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eCourts Overview



Introduction

What is eCourts? 
Rule 1:32-2A (Effective 9/1/2013) serves to:

- Confirm the Judiciary’s intention and authority to develop 

and implement paperless, electronic court systems;

- Confirm that the data and documents maintained in an 

approved electronic court system shall have the same force 

and effect as if in original paper format; 

- Provide for the use of electronic signatures in an approved 

electronic court system.  
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Introduction

eCourts Evolution
• The Supreme Court’s Special Committee on Information 

Technology submitted a report to the Judiciary in 2009

• The Advisory Committee on Information Technology was formed 
in 2010 to assist the Judiciary with the development of policies, 
procedures and technical direction 

The Advisory committee focused on the following four 
core business principles:

1. Re-usability
• Modify Business Practice – simplify and standardize

2. Leveraging existing technologies
• Seek changes to Rules of Court to maximize technology

3. Advancing the core business of the courts
• Reduce data entry and focus instead on case management

4. Transparency
• Greater public access
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Introduction

eCourts Development Approach

Focus on standardization across courts:
• Identify common efiling and case management functions 

including: document submission, document tracking, 

attorney notification, electronic file maintenance, motion 

processing, case initiation, judgment entry, etc.

Include system users in development:

• Include judges, court managers, court staff and attorneys in 

the process

• Share ideas and a prototype with users as early as possible 

• Partner with bar associations to hold seminars where 

attorneys and staff can provide feedback
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Introduction

eCourts Provides

• Judiciary Electronic Filing

• Allows for electronic filing of documents to the courts

• Case Management Processing

• Allows for case processing by court staff and chambers staff

• Document Management

• Maintains an electronic case jacket (e-filed documents and 

documents scanned or uploaded by staff)
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Availability

Availability

• Available 24/7 for filing and Case Jacket access

• Some documents filed after 8:00 PM will not appear until 

2:00 AM the next business day

• If emergency

• Can follow emergent procedures

• Orders tolling filing deadlines apply (e.g., due to 

court closure)
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Technical Overview

Technical Overview

• Internet browser based 

• 30 minute timeout for inactivity

• Documents uploaded as PDF/MS Word

• Proposed orders uploaded as MS Word

• Currently 7 MB limit per document  

• Anticipate increasing maximum size

• One filing can contain multiple documents 

• Can split documents if needed
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Technical Overview

Technical Overview

• Available to all attorneys

• Free access to documents

• All documents electronically filed are 

available as PDF

– Prior (paper) case documents may not be 

available

• All documents are public, for now

– Accessible via public access terminals in each 

county 
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Technical Overview

Support/Assistance

• Judiciary website: www.njcourts.gov

• Phone:

– 609-421-6100

• Procedural Questions (business hours)

– 800-343-7002 (or 609-633-2275)

• Technical Issues (24/7)
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eCourts Implementation Status



eCourts Implementation Status
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Court/Division Implementation

eCourts Criminal July 2014

eCourts Tax February 2015

eCourts Special Civil Part June 2016

eCourts

General Equity - Foreclosure

June 2016

eCourts functionality continues to be expanded 

(e.g., Criminal Justice Reform)



eCourts Implementation Status

eCourts for Civil Part – Law is scheduled to be 

implemented April 2017 through December 2017

• Goal is to introduce electronic filing system to 

Law users  (Currently paper)

• Testing in pilot counties beginning at the end of 

March

• Will implement county-by-county

• Training sessions will be offered to judges, 

vicinage staff and attorneys
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eCourts Implementation Status

eCourts for Civil Part Filing Mandate

• May 30, 2017 order - all attorneys will be required 

to file through eCourts Civil sixty (60) days following 

implementation of eCourts Civil in each vicinage. 

• The 60-day mandatory filing date may be shortened 

or increased by the vicinage Assignment Judge after 

consultation with the Administrative Director, though 

it may not be shorter than 30 days nor longer than 

90 days. 
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eCourts Implementation Status
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VICINAGE
IMPLEMENTATION 

DATE

MANDATORY

EFILING  DATE *

Mercer Friday,  April 28, 2017 Thursday,  July 6, 2017

Middlesex Thursday,  May 11, 2017 Thursday,  July 6, 2017

Morris/Sussex Thursday,  May 26, 2017 Thursday,  July 6, 2017

Union Thursday,  July 6, 2017 (to  be determined)

Hudson Thursday,  July 20, 2017 (to be determined)

Ocean Thursday,  August 3, 2017 (to be determined)

Burlington Thursday,  August 17, 2017 (to  be determined)

Camden Thursday,  August 31, 2017 (to  be determined)

Bergen Thursday, September 14, 2017 (to  be determined)

Passaic Thursday, September 28, 2017 (to be determined)

Atlantic/Cape May Thursday,  October 12, 2017 (to  be determined)

Monmouth Thursday, October  26, 2017 (to  be determined)

Essex Thursday, November 9, 2017 (to be determined)

Cumberland/Gloucester/Salem Thursday,  November 30, 2017 (to be determined)

Somerset/Hunterdon/Warren Thursday, December 14, 2017 (to be determined)



eCourts Civil Part 

External Filings Overview



System Flow

Steps to File a Document in eCourts

Login

Create New Case or Docket Number Search / 
Case Confirmation

Enter Filing Data & Upload Attachments

Review & Submit

Receive eFiling Confirmation

View Filing in Case Jacket
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Log-In
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Registration and Login

• Registration:

– Attorneys get access through eCourts via NJ 

Judiciary website

– For first-time eCourts access, an attorney must:

• Agree to abide by the terms for electronic filing

• Agree to receive notifications and service electronically

• Login:

– Using current bar ID and password

20
eCourts for Law Division, Civil Part Overview

October 3, 2017



User ID & Password 
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Getting Started - Registration
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Verify and Certify 
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eCourts Home
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Complaint Filing
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eFile 
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New Case
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Enter New Case Details

eCourts for Law Division, Civil Part Overview
28October 3, 2017



Enter Filer Information
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Add a  Filer
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Enter Adversary 
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Add an Adversary
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Insurance Information 
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Upload Documents
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Upload Documents
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Certification of  Redaction, Fees & CIS Review
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Case Information Statement
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Submit Filing Warning
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Filing Confirmation
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Case Jacket Docket Entry
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Email Notification
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Case Jacket
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Case Details
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Plaintiff  Information
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Alternate Name Display
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Defendant Information
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Case Actions
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Case Summary
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View Documents and Notifications
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View Documents
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Document Stamp
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Copy of  Email Notification
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Email Notification
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Case Actions
Deficiencies and Clerk’s Notices
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Responsive Pleading
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Search for an Existing Case
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Responsive Pleading Filing Type and Filing Description
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Answer Details and Movant/Adversary Selection
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Non-Electronic Notification
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Certification, Document Upload, Fees and CIS Preview
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Case Information Statement
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Submit Filing Warning
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Filing Confirmation
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Motion Filing
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Search for an Existing Case
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Motion Filing Type/Filing Description

eCourts for Law Division, Civil Part Overview
67October 3, 2017



Movant/Adversary Selection
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Redaction Certification, Document Upload, Motion Details, & Fees
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Submit Filing Warning
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Filing Confirmation
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Enhancements

Enhancements

• Will continue to enhance eCourts with 

additional functionality

• Ongoing guidance on policies and functionality 

provided by:
– Supreme Court, Administrative Director, Judicial Council, 

Supreme Court Advisory Committee on Public Access to Court 

Records, Civil Presiding Judges, Supreme Court Advisory 

Committee on eCourts for Civil Case Types, Conference of 

Civil Division Managers

• Contact County Civil Division Manager for 

enhancement requests to be raised to 

committees
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Suggestions & Feedback

Questions?
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