
7:6-2. Pleas, Plea Agreements 

 (a)  Pleas Allowed, Guilty Plea. 

 (1) Generally. A defendant may plead not guilty or guilty, but the court may, in its 

discretion, refuse to accept a guilty plea. Except as otherwise provided by Rules 7:6-2, 

7:6-3, and 7:12-3, the [The] court shall not, however, accept a guilty plea without first 

addressing the defendant personally and determining by inquiry of the defendant and, in 

the court's discretion, of others, that the plea is made voluntarily with understanding of 

the nature of the charge and the consequences of the plea and that there is a factual basis 

for the plea. Prior to accepting a guilty plea when an unrepresented defendant faces a 

consequence of magnitude, the judge shall make a finding on the record that the court is 

satisfied that the defendant’s waiver of the right to counsel is knowing and intelligent.  

[Upon] On the request of the defendant, the court may, at the time of the acceptance of a 

guilty plea, order that the plea shall not be evidential in any civil proceeding. If a 

defendant refuses to plead or stands mute or if the court refuses to accept a guilty plea, 

the court shall enter a plea of not guilty. If a guilty plea is entered, the court may hear the 

witnesses in support of the complaint prior to judgment and sentence and after such 

hearing may, in its discretion, refuse to accept the plea. 

 (2) … no change  

 (b) … no change  

 (c) … no change  

 (d) … no change  

 Pursuant to paragraph (a)(1) of this rule, when a plea agreement is reached, its 

terms and the factual basis that supports the charge(s) shall be fully set forth on the record 



personally by the prosecutor, except as provided in Guideline 3 for Operation of Plea 

Agreements. If the judge determines that the interests of justice would not be served by 

accepting the agreement, the judge shall so state, and the defendant shall be informed of 

the right to withdraw the plea if already entered. 

 
Note: Source - Paragraph (a): R. (1969) 7:4-2(b); paragraph (b): R. (1969) 3:21-1; 
paragraph (c): R. (1969) 3:9-3(f); paragraph (d): R. (1969) 7:4-8. Adopted October 6, 
1997 to be effective February 1, 1998; paragraph (d) amended July 12, 2002 to be 
effective September 3, 2002; paragraph (d) amended July 28, 2004 to be effective 
September 1, 2004; paragraph (a)(1) amended June 15, 2007 to be effective September 1, 
2007. 


