 07444 973-831-5078 Damien Hoffman  908-522-2775 Damien.hoffman@atlantichealth.org 
 
 

       
Ocean Monmouth Medical Center South 600 River Avenue Lakewood 08701 866-904-4474/ 

732-886-4474 
JoAnn Jason 732-961-2340 
Joe Cuffari 

joann.jason@rwjbh.org  
Joe.Cuffari@rwjbh.org 

       
Passaic St. Joseph’s Hospital Health Care 

System 
703 Main Street Paterson  07514 973-754-2230 Danielle Granados 973-754-3575 or 

3756 
Granadod@sjhmc.org 

Passaic St. Joseph’s Hospital Health Care 
System (AES) 

703 Main Street Paterson 07514  973-754-2230 Narine Kaprelian  973-754-2831 kapreliann@sjhmc.org 

       
Salem Healthcare Commons Inc @  

Salem Medical Center 
310 Woodstown Road 
 

Salem 08079 
 

856-299-3001 
 

Laura Taylor 856-299-3200 x113 l.taylor@hcommons.com 
  

       
Somerset Bridgeway Rehabilitation Inc. 282 East Main Street Somerville, 08876 908-526-4100 Allison MacFadyen 908-526-4100 Allison.MacFadyen@bridgewayrehab.or

g 
       
Sussex Newton Medical Center 175 High St Newton  07860 973-383-0973 Paul Burns  973-579-8627 Paul.burns@atlantichealth.org 
       
Union Trinitas Regional Medical 

Center/RWJ Barnabas 
655 East Jersey St Elizabeth  07206 908-994-7131 Dana Melici  908-994-7171 Dana.Melici@rwjbh.org 

 
Union Overlook Medical Center (AES) 99 Beauvior Road Summit, 07901 973-831-5078 Damien Hoffman 908-522-2775 damien.hoffman@atlantichealth.org  

 
Union Rahway Hospital (AES) 865 Stone Street Rahway, 07065 732-381-4949 

732-499-6165 
Tina Butler 732-499-6166 Tina.butler@rwjbh.org 

 
       
Warren Center for Family Services 370 Memorial Parkway Phillipsburg 08865 908-454-5141 Julie Farneski 908-454-4470 x301 

 
julie.farneski@centerffs.org 
 

mailto:kimberlydonnenberg@primehealthcare.com
mailto:kimberlydonnenberg@primehealthcare.com
mailto:Karen.santangelo@atlantichealth.org
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mailto:Joe.Cuffari@rwjbh.org
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mailto:Dana.Melici@rwjbh.org
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mailto:julie.farneski@centerffs.org


Short Term Care Facilities 
(STCF)



Short Term Care Facility Directory 
        

1/19/2024 

STCF  STCF Manager/E-mail address Address Phone Beds by county 

AtlantiCare Regional Medical Center + Nadege Jamison 
Nadege.Jamison@atlanticare.org 
 

1 Pines 
Jimmie Leeds Road 
Pomona, NJ 08240 

609-748-4039 
609-652-3442 

*32 = 27 Atlantic 
             5 Cape May 

Bergen New Bridge Medical Center + Denise Smyth  
dsmyth@newbridgehealth.org 

230 East Ridgewood Ave. 
Paramus, NJ 07652 

201-967-4000 
x5982 

40 Bergen 

Capital Health Regional Medical 
Center + 

Lisa McCormick 
lmccormick@capitalhealth.org 
 

750 Brunswick Ave 
3-Front South (Fuld) 
Trenton, NJ 08638 

609-394-6106 *21  = 15 Mercer 
             1 Hunterdon 
             5 Somerset 

CentraState Medical Center + Cheryl Craig 
ccraig@centrastate.com 

901 W. Main St. 
Freehold, NJ 07728 

732-294-2858 *7 Monmouth 

Clara Maass Medical Center barbara williams 
Barbara.Williams1@rwjbh.org 

One Clara Maass Dr. 
Belleville, NJ 07109 

973-844-4355 
973-450-2111 

20 Passaic 

Hackensack Meridian - Raritan Bay 
Medical Ctr (Perth Amboy Division) 

Fedner Joseph 
Fedner.joseph@hmhn.org 

530 New Brunswick Ave. 
Perth Amboy, NJ 08861 

732-324-6038 10 Middlesex 

Inspira Health Center –  
Bridgeton + 

Melisa Walker 
WalkerM@ihn.org 

333 Irving Ave. 
Bridgeton, NJ 08302 

856-575-4166 *23 = 17 Cumberland 
             6 Salem 

Inspira Health Center – Woodbury + Arielle Irvin 
irvinA@ihn.org 

509 North Broad St. 
Woodbury, NJ 08096 

856-845-0100 
X45327 

*11 Gloucester 

Jersey City Medical Center Pamela Santiago 
Pamela.Santiago@rwjbh.org 

355 Grand St 
Jersey City, NJ 07302 

201-915-2000 
x3279 
201-725-1635 

21 Hudson 

Jersey Shore University Medical 
Center 

Clare Cinelli 
clare.cinelli@hmhn.org 
 

1945 Corlies Ave. 
Neptune, NJ 07754 

732-776-4361 
732-776-3747  

*3 Ocean 

Jefferson Health/Kennedy University 
Hospital + 

Jennifer Ferrell 

Jennifer.ferrell2@jefferson.edu 

2201 Chapel Ave. 
Cherry Hill, NJ 08002 

856-532-6160 
Cell 856-298-
5918 

*22 Camden 

RWJ Barnabas Behavioral Health 
Center 

Kimberly McCann 
Kimberly.McCann@rwjbh.org 
 

1691 Rt. 9 
Toms River, NJ 08754 

732-914-3836 *31 Ocean 

Monmouth Medical Center+ Jessica Mandle 
Jessica.Mandle@rwjbh.org 

300 Second Ave. 
Long Branch, NJ 07740 

732-923-6901 
732-923-6904 

25 = 19 Monmouth 
           6 Middlesex 



Short Term Care Facility Directory 
        

1/19/2024 

STCF  STCF Manager/E-mail address Address Phone Beds by county 

Mountainside Hospital Connie Booth 
Connie.booth@mountainsidehosp.com 
 

1 Bay Ave. 
Montclair, NJ 07042 

973-429-6261 *4 Essex 

Newark Beth Israel Medical Center/ 
Barnabas 

Jennifer Wang 
Jennifer.Wang2@rwjbh.org 

201 Lyons Ave. 
Newark, NJ 07112 

973-926-3183 12 Essex 

Newton Medical Center+ Doug Cook (INTERIM) 

Douglas.cook@atlantichealth.org 

175 High St. 
Newton, NJ 07860 

973-579-8550 *6 = 4 Sussex 
         2 Warren 

Princeton House + Stephanie Dove-Tieku 
Stephanie.dovetieku@pennmedicine.upenn.
edu 

905 Herrontown Rd. 
Princeton, NJ 08540 

609-497-2665 
609-216-1595 

21 = 12 Middlesex 
           7 Somerset 
           2 Hunterdon 

Carewell Health/East Orange General 
Hospital 

Angela Spence 
angela.spence@carewellhealth.org 
 

300 Central Ave. 
East Orange, NJ  07018 

973-266-4456 
973-266-8440 

*19 Essex 

St. Clare’s/Prime Healthcare System+ Theresa Murray  
tmurray2@primehealthcare.com 

130 Powerville Rd. 
Boonton Twp, NJ 07005 

973-970-0042 22 Morris 

St. Michael's Medical Center + Reinaldo Montero 
rmontero@primehealthcare.com 

111 Central Ave. 
Newark, NJ 07102 

908-565-3050 
908-538-2548 

*6 Essex 

Trinitas Regional Medical Center + Tara Benigno  
Tara.Benigno@rwjbh.org 

655 East Jersey St. 
Elizabeth, NJ 07206 

908-994-7171 27 Union 

University Hospital Owuor, Emmanuel  
owuoreo@uhnj.org 
 

150 Bergen St. 
Newark, NJ 07103 

973-972-7722  *12 Essex 

Virtua Hospital – Willingboro (Lourdes) Kimberly Briggs 
kbriggs@virtua.org 

218 Sunset Rd. 
Willingboro, NJ 08056 

609-835-5773 
856-669-1976 

*15 Burlington 

* = blended unit; + = outside area  
  

410 beds total 

 



Memo - Chief Justice Robert N. 
Wilentz - Improved Civil 
Commitment Procedures













Administrative Bulletin 3:40 - 
Civil Commitment Security Plan















Notice to Bar - Civil 
Commitment Proceedings - 
Requirement of Uniformed/

Armed Sheriff's Officer - 
Supreme Court Administrative 

Determination



NOTICE TO THE BAR 

CIVIL COMMITMENT PROCEEDINGS- REQUIREMENT OF UNIFORMED/ARMED 

SHERIFF'S OFFICER- SUPREME COURT ADMINISTRATIVE DETERMINATION 

The Supreme Court on April 21, 2015 issued administrative determinations on the report and 

recommendations of the Statewide Judiciary Security Committee ("Committee"). Due to the 

sensitivity of the issues addressed by the Judiciary's Model Court Security Plan and the Committee's 

recommendations, those administrative determinations initially were distributed only internally. The 

Judiciary already has implemented certain recommendations, including by establishing the Supreme 

Court Advisory Committee on Court Security ("Advisory Committee") to continue our ongoing work 

to ensure the safety and security of external and internal court users. 

This notice follows up on the earlier internal distribution by announcing the Court's approval 

of Courthouse Facilities Guidelines Recommendation #1 ("Civil commitment hearings must be 

conducted in the presence of a uniformed/armed sheriffs officer including civil commitment hearings 

off-site as well as in a courthouse location, where applicable.") Implementation of all of the 

Committee's recommendations as approved by the Supreme Court continues through the Advisory 

Committee, the Court and Judicial Security Unit, and partnerships with Judiciary stakeholders. 

Questions regarding this notice may be directed to the Administrative Director's Office at 

(609) 376-3000. 

Hin. Glenn A. Grant, J.A.D. 
Acting Administrative Director of the Courts 

Dated: March 4, 2020 



Supreme Court Future of Court 
Operations Order (October 27, 2022)



https://www.njcourts.gov/notices/2021/n211118a.pdf?c=pRi


https://www.njcourts.gov/notices/2021/n211118a.pdf?c=mfs












IOC Directories



New Jersey Division of Mental Health and Addiction Services 
Involuntary Outpatient Commitment Programs 

1 

County IOC Program Director Address Intake Phone & Fax 

Atlantic 
Devon Norton 
dnorton@legacytreatment.org 
Office: 609-267-5656 x3256 
Cell: 609-668-5956 

Legacy Treatment Services 
561 Tilton Rd. 
Northfield, NJ 08232 

Ph    609-267-5656 ext 3318 
Fax  609-288-3274 

Bergen 

Kathryn Camisa 
kathrync@careplusnj.org   
Office: 201-478-4183 ext 5533 
Cell: 201-638-9833 

Care Plus NJ 
611 Route 46 West, Suite 100 
Hasbrouck Heights, NJ 07604 

Ph    201-478-4183 
Fax  201-478-4185 

Burlington 

Devon Norton 
dnorton@legacytreatment.org 
Office: 609-267-5656 x3256 
Cell: 609-668-5956 

Legacy Treatment Services 
205 High St. 
Mount Holly, NJ 08060 

Ph    609-267-5656 ext 3318 
Fax  609-288-3274 

Camden Cheryl Williams (INTERIM) 
Cheryl.williams@oaksintcare.org 

Oaks Integrated Care 
501 Cooper Landing Rd 
Cherry Hill, NJ 08002 

Ph    856-428-4357 ext 53901 
Fax  856-665-5193 

Cape May Patricia Miles-Jackson, MHS 
pmjackson@acendahealth.org 

Acenda Health 
1129 Rt. 9 South 
Cape May Court House, NJ 08210 
609-780-1974

Ph    844-422-3632 ext 2021 
Fax  609-778-6184 

Cumberland/ 
Gloucester/Salem 

Jennifer MacDermott, LSW 
jmacdermott@acendahealth.org 

Acenda Health 
350 Front Street 
Elmer, NJ 08318 
609-780-1971

Ph. 856-358-2010 
Fax 856-358-2318 

Essex 

Achille Dejean 
973-842-4141 ext 645
Cell 973-868-0209 
ADejean@mhainspire.org 

Mental Health Association 
80 Main Street, Suite 500 
West Orange, NJ 07052 

Ph    973-842-4141 
Fax  973-669-7306 

Hudson 

Program Coordinator: 
Deidre Asenso-Mensah 
201-492-0831
Deidre.Asenso-
Mensah@rwjbh.org 
Director: Aniello Semioli 
Aniello.Semioli@rwjbh.org 

Jersey City Medical Center 
1805 JFK Blvd. 
Jersey City, NJ 07305 
201-609-8199

Ph    201-402-4622 
Fax  201-332-2403 

Hunterdon Mark Troisi 
mtroisi@hhsnj.org 

Hunterdon Medical Center 
Behavioral Health 
2100 Wescott Drive 
Flemington, NJ 08822 
908-237-6024

Ph     908-303-8167 
Fax   908-788-6110 

Mercer Anthony Towns 
Anthony.Towns@oaksintcare.org 

Oaks Integrated Care 
1001 Spruce St. Suite 205 
Trenton, NJ 08638 
609-396-6788 X51176

Ph     609-954-5642 
Fax   609-396-1280 

Middlesex-
Monmouth 

Sally Hanna 
SHanna@legacytreatment.org 

Legacy Treatment Services 
40-42 Brunswick Woods Drive
East Brunswick, NJ 08816
609-667-7526 ext. 3478

Ph      609-667-7526 
609-667-5656 ext. 3478

Fax    609-288-3480 

mailto:dnorton@legacytreatment.org
mailto:kathrync@careplusnj.org
mailto:dnorton@legacytreatment.org
mailto:ADejean@mhainspire.org
mailto:Deidre.Asenso-Mensah@rwjbh.org
mailto:Deidre.Asenso-Mensah@rwjbh.org
mailto:mtroisi@hhsnj.org
mailto:Anthony.Towns@oaksintcare.org


New Jersey Division of Mental Health and Addiction Services 
Involuntary Outpatient Commitment Programs 

2 

County IOC Program Director Address Intake Phone & Fax 

Morris 
Molly McGoldrick 
MMcGoldrick@mhainspire.org 
973-334-3496 ext 515

Mental Health Association 
300 Littleton Rd, Suite 300 
Parsippany, NJ 07054 

Ph     973-334-3496 
Fax   973-334-0200 

Ocean 

Nicole Sullivan 
732-269-4849
Cell 848-223-2279 
nsullivan@brightharbor.org 
gdelpizzo@brightharbor.org 

Bright Harbor Healthcare, Inc. 
122 Lien St. 
Toms River, NJ 08753 
732-349-1977

Ph    732-269-4849 
Fax   732-575-1862 
ioc@brightharbor.org 

Passaic Diana Ramirez 
Dramirez@mhapassaic.org 

Mental Health Association of 
Passaic County 
404 Clifton Avenue 
Clifton, NJ 07011 

Ph 973-478-4444 x123 
Fax 973-478-0941 

Somerset 

VACANT 
(Naomi Persaud) 
Persaud@co.somerset.nj.us 

Richard Hall Community Mental 
Health Center of Somerset 
County 
500 North Bridge Street 
Bridgewater, NJ 08807 

Ph    908-253-3137 
Fax  908-218-3704 
AOTS@co.somerset.nj.us 

Sussex 

Sondy Cadeau, LCSW 
scadeau@mhainspire.org 
973-334-3496 ext 515

Mental Health Association 
83 Spring Street 
Newton, NJ 07104 
973-334-3496 ext. 515
Cell: 973-289-9496

Ph     973-334-3496 
Fax   973-459-4487 

Union Kathy Howie 
kathryn.howie@rwjbh.org 

Trinitas Regional Medical Center/ 
RWJ Barnabas Health 
654 East Jersey St 
Elizabeth, NJ 07206 
908-994-7543 (direct line)
908 994-7271 (Dir. Adult OP Svcs)

Ph   908-994-7543 
Fax  908-994-7046 

Warren 
Jeffrey Greenfield 
908-454-4470 ext 320 
Jeffrey.greenfield@centerffs.org 

Center for Family Services 
370 Memorial Pkwy 
Philipsburg, NJ 08865 
908-454-4470 ext 320

Ph  908-454-4470 ext 320 
Fax  908-454-7067 

REVISED 8-16-23 
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CCIS LISTING



DIVISION OF CHILDREN’S SYSTEM OF CARE 
CHILDREN'S CRISIS INTERVENTION SERVICES (CCIS) 

NORTHERN REGION COUNTIES SERVED CAPACITY 
St. Clare’s Hospital Sussex, Warren 28 
973-316-1800 Morris, Passaic 
St. Clare’s Hospital
Boonton Division, CCIS Unit
130 Powerville Road
Boonton, New Jersey 07005

Bergen Regional Medical Center Bergen 17 
201-967-4000
Bergen Regional Medical Center
CCIS Unit
230 East Ridgewood Avenue
Paramus, New Jersey 07652

Hoboken University Medical Center Hudson 17 
201-418-1000
CCIS Unit
308 Willow Street
Hoboken, New Jersey 07030

CENTRAL REGION COUNTIES SERVED CAPACITY 
TRINITAS Hospital Union, Essex 11     
908-994-5000
CCIS Unit
655 East Jersey Street
Elizabeth,  New Jersey 07206

Newark Beth Israel Medical Center Essex 18 
973-926-7000
Newark Beth Israel Medical Center
CCIS Unit
201 Lyons Avenue
Newark, New Jersey 07112

Univ. Behavioral Hlthcare-RUTGERS Mercer, Middlesex 24 
732-235-5500 Hunterdon, Somerset 
University Behavioral HealthCare
CCIS Unit
671 Hoes Lane
Piscataway, New Jersey 08855

Monmouth Medical Center Monmouth, Ocean 19 
732-222-5200
Monmouth Medical Center
CCIS Unit
300 Second Avenue
Long Branch, New Jersey 07740

SOUTHERN REGION COUNTIES SERVED CAPACITY 
Kennedy University Hospital Camden, Burlington 14 
856-488-6816 Gloucester, Salem 
Kennedy University Hospital
CCIS Unit
2201 Chapel Avenue West
Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08002-2048

Inspira Health Center Cape May, Atlantic 14     
856-575-4500 Cumberland 
Inspira Health Network
Bridgeton Health Center
CCIS Unit
333 Irving Avenue
Bridgeton, New Jersey 08302



Discrimination is against the law
PerformCare complies with applicable federal civil rights laws and does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. 
PerformCare does not exclude people or treat them differently because of 
race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex.
PerformCare:

• Provides no-cost aids and services to people with disabilities to 
communicate effectively with us, such as:

 - Qualified sign language interpreters.
 - Written information in other formats (large print, audio, 

accessible electronic formats, other formats).
• Provides no-cost language services to people whose primary language is 

not English, such as:
 - Qualified interpreter services.
 - Information written in other languages.

If you need these services, contact the PerformCare Member Services number 
for your county.
Capital Area (Cumberland, Dauphin, Lancaster, Lebanon, and Perry counties) 
Member Services: 1-888-722-8646 
TTY/TDD: 1-800-654-5984 or PA Relay 711
North Central Area (Bedford-Somerset and Franklin-Fulton counties) 
Member Services (Bedford-Somerset): 1-866-773-7891 
Member Services (Franklin-Fulton): 1-866-773-7917 
TTY/TDD: 1-800-654-5984 or PA Relay 711 
We are available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
If you believe that PerformCare has failed to provide these services or 
discriminated in any way on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, 
disability, or sex, you can file a complaint with PerformCare and send it to us 
at:

• PerformCare, 8040 Carlson Road, Harrisburg, PA 17112.
• You can file a complaint by mail, fax, or phone. If you need help filing a 

complaint, PerformCare Member Services is available to help you. Call 
the Member Services number for your county located above or fax to 
PerformCare at 717-671-6555.

You can also file a civil rights complaint with the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, Office for Civil Rights, electronically through the Office 
for Civil Rights Complaint Portal, available at  
ocrportal.hhs.gov/ocr/portal/lobby.jsf, or by mail or phone at:
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
200 Independence Avenue, SW 
Room 509F, HHH Building 
Washington, DC 20201 
1-800-368-1019, 1-800-537-7697 (TDD)
Complaint forms are available at 
www.hhs.gov/ocr/office/file/index.html.

English: ATTENTION: If 
you speak English, language 
assistance services, at no cost, 
are available to you. Call the 
Member Services number for 
your county.
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