
4:86B10.       Appointment of Guardian for Persons Receiving Services From the Division 
of Developmental Disabilities 

 
 

An action pursuant to N.J.S.A. 30:4B165.7 et seq. for the appointment of a 

guardian for a person over the age of 18 who is receiving services from the Division of 

Developmental Disabilities shall be brought pursuant to these rules insofar as applicable, 

except that: 

(a) … no change   

(b) … no change   

(c) If the petition seeks guardianship of the person only, the Office of the 

Public Defender, if available, shall be appointed as attorney for the alleged mentally 

incapacitated person, as required by R. 4:86B4.  If the Office of the Public Defender is 

unavailable or if the petition seeks guardianship of the person and the estate, the court 

shall appoint an attorney [other than the Public Advocate] to represent the alleged 

mentally incapacitated person.  The attorney for the alleged mentally incapacitated person 

may where appropriate retain an independent expert to render an opinion respecting the 

mental incapacity of the alleged mentally incapacitated person. 

(d) …no change   

 

Note: Adopted July 7, 1971 to be effective September 13, 1971; amended July 24, 1978 
to be effective September 11, 1978.  Former rule deleted and new rule adopted November 
5, 1986 to be effective January 1, 1987; caption amended and paragraphs (b), (c) and (d) 
of former R. 4:83B10 amended and rule redesignated June 29, 1990 to be effective 
September 4, 1990; paragraphs (b) and (c) amended July 14, 1992 to be effective 
September 1, 1992; paragraph (c) amended June 28, 1996 to be effective September 1, 
1996; paragraphs (b), (c), and (d) amended July 12, 2002 to be effective September 3, 
2002; paragraph (c) amended July 28, 2004 to be effective September 1, 2004. 


