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COWMM TTEE ON ATTORNEY ADVERTI SI NG
Appoi nted by the New Jersey Suprenme Court

OPI NI ON 7
Conmuni cati ng Expertise
in a Field of Practice

Thisinquiry originated as agrievancefiledby this Commttee
agai nst an attorney who had caused an adverti senent to be publishedin
a newspaper of general circulation. The grievance all eged that the
advertisenment violated RPC7.4inthat it stated that the attorney
speci al i zed i n mal practi ce cases when nedi cal mal practi ce | aw has not
been designated by our Supreme Court as an area of specialty
certification. Inlieu of formal action, the Commttee sent the
attorney aletter requestingthat he cease and desi st fromnaki ng use
of this or any future adverti senment communi cati ng such speci al i zati on.
The attorney agreed, and coupl ed hi s assent wi th an i nquiry concer ni ng
the propriety of using the followi ng alternative | anguage:

1. "My practiceis concentratedinthe field of mal practice”
and/ or

2. "Ml practice work involves particul ar expertise."

The information conveyed by a statenment comrunicating
concentrationinafieldof practicereadily identifies for consuners
an attorney who has afamliarity with, is seeking, andwllingto
handl e, a particular type of matter. See Opinion 4, 122N.J.L.J. 746
(1988). This is consistent with the requirenment that attorney
advertising be "predomnantly informational.”" RPC7.2(a). Sincethe
attorney has advised us that the "focus of ny practice is on
mal practi ce cases,” we hol d t hat he may communi cat e concentrationin
that field of practice.

However, the statement that "nmal practi ce work i nvol ves parti cul ar
expertise" inplies that this attorney possesses expertise that other
attorneys do not, and coul d be interpreted as a cl ai mof superior | egal
ability. RPC 7.1(a)(3) prohibits an attorney from maki ng any
communi cation that "conpares the | awyer's service with ot her | awers’
services." Therefore, we hold that an attorney may not, directly or
indirectly, conmuni cate expertiseinafieldof practice unlessthe
attorney has been certified as a specialist in such field.
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